Detroit Lions (10-4) 20, Green Bay Packers (6-8) 0

Sunday December 20th 1970 (at Detroit)

LIONS BEAT PACKERS. MAKE PLAYOFFS

NFL Standings

National Conference

East Division
Final Stlndlqlps
WL Pct. Pis.
x-Dallas . ... 10 4 0 N4 29
New York Giants .9 5 0 .643 300
St, Louis . v swin By I 8185325
Washin?lon e, e 6 8 0 .49 297
Philadelphia . 310 1 .21 241
Central Division
x-Minnesota ..... 12 2 0 .857 335
z-Detroit ...... .10 4 0 714 347
Green Bay ........ 6 B 0 429 196
oly) T e At s 6 8 0 429 256
West Division
x-San Francisco . 10 3 1 .769 352
Los Angeles ...... 9 4 1 692 325
AHBMES Js is 4 8 2 .33 206
New Orleans ...... 21 1 05 172
American Conference
East Division
x-Baltimore ...... 11 2 1 846 321
z-Miami .. ..o 10 4°0 714 297
New Yark Jets .... 410 0 ,286 255
Buffalo ... . .+... 310 1 .231 204
BOBION F o aois inin 212 0 .143 149
Central Division
Cincinnati ........ 8 6 0 .51 2312
Cleveland ....... 7 0 .500 286
Pittsburgh ........ 590 .37 210
Houston ..... 3:10° 0 281217
West Division
x-Oakland ........ B 4 2 .667 300
Kansas City ...... 752 583 272
San Diego ........ 5 6 3 .455 282
Denver . 5 81 .385 253

x-Clinched Division fitle.

Z—2nd best Conference record,

playoffs,

Saturday’s Resulls
Baltimore 35, New York Jets 20
Only game scheduled

Sunday’s Resulls

enters

Los Angeles 31, New York Giants 3

Cincinnati 45, Boston 7
Miami 45, Buffalo 7
Chicago 24, New Orleans 3
Detroit 20, Green Bay 0
Dallas 52, Houston 10
Minnesota 37, Atlanta 7
Philadelphia 30, Pittsburgh 20
Washington 28, St. Louis 27
San Francisco 38, Oakland 7
San Diego 31, Kansas City 13
Cleveland 27, Denver 13

Playoffs

Saturday
Cincinnati at Baltimore
Detroit at Dallas

Sunday
San Francisco at Minnesota
Miami at Oakland

GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE)

(DETROIT) - At one point in the frustrating 1970 season, Bart Starr facetiously mused,
"Wonder if | could get an arm transplant.?” Mr. Quarterback, a prideful performer who
scorns "alibis," is reluctant to admit it, but he could have used one here Sunday
afternoon. Starr, owner of the lowest career interception percentage in National Football
League history, obviously was handicapped by tendonitis in his throwing arm and the
Detroit Lions made capital of it.

WORST SINCE 1958

They stole three of his passes, converting two of them into 10 points, en route to a 20-
0 victory that lifted them into the National Football League playoffs opposite the Dallas
Cowboys. At the same time, the Lions doomed the Packers to their least respectable
finish (6-8) since 1958, when they emerged with a dismal 1-10-1 record, worst in their
history. The talented Lem Barney contributed mightily to the Detroit cause, running back
a kickoff, a punt and an interception a total of 188 yards, but some of his opportunities
might never have developed if Starr's arm had been in good health. As Coach Phil
Bengtson realistically pointed out, "We had to punt to the Lions nine times and we knew,
with all of those chances, that it was likely Barney would break one of those returns."
SHOOTS INTO OPEN

That inevitable development came early in the fourth quarter. Barney, overrun by the
coverage, shot into the open and cantered 65 yards to the Green Bay 13-yard-line,
triggering the game's first touchdown, which came two plays later on Greg Landry's
strike to a lonely Charlie Sanders in the right corner of the end zone. Until that fateful
point, the Lions led by a mere 6-0 (two Errol Mann field goals) as smothering defenses
exerted devastating control. The Packer defenders, burdened by the offense's inability
to move the ball, patently deserved a better fate. Thrust into situations where the Lions
took possession at the Green Bay 35, 29 and 8, following two interceptions and a punt,
they did not permit the enemy a first down until only 4:50 remained in the first half.

