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GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE) 

 

(PITTSBURGH) - The Packers were played off their feet for the first 
time this season here Sunday afternoon. Facing a highly-keyed crew of 
Pittsburgh who were stung by a booing crowd a week ago and again 
yesterday, the Packers were rocked and socked at almost every turn in 
absorbing a 28 to 7 NFL defeat before 20,080 fans who were cheering at 
the end. The point spread was larger in the Packers' 28 to 0 loss to the 
Los Angeles Rams but the Bays were in that game until near the end. But 
the picture out here Sunday was darker; the Bays made only four trips 
into Pitt territory all afternoon - once in the first quarter to the 32 and not 
again until the fourth frame, to the 35, to the 11 and finally all the way 
for a consolation touchdown on a 20-yard pass from Tobin Rote to Bob 
Mann. The Steelers were practically maniacal while the Packers just 
couldn't come up - even in the third quarter, when, with the score 21-0, 
the public address man announced that the Detroit Lions were leading 
the Chicago Bears by a substantial margin. A victory for Green Bay 
would have put them in a choice spot for their game with the Bears next 
Sabbath. Instead, the Bays suffered their second straight setback. 
Whatever got into the Packers - overconfidence, looking ahead to the 
Bears or what - they did not realize apparently what hit 'em until the third 
frame and then it was all but too late. There appeared some hope late in 
the third frame when Packer guard Ray DiPierro and Steeler guard John 
Schweder got into a fist fight, with both getting the thumb. 
FIGHT RILES PACK BUT... 

The fight apparently riled up the Bays as they roared into Steeler territory early in the fourth quarter. Breezy Reid ran 13 
yards to the Steeler 35, but fumbled and the Steelers grabbed the ball, scoring their fourth TD six plays later. The geared 
Steeler counted first on a 13-yard reverse by Lynn Chandnois midway through the first quarter. Minutes later when the 
Packers were threatening, Jerry Shipkey intercepted Bobby Thomason's pass and returned 49 yards. Jerry Nuzum blasted 
over from the three after Joe Geri set it up with a 22-yard run. The Packers gambled halfway through the second quarter in 
an effort to break the ice as Jug Girard, needing six yards for a first down, faked a fourth down punt and ran. But he was 