- SUBSTANTIAL MARGIN

And, despite Detroit's substantial margin in opportunities, they limited the Lions to a net
of 162 yards for the day. That is only 38 more than 124 the Packers were able to
manage. Starr, sacked five times for 44 yards by a blitzing Detroit defense, accounted
for 78 of the latter figure on 15 completions in 27 attempts. But under normal
circumstances, he could have done appreciably better. Although loath to discuss his
arm trouble ("l don't want to take anything away from the Lions' performance”), the 15-
year veteran admitted, "There are certain routes | just can't throw. And, unfortunately,
the more | throw, the worse the arm gets."

GOOD PENETRATION

"There were times the Lions had good penetration, but there were a number of times
when | had receivers open and plenty of time to throw, but | just couldn't hit them. Carroll

Dale had guys beaten and | couldn't get him the ball. There were plenty of opportunities for us to move and control the ball,
if | could have just hit. The frustrating thing is there is not one thing | can do about it." Three of those opportunities, all
coming while the issue was very much in doubt, were particularly attractive. But the Packers emerged from them with a net
of one blocked field goal to compound their frustrations.

REACH LION 40

The first came when they reached the Detroit 40 in the second quarter with the aid of a 13-yard pass to John Spilis, but that
one was nullified when ineligible receivers (Ken Bowman and Bill Lueck) were detected downfield, bringing a 15-yard
penalty. Doug Hart set up the second by blocking an Errol Mann field goal try from 51 yards out late in the same period, the
Pack taking over at the Lions' 38. But, after reaching the 13, an incomplete pass, fumble by Starr for an 8.yard loss and
another two yard loss by Dave Hampton on a draw forced an ill-fated 30-yard field goal attempt by Dale Livingston. Jim
Yarbrough burst through to block it and Barney, picking up the loose ball, returned it to the 30.



DAZZLING SHOW

The Packers also reached the Detroit 45 in the third quarter, but this one dissolved when Donny Anderson was held to a
yard on second down and Starr under a heavy rush, was unable to hit John Hilton along the sidelines. That disappointment
came on the heels of Mann's second field goal, a 16-yarder set up by Barney's 74-yard runback of the second half kickoff.
His excursion, ended at the Green Bay 26 by a clutch Doug Hart tackle, was the beginning of a dazzling one-man show. He
later engineered that 65-yard punt return, abruptly checked at the Packer 13 by Rudy Kuechenberg, then picked off a Starr
pass and returned it 49 yards for a final, superfluous touchdown with 9:47 still remaining. Lost among the negatives was
the fact that Carroll Dale, with five catches, closed out with a personal, one-season high of 49 receptions; also that Donny
Anderson, once a formidable candidate for the 1,000-yard club, emerged with his best rushing total ever, 853 yards, despite
a mere 17 yards in 13 carries against the Lions' vaunted defense. But, in sum, the Packers finished the year as they had
begun - losing a shutout to the Lions, 40-0 victors in their first meeting Sept. 20. And that, unhappily, is a virtual repeat of
the last time they were blanked twice in a season - in 1949, when they lost their opener under the late Curly Lambeau to
the Bears, 17-0, then fell to the Washington Redskins in their next to last appearance, 30-0.

GREEN BAY - 0 0 O O0- 0O
DETROIT - 3 0 314 - 20
GREEN BAY DETROIT

First downs 9 9
Rush-yards-TDs 24-46-0 32-91-0
Comp-Att-Yd-TD-INT 27-15-122-0-3 19-7-95-1-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 5-44 2-24
Net Passing Yards 78 71
Total yards 124 162
Fumbles-lost 4-2 4-3
Turnovers 5 4
Yards Penalized 8-70 0-0

SCORING

18t — DET — Errol Mann, 50-yard field goal DET 3-0

39— DET- Mann, 16-yard field goal DET 6-0

4t _ DET — Charlie Sanders, 13-yard pass from Greg Landry (Mann kick) DET 13-0

4% — DET - Lem Barney, 49-yard interception return (Mann kick) DET 20-0

RUSHING

GREEN BAY — Donny Anderson 13-17, Jim Grabowski 4-17, Dave Hampton 7-12

DETROIT - Steve Owens 12-32, Greg Landry 3-22, Altie Taylor 11-20, Bruce Maxwell 1-9, Bill Triplett 5-8
PASSING

GREEN BAY - Bart Starr 27-15-122 3 INT

DETROIT- Greg Landry 19-7-951 TD 1 INT

RECEIVING

GREEN BAY - Carroll Dale 5-66, John Spilis 3-34, Donny Anderson 3-14, Dave Hampton 2-4, Perry Williams 1-5, Jim
Grabowski 1-(-1)

DETROIT - Larry Walton 4-40, Earl McCullouch 1-40, Charlie Sanders 1-13 1 TD, Steve Owens 1-2

Phil Proud of Battling Pack

PHIL PROUD OF BATTLING PACK

DEC 21 (Detroit-Green Bay Press-Gazette) - Ordinarily, there is not much to cheer about in a 20-0 defeat. But even amid
the gloom of Sunday's closing loss to Detroit, Coach Phil Bengtson found solace and satisfaction in the performance of his
defense, which limited the potent Lions to a net of 162 yards. "l was proud of them," he said. "The defense played well
enough to win. As many tough situations as they were put in, | thought they played about as well as they could. And we had
Kenny Ellis out of there at the left corner, too," Bengtson pointed out. "l thought Al Matthews did a helluva job in his
place...NEED BREAK: "It was only 6-0 at the end of the third quarter, so if we get a touchdown, we win...But in a close
game like that, you need the kind of thing they got from Lem Barney - you need somebody to break a punt return or an
interception for you." Bengtson had a succinct explanation for the woes of the offense, which had been shut out for the
second time this season. "We just couldn't block anybody," he said. "We couldn't keep 'em out of there on passes and we
couldn't block on the runs... There also were times when we completed passes and had them called back by
penalties."...PLAY SHALLOWER: In this connection, he admitted, "Bart Starr's arm isn't very strong right now and that could
have been a factor. Obviously, if a defense knows it doesn't have to worry about the long pass, it can play shallower and
defense the run better." The Lions' first two interceptions may have been attributable to Starr's arm problems, Bengtson
conceded, but added, "The last one, the one that Barney ran in for a touchdown, was pretty well covered." Paying tribute to
Barney, who amassed 226 yards on punt, kickoff and interception runbacks, the Packer leader said, "On those kickoff and



punt returns, Barney did a helluva job of running and we didn't do
a very good job of covering. That, | might add, is a little
unexpected, because our special teams generally have been
doing a good job."...PLAYED AWFULLY WELL: Turning to the
Lions, Bengtson said, "We haven't played a defense comparable
to that of the Lions...It played awfully well today. "Of course, we
thought coming into this game they were the best team in the
league, which means we think they'll go all the way in the playoffs."
Bengtson admitted the Packers had placed "a special emphasis
on this game because of the 40-0 defeat earlier and we wanted to
knock Detroit out of the playoffs." Asked about his plans for the
draft, he said, "We have a lot of people coming back next year,
who aren't playing now, so | would think we would draft pretty
much for overall strength.” "Will you be back next year," a Detroit
writer wanted to know. "As coach?" Bengtson, nearing the end of
a three-year contract, queried. Receiving an affirmative nod, he
replied, "l hope so."

PACK COMMITTEE TO MEET 'SOON'

DEC 21 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) - Packer President Dominic
Olejniczak said today he expects to have a meeting of the
Executive Committee "soon," presumably to determine the fate of
Coach Phil Bengtson, whose contract expires Feb. 1. Olejniczak
said no meeting had been held yet but it is known that some
members of the Executive Committee met at least informally this
morning.