stopped cold and the Steelers quickly drove to their 
third TD, Geri going over from the three. The fourth 
came on a 34-yard pass play from Chandnois, faking 
a run to his left, to Hank Minarik who took it over all 
alone on the 10 and wheeled over unmolested. 
Through it all the Packers had a "steeler" in their own 
ranks - Captain Dick Wildung - who played one of 
the greatest games of his pro career on defense. He 
made nearly all of the tackles on Steeler running plays 
and knocked three Steelers out of the game, including 
backs Chuck Ortmann and Ray Mathews. The Bays 
tried to mix a bit of running with their passing, but the 
total at the end of the game measured only 40 yards 
in 21 rushing plays. The Steelers ripped off 176 yards 
on the ground. Green Bay had a slight edge in the air, 
178 yards to 148. Rote completed nine out of 14 for 
111 yards, while Thomason made 10 out of 16 for 67. 
Like in the Detroit game, the Packer passers were 
harassed continually by the bolting Steeler linemen or 
linebackers. Rote and Mann worked the most 
spectacular play of the game after it was 28-0 in the 
fourth quarter. Mann took a 45-yard throw from Rote 
between two Steelers on the Steeler 14. But three 
plays later Mann "lost" his sixth TD of the season 
when the officials ruled he caught Rote's pass back of 
the end line. The Packers, beaten on the scoreboard, 
also took a physical roughing. Among the injured 
were Billy Grimes, Dom Moselle, Thomason - to mention a few - weakening the squad but good for the Bear game. Here 
are the horrible details: Moselle started in place of Grimes at right half and made the first gain of the game on a pass from 
Thomason for four yards but Girard was forced to punt. The Steelers made a first down on Geri’s 13-yard pass to Minarik 
but the Packers stiffened and forced Geri to punt. The Packers unloaded a ground attack, with Cone going 11 in two tries. 
Thomason passed to Mann for six and Canadeo hit right tackle for eight to the Packer 42. But that was it as Cone lost a yard 
and two passes missed fire. Girard punted to the Steeler 35 and the victory-hungry Pitt team moved to its first TD. Nuzum 
made nine and a Packer offside made it first down on the 49. Geri hurled to Minarik for eight and then ran 17 to the Packer 
25. The Steelers were nicked 15 yards for holding, but Geri uncorked a 24-yard pass play with Smith to the Bay 17. A Bay 
offside penalty gave Pitt a first down on the 12 from where Chandnois scored on a reverse. Geri’s kick was good. The 
Packers proceeded to make their first deep penetration in Steeler territory but it didn’t pay off. Moselle was interfered with 
on a long pass from Thomason on the Steeler 22, a penalty of 56 yards on the Pitt squad. Canadeo took an 11-yard pass 
from Thomason to the 32 but the honeymoon was over as Thomason was smeared back 21 yards. Although interference on 
the Steelers gave the Pack a first down on the Steeler 47, Thomason’s next pass was intercepted in front of Reid on the 
Steeler 30 by Shipkey, who returned 39 yards to the Bay 31. Five plays later, the Steelers made it 14-0. After Orlich batted 
down Geri’s pass, Geri raced 22 yards to the nine. Nuzum hit for five, Geri one and Nuzum slammed over. Geri converted 
again. Early in the second quarter, the two clubs exchanged interceptions. Hartley grabbed Rote’s short pass to Elliott and 
Steiner snatched Geri’s throw. But the Packers couldn’t move as Rote was smashed back 10 yards. After Pitt was forced to 
punt, the Packers gambled but it didn’t work. On the Bay 24, Girard ran around left end on a fake punt on fourth down but 
linebacker Sinkovitz nailed him on the Bay 27. The Steelers, after absorbing two penalties for a total of 20 yards, scored. 
Geri passes to Smith to eat up 19 yards and Rogell and Chandnois smashed to the Bay 16 in three plays. Short smashes 
brought it to the three from where Geri went over outside right tackle standing up. Geri’s kick made it 21-0. Just before the 
half, Rote’s long pass to Pelfrey was intercepted by Hartley, who handed off to Finks for a 14-yard runback. Geri completed 
two more passes before the halftime gun ended the Bay misery. The Steelers started the second half like they intended to 
rip off a fourth TD then and there as Chandnois and Geri raced 13 yards in two plays. A holding penalty set them back 15 
but Geri passed to Minarik and Chandnois and Hollingworth ran to make up the distance to the 40. Martinkovic smeared 
back Chandnois and Geri was forced to punt, the ball rolling out of bounds. Thomason was smeared back 13 and Girard 
punted, the Steelers taking over at midfield. The Packers got what looked like a promising break when Loomis recovered 
Chandnois’ fumble but the passing backfired again and Girard punted. With Wildung stopped Hollingsworth, Geri got off 
a quick kick that was downed on the Bay 26. What hopes the Packers had of coming back were smashed again as Rote, 



Girard and Pelfrey were cracked back 13 
yards in three plays. Girard got off a good 
punt to the Packer 46 but Geri passed to 
Minarik for 13 yards and the Steelers were 
in position. Steiner ended the threat by 
intercepting Geri’s next pass on the Packer 
31. On the first play Canadeo just 
fingertipped a long pass from Rote on the 
Steeler 30 as the fans groaned. On the play 
DiPierro and Schweder were thumbed out. 
Rote hurled to Mann for eight and to 
Canadeo for seven before Rote’s pass was 
intercepted by Hartley and returned to the 
Bay 28. With Wildung and Wimberly 
making key tackles, the Steelers lost the 
ball on downs as the fourth quarter opened. 
The game started to get rough as the teams 

exchanged roughing penalties – first on Pitt, then on Green Bay. Reid took a pitchout for two, Cone caught a 15-yarder from 
Thomason, and then a five-yarder from Rote. On fourth down Thomason passed five yards to Cone to make it first down 
on the Steeler 48. Just when it appeared that the Packers had an offense moving, Reid fumbled after gaining 13 yards to the 
Steeler 35 and Sinkovitz recovered. On top of it, the Packers were nicked 15 yards for unsportsmanlike conduct. Wimberly 
slammed Chandnois back three and, on a fourth down incompleted pass by Ortmann, the Packers were penalized 15 yards 
for roughing the passer, putting the ball on the Bay 34. After Ortmann was stopped for no gain at right end, Chandnois faded 
to his left for an end run, and then wheeled and threw to Minarik deep to the right and the big end, all alone on the 10, 
waltzed over. Geri’s kick made it 28-0. The Packers kept plugging back but they were to be denied again. Starting on their 
own 19, Cone, Canadeo and Moselle ran for 10 yards. Thomason passed to Moselle for five and Rote to Collins for seven 
to the Pack 41. Rote then faded to his right and uncorked a long pass to Mann who took the ball on the Steeler 14. After 
Canadeo made three, Mann broke loose in the end zone but Rote’s pass was too high. On the same play, Mann caught Rote’s 
pass just back of the end line. On fourth down Rote’s pass to Girard was a trifle wide. The Steelers, with Ortmann running, 
moved to midfield where a roughing penalty forced them back. Looking at the clock, the Steelers ran on fourth down and 
lost the ball on downs on their own 25. On the first play, Rote completed a five-yarder to Mann, but there was an interference 
penalty, giving the Bays a first down on the 20. Rote then threw his touchdown pass to Mann in the end zone. The Steelers 
started moving again but Girard intercepted Geri’s pass in the end zone and Rote hurled a short pass to Pelfrey who ran 20 
yards on a pitchout on the last play of the game. 