: ' ‘ | PACKERS PRAISE BARNEY'S 'QUICK FEET' AFTER CHASE
SPL]'ITING THE DIFFERENCEfGrgen Bay Packer Clarence W'tylliams (83) DEC 21 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) _ Marty Amsler, a sudden
provides a nifty target for Detroit Lion quarterback Greg Landry’s pass. Al- . .

though Landry did a magnificent job missing Williams, he also missed his re-  @nd unhappy expert on the subject, had a four-word explanation
CTeg;eElggz i,';;'?;;“?i‘;,“ \3323505“0“”"“' Football League action in Detroit. — for Lem Barney's "long ball" success against the Packers here
o ’ Sunday afternoon. 'He has quick feet," said the ex-Bear, a militant
member of the Pack's special teams and reserve defensive end. One time, Dave Bradley and | took a simultaneous shot at
him and | don't know how he go through," Amsler said, shaking his head in disbelief at recollection of the footloose Lion's
feats en route to a 20-0 Detroit victory...NOT UNDER CONTROL: Barney, an all-pro cornerback, returned punts, a kickoff
and an interception 223 yards - or 61 more than the Lion offense amassed all afternoon. "The guy makes great moves,"
Amsler said ruefully. "One time | was going in to wrap him up and all | got of him was an arm. "l don't know what happened
on that kickoff...You've got to have one man to force him to commit himself, of course, and the rest of the coverage team
has to be coming down under control. | don't know about the rest of our guys, but | wasn't under control. "l had a bad day,"
he said sadly. "My grandmother could have played better than | did." Defensive captain Willie Wood, author of a third quarter
interception that blunted a major Detroit drive and gave the Packers temporary hope, said, "l was just happy to get my
hands on the ball."...SEVENTH THEFT: It was the seventh theft of the year for the 34-year-old veteran, giving him the
second highest one-season bag and an 11-year, career total of 47. That achievement was not sufficient to make him forget
the afternoon's disappointment, he said. "l feel terrible about losing this one," he said. "We just couldn't muster any offense...1
thought the defense was superb - the defense played well enough to win. If you get in the scoring zone and don't come out
with anything, as we did today, it hurts you - especially against a good team. "And we had quite a few opportunities. But
every time we'd get something going, we'd get a penalty or Bart would get dropped for a loss."...INNOCENT VICTIM: Fellow
safety Doug Hart, innocent victim of Greg Landry's scoring pass to tight end Charlie Sanders, in the fourth quarter, reported,
"It was like soup down there on the goal line. When | turned up to cover Sanders, | lost everything. In fact, when [ fell, | slid
some more." Placekicker Dale Livingston, toweling himself down the line in the Packer dressing room, wasn't quite sure
what had happened on his unsuccessful 30-yard field goal attempt, blocked in the second quarter. "They told us (Livingston
and holder Donny Anderson) when we came out following the kick that we were lined up a little bit short. But | thought we
were back at least the standard seven yards, possibly seven and a half...'LINED UP SHORT": "Donny and | couldn't see
just what did happen, it happened so fast. It was a good hold, a good snap and a good hit...But it happened so quick — | had
no more than hit it when it was blocked. Anderson had replaced Bart Starr as the holder, the Golden Palomino reported,
"because Bart said he couldn't hold." Livingston, situated next door, interposed, "Donny did a good job, too." Anderson, who
had to settle for 17 yards in 13 attempts in a final, long shot bid to crash the 1,000-yard club, pronounced himself highly
impressed with the Lions. "l think they're the best team we've seen in the last four or five weeks," he said. "They're so strong
everywhere." Donny, discussing a brief fourth quarter exchange with the Lions' somewhat anti-social Alex Karras, told it like
it was. "We were fighting," he said. "If he doesn't like contact, he shouldn't be in the game. I've been getting hit for five years,
| don't know why he doesn't expect to get hit once in a while."
BARNEY'S KICKOFF RETURN BY DESIGN
DEC 21 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) — Detroit's playoff clinching victory was now 45 minutes old but Lem Barney, crouched
in a corner locker and stripping tape from his ankles, was still hemmed in by reporters. Barney, who had amassed the




incredible total of 223 yards in return yardage, flashed a boyish smile and
announced that his longest excursion of the day had been somewhat by design.
"We had gone over the middle return at halftime," said Barney, who had spurted
749 yards with the third quarter kickoff to trigger Errol Mann's second field goal
of the afternoon and a 6-0 Lion lead. Barney, who also had set up one touchdown
with a 65-yard punt runback and scored the other on a 49-yard maneuver with
an interception, explained, "We were told not to clog things up in the wedge, but
to spread it out. "Perry Williams get a hand on me down on about their 25. | spun
out, took a left and was able to get away...When | got down into Green Bay
territory, though, Doug Hart had a real good angle on me. | tried to break outside
but | couldn't get away from him. On the punt return, somebody - | think it was
Clarence Williams - overran me. | gave him a juke step, then broke it back to the
left, then to the right. "On the interception, | noticed that Bart Starr had been
throwing outside patterns all day, so | played harder to the outside and managed
to pick that one off. | had Forrest Gregg and one other big guy to beat and | just
barely got around 'em into the end zone." His ebony features folding into a wide
grin, Barney volunteered, "The hardest lick | got all day was from Wayne Walker
when | got into the end zone after that interception. But that was a jubilant hit. |
can stand that kind."