DETROIT   -  0  0  0  7 -  7 
GREEN BAY - 14  7  0  7 - 28 

                       GREEN BAY     PITTSBURGH 
First Downs                   16             21 
Rushing-Yards-TD           22-59       51-176-3 
Att-Comp-Yd-TD-Int 29-18-159-1-4  21-11-148-1-3 
Sacked-Yards                 0-0            0-0 
Net Passing Yards            159            148 
Total Yards                  218            324 
Fumbles-lost                 3-1            3-2 
Turnovers                      5              5 
Yards penalized             6-60         11-126 

SCORING 
1ST - PITT - Lynn Chandois, 13-yard run (Joe Geri kick) PITTSBURGH 7-0 
1ST - PITT - Jerry Nuzum, 3-yard run (Geri kick) PITTSBURGH 14-0 
2ND - PITT - Geri, 4-yard run (Geri kick) PITTSBURGH 21-0 
4TH - PITT - Henry Minarik, 35-yard pass from Chadnois (Geri kick) PITTSBURGH 28-0 
4TH - GB - Mann, 25-yard pass from Rote (Cone kick) PITTSBURGH 28-7 
RUSHING 
GREEN BAY - Ray Pelfrey 1-19, Tony Canadeo 5-16, Fred Cone 5-15, Dom Moselle 6-13, Breezy Reid 2-2, Jug Girard 
2-(-6) 
PITTSBURGH - Joe Geri 12-73 1 TD, Chuck Ortmann 5-33, Jerry Nuzum 7-25 1 TD, Fran Rogel 7-20, Joe 
Hollingsworth 6-14, Lynn Chandnois 13-7 1 TD, Ray Mathews 1-4 



PASSING 
GREEN BAY - Tobin Rote 13-8-92 1 TD 2 INT, Bobby Thomason 16-10-67 2 INT 
PITTSBURGH - Joe Geri 19-10-113 3 INT, Lynn Chandnois 1-1-35 1 TD, Chuck Ortmann 1-0-0 
RECEIVING 
GREEN BAY - Fred Cone 5-41, Bob Mann 4-79 1 TD, Tony Canadeo 2-18, Dom Moselle 2-9, Breezy Reid 1-9, Rip 
Collins 1-5, Jug Girard 1-2, Carl Elliott 1-0, Ray Pelfrey 1-(-4) 
PITTSBURGH - Henry Minarik 6-91 1 TD, Truett Smith 2-43, Tom Jelley 1-8, Jerry Nuzum 1-4, Fran Rogel 1-2 
 

 
 

 
PACKERS FLY INTO GREEN BAY - THANKS TO BUD JORGENSON 
NOV 12 (Green Bay) - The Packers returned home nearly two hours earlier than scheduled Sunday night – thanks to Trainer 
Bud Jorgenson. Jorgenson and some of the players were talking with the pilots in the Capital Airliner somewhere over 
Cleveland when Bud asked the pilot where he was flying after dropping the Packers off at Milwaukee. The pilot said he had 
to be back in Washington at 1:30 Monday morning. “That give you time to run us up to Green Bay,” Jorgenson smiled. The 
pilot got to work on the radio and Capital Airline officials cleared the move in Milwaukee and Milwaukee Road agents, 
holding a train for the Packers, were notified so that the train could leave on schedule. The plane stopped briefly to unload 
three passengers – Earl Gillespie, former WJPG sports director, who viewed the Packer game after broadcasting the 
Marquette-Holy Cross game from Worcester, Mass., for WEMP Saturday; and Larry Clark and Bob Kelly, former WJPG 
program director, who handed the Packer broadcast. The trip from Milwaukee to Green Bay took 32 minutes, bringing the 
Packers in here about 10 o’clock. The Packers had two sideline guests in Pittsburgh – Mayor Dominic Olejniczak, who 
stopped en route to Washington, and Gillespie. 
PACKERS CRIPPLED FOR BEAR BATTLE 
NOV 13 (Green Bay) - When it rains it pours. The Packers not only absorbed a pasting on the scoreboard, 28-7, in Pittsburgh 
Sunday but came out of the fray with 16 assorted injuries, including three X-ray cases – quarterback Bobby Thomason, 
halfback Billy Grimes and guard Buddy Burris. Trainer Bud Jorgenson and Assistant Johnny Proski worked more than eight 



hours yesterday as the players streamed in for 
treatment. Thomason, Grimes and Burris were 
dispatched to the hospital for a “closer” look. 
Thomason and Grimes have leg troubles and 
Burris has a bad shoulder. Coach Gene 
Ronzani expressed deep concern today as the 
Bays launched drills for the Bear game in 
Chicago Sunday afternoon. “Of the 16 injured 
boys, three or four of them are doubtful 
starters. All of them will be handicapped,” he 
said…FOUR TACKLES INJURED: 
Thomason and Grimes had their legs twisted 
virtually out of shape in Pittsburgh, Bobby 
moving back to pass and Billy on kickoff 
returns. Burris was hurt in a pileup. For of the 
club’s tackles were hurt – captain Dick 
Wildung, who played an outstanding game on 
defense, Howie Ruetz, Ed Ecker and Leon 
Manley. Guards hurt besides Burris are Dick 
Afflis, Ham Nichols and Dave Stephenson. 
Jay Rhodemyre is the only center hurt but the 
club has only one other pivoter – Carl 
Schuette. Linebackers hurt were Chuck 
Schroll and Bob Summerhays. The remaining 
three injured boys are ends Ab Wimberly and Carleton Elliott and halfback Dominic Moselle. Wimberly, incidentally, 
played in the Detroit game a week ago last Sunday despite an attack of the flu but rebounded strong against the Steelers...The 
Packers went through a long workout this morning despite the rain and injuries in preparation for their eighth league game. 
Offense was on tap for today and tomorrow. Limited to seven points against the Steelers on a pass from Tobin Rote to Bob 
Mann and Fred Cone’s conversion, the Packers likely will stress offense most of the week. The Packers are overdue in the 
scoring department, being limited to 24 points in their last two games – a 12-point average. In seven games thus far, the 
Packers scored 145 points – an average of 20-plus per game. The Bears, on the other hand, scores a total of 165 markers – 
an average of 23.5 per. The big difference is in defense. The Bears permitted 140 for an average of 20 while the Packers 
allowed 195, for an average of almost 28…The Packers were informed that player Bob Mann and Coach Ronzani were 
honored by the Football Digest for the victory over Philadelphia here Oct. 14. Mann, who caught three touchdown passes, 
was named pro player of that week, and Ronzani was named pro coach of the week. An engraved plaque has been received 
at the Packer office for Mann. Ronzani received a plaque a year ago for being the pro coach of the week after the Packers 
upset the Bears here…The big game next Sunday in the American conference will send the Cleveland Browns into New 
York to play the Giants in a battle to decide the AC leader. In other games, the Chicago Cardinals play in San Francisco; 
Detroit goes to Philadelphia; the New York Yanks invade Los Angeles; and Washington plays at Pittsburgh. 
PACKERS LEARN TWO SOUND LESSONS FROM STEELER ELEVEN 
NOV 13 (Green Bay) - A couple of hours before game time Sunday Packer Head Coach Gene Ronzani looked at Forbes 
field through the window of his room in the Schenley hotel in Pittsburgh. “Those Steelers are hard to beat; they’re not scored 
of anybody,” Gene reminded his two quarterbacks, Tobin Rote and Bobby Thomason, who were present for last-minute 
instructions. “In my association with the Bears,” Gene recalled, “we often scared a lot of clubs just by stepping on the field, 
but not this outfit (Pittsburgh); we were generally lucky to get off with a 6-0 or 7-6 win.” Two hours later, the Steelers 
played with such fury that the Packers seemed docile by comparison. The Steelers scared? Actually, the Packers appeared 
timid and scarish until some blood started to flow in the third quarter. Then it was too late to shake the cobwebs. After the 
game, in the same room, Ronzani appeared calm and collected. “I felt worse after losing to Detroit because we should have 
won that game, but today we didn’t have much a chance. They just beat the h--- out of us,” he declared. Football is a difficult 
game to understand. Actually, Detroit is a tougher team than Pittsburgh ever thought of being – a higher scoring and bigger 
club. Yet, the Packers came within an inch of beating the Lions, but couldn’t come within a country mile of stopping Pitt. 
Ronzani thought the Steelers could have beaten anybody, including the Browns, Sunday. Off the record, the Steelers 
received some sort of play-ball-or-else threat before the game from Steeler officials. It worked Sunday but there’ll probably 
be a letdown next Sunday and maybe a few Sundays after that. The Steelers reminded us of the Packers after they were 
foolishly fined for their performance in a not-so-lopsided 17-7 loss to the Chicago Cardinals in 1948. The Bays rebounded 
with a 16-0 win over a strong Los Angeles team, but then fell into a nine-game losing streak that reached into 1949. The 