SCHMIDT PUFFS, PRAISES PACK DEFENSIVE UNIT

DEC 21 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) — Joe Schmidt, puffing contentedly on a fat
stogie in his Detroit Stadium office, summed up the happy situation in one
expansive sentence. "Now we have an opportunity to possibly go to the Super §
Bowl," he said with evident satisfaction in the wake of the Lions' 20-0 victory over f
the Packers Sunday. "We have the opportunity to play Dallas in the playoffs, §
which is the greatest progress we've made in four years." That is how long the
37-year-old former linebacking great has been head coach of the Lions. | can't
tell you how proud | am of this football team," said Schmidt, whose athletes closed
out the regular season with five straight victories and a 10-4 record. Assessing
the day's performance," he asserted, "Defensively, we did a helluva job.
Offensively, we were just too tight." Schmidt, the prototype of today's middle
linebacker, gave the Packer defensive credit for contributing to the Detroit
attackers' problems. "Their defensive line did a helluva job against us," he said.
"Our two fumbles down in there in the first half hurt us." Schmidt, whose hirelings
had gone into the dressing room at halftime with a tenuous 3-0 lead, added, "That
kickoff return by Lem Barney at the start of the third quarter turned the game
around. That was the big thing. On that touchdown pass to Charlie Sanders, |
think the safety (Doug Hart) fell down as he was backing up...The linebacker was
pushing Sanders hard on the play and he just made a break to the outside...The
play was called from upstairs." Schmidt, who had helped the Lions win two
Western Conference championships and a league title as a player, was asked
how he compared those accomplishments with the rewards of coaching. "The
most satisfaction | ever get," he said, "is when | walk from that dugout into the
dressing room after a win." Looking to the future, Schmidt said, "The good Lord
has been very good to us in keeping us healthy...I just hope he keeps smiling on
us."

PROUD TO BE A PACKER BACKER

DEC 21 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) — Hey, man, | was proud to be a Packer _ v o T
Backer Sunday. | mean the Packers put out. They went into Detroit with helmeted ~, Pireit Defersive End Larmy Hand canhits i o Green
heads held high, with a strong sense of duty. They acted as if they didn't know tion of Starr pass by Lem Barney led to Detroit touchdown.
they were supposed to be the Christians fed to the Lions. They acted as if the Mo won 20 to 0, clinching spot in playoffs.
opponents were just oversized pussycats. Okay, so they got whipped. And 20-0 in the National Football League is a
whipping. And that's a bit embarrassing. But the Packers didn't give the Lions those 20 points Sunday in the sense of lying
down and playing out the season. The Packers didn't fumble, they did pick up a batch of frustrating penalties, they had
another field goal attempt blocked, and their blocking and tackling was a bit loose...| guess that's a good word for it...at
times. But this has been the way of 1970. What the Packers didn't do Sunday is quit. Looking around the league Sunday,
you have to wonder if you could say the same thing for other teams with nowhere to go but home for the holidays. Let's face
it. Most of us had frightful visions of what was going to happen in Detroit. The Packers, with nothing to play for except
personal pride, going against the Lions, the league's most potent force in recent weeks and now with a playoff incentive.
What chance did the Packers have? About as much of a chance as | would have of carrying a protesting Mike McCoy across
the Mason Street bridge. They could very easily have just played out the string. They had to show up but they could have
gotten away with little more than that. After all, why take a chance on getting hurt in the last gamble with nothing at stake?

[UPI Telephota)



It would have been a very human reaction. But | think the
Packers wanted to win and they played to win. They lost,
not because there was any lack of determination, but
because the Lions were a better team. The Packers
played much as they did all year...with an inconsistency
that would do justice to Wisconsin weather. We pointed
out at the start of the year that a team with the youth and
new faces and the old faces at new positions was bound
to be inconsistent. We felt the Packers could be brilliant
one week and horrible the next. And we feel that they
proved to be just that in 1970. The Lions began the
season with that all too memorable romp in Lambeau
Field and were promptly hailed as a super team. But they
too stumbled along the way and had to squeeze into the
NFC playoffs as a second place team, beneficiaries of the
new NFC rule required to fill out the four-team playoff
format. Now the Lions appear to have a glorious
opportunity to duplicate the feat of the Kansas City Chiefs
last year...that is, win the Super Bowl as an also-ran. The
Packers...Wait'll next year!

FORREST GREGG PLAYS FINAL GAME...AGAIN s w4 A - : P
DEC 21 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) — "That," FOIMESt | Lases tn balsokiag the s ross hoie 1m fho peecd * Net Croce 10 1ot e Heneoion o1 T Ml
Gregg Said "|S a |Ot Of huddles." The PaCkerS after fumbling amidst a Detroit rush in the second ell (83) is the defenseman—AP Wirephoto.

quarter of the Green Bay-Detroit game Sunday
indestructible old pro was reflecting upon what he insists
is his final performance in green and gold - one which stretched his Pl'() FOOtball PlayOff
National Football League consecutive game record to 187. Gregg, who AP k d
made an extensive appearance at right tackle in the Pack's 20-0 loss to
Detroit, has eclipsed the previous all-time record by five games. It was Palrlngs NeXt Wee en
set by former teammate Jim Ringo, who retired at the end of the 1967 National Foothall Conference
season. "I'm sorry we didn't win the last game | played in," the man from  [yotroit [10-4] at Dallas [10-4], Saturday, 3 p. m., CBS
Birthright (Texas) said, a little sadly, "but | was glad | had a chance t0 g, Fran. [10-3-1] at Minn. [12-2], Sun., noon, CBS
play."...The Packers added defensive back Ervin Hunt to the roster for
Sunday's finale, replacing cornerback Ken Ellis. Ellis suffered a knee
injury in the Packers' 35-17 loss to the Bears a week earlier...Packer Cincinnati [8:6] at Baltimore [11-2-1], Sat., noon, NBC
property manager Dad Braisher was all smiles Sunday morning. His Miami [10-4] at Oakland [8-4-2], Sunday, 3 p.m., NBC
elation was triggered by the return of Bart Starr's duffel bag, stolen from ALL TIMES CENTRAL STANDARD
the Packer dressing room in Chicago a week earlier, then recovered and missent to Grand Rapids, Mich., Friday. "It finally
was delivered to my hotel room at 3:30 this morning by cab," Dad jubilantly confided. "I spent Friday night at Austin Straubel
Field waiting for it to come in - | was out there until past midnight - but it didn't show. "That's the first bag I've waited for in a
long time," Dad quipped.
LIONS CELEBRATE WITH POP...CHAMPAGNE 3 WINS AWAY
DEC 21 (Detroit Free Press) — The only pop in the Lions' locker room Sunday was canned pop. The champagne is a long
way away - three more victories - and while the smiles were ear-to-ear, there was no great hilarity, no singing and very little
shouting. It certainly wasn't like that summer night two years ago when the Tigers won the pennant and celebrated
uproariously in the same room, squirting champagne and shaving cream and dousing John Fetzer, the gray eminence who
owns the club. William Clay Ford stood there very dry, accepting congratulations and giving them. It was his finest moment
since he bought the club, lock, stock and troubles six years ago. "These last five games have really been something," Ford
said. "It didn't look good after we lost in Minnesota but they didn't give up. | didn't think they would - they'd worked too hard
and too long, not just since training camp but through last winter and spring. | knew they wouldn't quit or let down...but win
five in a row? | didn't know if they'd do that." General Manager Russ Thomas, sometimes painted as being at odds with
coach Joe Schmidt, gave Schmidt and his staff full credit for the comeback after the second loss to the Vikings. "It was a
helluva job on Joe's part," Thomas praised. "Everybody's dobber was down after that Minnesota game and Joe brought
them back and against the toughest teams in the league. Maybe it's better that we had to play the best teams - we seemed
to have the most trouble against the others...Washington...New Orleans. What is really encouraging is that this is a young
ball club. And when we've needed someone to step in and give us a lift, we've had it. Lem Barney did it today. Steven
Owens did it in Los Angeles. Jim Mitchell was a third draft choice and he's made an outstanding contribution. He's going to
be one of the really outstanding defensive ends," Thomas said of the 6-foot-3, 245-pound first year man from Virginia State
who played a superb game Sunday. It was a day for the defense and Schmidt and defensive coach Jimmy David, two of
the greatest defenders in Lion history, beamed. Twice this season the Lions shut out the Pack, in the opening game and
the final. "And they had their first team in the whole time," David pointed out. "(Bart) Starr and (Donny) Anderson and (Jim)
Grabowski were in there the whole way." David figured this was a tougher shutout than the first one even though that first
one set a tone for the season. "There was a lot more pressure in this one," David said. "Our defense carried us," Schmidt

American Football Conference



said. "The offense was a little tight, wanting to score points, and NATIONAL CONFERENCE

it sputtered around." How did it feel to whip Green Bay, 60-0,

this season? "I've got memories that go back to 1960 to 1962 pasSInG

when we had some pretty good teams and the Packers beat us g~ = et Am.Ye,
out. We owed them something," Schmidt said. Across the | o o e . % 00 505 S50 "2 '9 W 76 9%
crowded dressing room quarterback Greg Landry showed the % jugme ety oy o3 %3 7 B.» 2 3N Z;:
only traces of shaving cream -- just a dab on his ear lobe and it : i:-ﬁ i% 317; :i 23 80
was from shaving, not celebrating. "I'm happy that we won but Z3 15 7 2 232 653
disappointed the offense didn't play better...it was like that St. D e e e
Louis garne," Landry said of the earlier 16-3 victory over the e - e
Cardinals in another game where the offense stumbled and the R 7 I -

defense shone. "Green Bay just played a great game

defensively," Landry said, stuffing his light blue shirtinto his gray . ... e = e &
pine-stripe, flared trousers. "They spread out a little to prevent gz .= e 4
us from going wide and those two big tackles (Bob Brown and g e "8 a1 20 101 %
Mike McCoy) stopped us inside and (middle linebacker Ray) e wehmes — 8 3 2 E’; §
Nitschke had a great day. They've got a lot of people who are E-u:% 1§ 35 z§ 88 Sintstl, Los Angeles - 67 2618 31 53
used to this type pressure game and our offense is pretty mv B Le 8 7 KICKOFF RETURNS A
young," Landry said. Landry finally got it together in the fourth = Washiesten, Saa Fran..32 0 0 72 *
quarter with a touchdown pass to tight end Charlie Sanders. "It i T o 100
was the same play we tried at the other end (early in the third  §gren. e o a0 145 1

Orleans 55
quarter) when | underthrew Earl McCullouch," Landry said. "This — Sme te ameie 51 89 168 7
time they double covered Earl and Charlie made a great move  Bassess, Philadeiphia ~50 401 80

2288
~ooocoo oAk

4
2
on (Doug) Hart. | just tried to lob the ball over the cornerback to E::é'i-”‘:-m~§ :: i«?s 5 =
Charlie. It wasn't a very good pass but Charlie made a great — Giiam st tows =% 93 212 > Long Tox
catch on it." Meanwhile, back across the room, Schmidt hollered el A o83 9 155§ Matemhama " 17 19 75 1
to equipment man Rip Collins. "Hey Rip! Tell the Southfield late ~~ Smth Washisstos .43 575 134 9 i 27 1
shift I'm coming through tonight!" Then he grinned widely. Last R v i R >
year, late in the night after the Lions whipped the Rams in the i ® 0
Thanksgiving game, Schmidt was stopped by the Southfield lé .
police for "driving with undue care." No problem this time...the ? Lins Vo,
Lions are driving with plenty of care...right down to Dallas. = D
Owner Bill Ford, relieved that the Lions did not need to win a % 2 5
coin flip to get into the playoffs, promised that the NFL will 3 g E

change its method of determining the fourth qualifier next year.
"I've already written a letter to the commissioner with some suggestions," Ford said. "There won't be any coin flip next year.
What happened today saved all the owners from looking like a 'bunch of donkeys."