Packers learned two sound lessons from the Steelers 
this season. In beating Pitt in Milwaukee, 35-33, the 
Bays learned that they can’t let down after rolling to a 
28-0 lead. In losing to Pittsburgh Sunday, the Packers 
learned that no team can let down for any game 
without suffering horrible consequences such as 28-7. 
The Packers were given a good example of how 
murderous a letdown (or overconfidence) can be in 
Pitt stadium Saturday afternoon. Deemphasized Pitt 
was playing powerful Ohio State and the final score 
was 16-14 for the Buckeyes. But OS was played off 
its feet in the second half as the Panthers rammed over 
two TDs and threatened for a third. It is almost 
impossible to delve into the mechanics of the Steeler-
Pack game because the best-laid plans of the Bays 
were rudely smashed to bits by Steelers who refused 
to be budged. The intention Sunday was to vary the 
Packer attack – running and passing, but the Steels 
swept away blockers for the ball carriers and the 
passers were hurried or smeared most of the 
afternoon. Despite the “rudeness” of the Steelers, the 
Packers were able to keep slashing back with that 
never-give-up attitude. Late in the third quarter, Rebel 
Steiner intercepted a Joe Geri pass – an ideal time to 
get real good and mad. Two of the boys, Packer Ray 
DiPierro and Steeler John Schweder, let their anger 
get into the open and the officials thumbed ‘em both 
out. Tobin Rote completed 15 yards in passes to Bob 
Mann and Tony Canadeo and it appeared that the 
Packers were well on their way but, bango, a Rote 
pass was intercepted and the Steels were in the seat. 

The Packers quickly forced the Steelers to punt and the Bays were off again early in the fourth heat – this time to the Steeler 
35 where Floyd Reid fumbled. Thus, the Packers were like the man batting his head against the stone wall. The Steelers 
scored again and the Packers uncorked two more drives, scoring on one. Come to think of it, this would have been one sweet 
ball game had the Packers been “up” from the start! 
CHARITY LAUNCHED FOR JIM THORPE 
NOV 13 (Green Bay) - A drive was underway here today to raise funds to aid ailing Jim Thorpe, the great Indian athlete 
who was operated on last week for a cancerous growth on his lip. Fund leaders said about $125 already has been collected. 
The six-man committee plans to solicit funds in Wisconsin and in other cities supporting teams of the NFL. The fund was 
started yesterday to set up a lifetime income for Thorpe, who is now recovering from surgery in Philadelphia. His wife said 
Thorpe, 63, is practically without funds. Thorpe, called America's greatest all-time sports star, played college and 
professional football, baseball for three major league teams and competed in the Olympics. Ben Laird, general manager of 
radio station WDUZ, is president of the fund. Members of the committee are Gene Ronzani, head coach of the Green Bay 
Packers, line coach John "Tarz" Taylor, Vern Llewellyn, Bernard Carling, Herman Martell and Mayor Dominic Olejniczak. 
 

 



ANOTHER SCARE! BEARS' DOTTLEY NO. 1 THREAT 
NOV 14 (Green Bay) - The Packers got a good scare yesterday when the casualty list 
came out. Today, they get another when the NFL produced its weekly statistics. It appears 
that the Chicago Bears are the strongest where it hurts the Packers the most – at fullback, 
namely, big John Dottley, the rookie from Mississippi. Dottley ranks third among 
National league ground gainers with 416 yards in 77 carries for an average of 5.4 per try. 
Ahead of him are Eddie Price of the New York Giants with 474 and Dan Towler of Los 
Angeles with 447. Dottley is credited with making the Bears’ T-formation click. The big 
bull, in the process of keeping defenses honest, has gained one-third of the Bears’ 1,332 
yards by rushing – the best turf figure in the circuit this year. The Packers limited Dottley 
to a mere 23 yards in nine tries in the league opener here last Oct. 1, but he’s been rolling 
since – or at least until the Detroit Lions got a hold of him last Sunday. The Lions, by 
stopping Dottley with 31 yards, apparently found the key to beating the Bears. The final 
score was 41-28 and, at one time, the Lions led 41-14 – no mean feat in Wrigley field in 
November. The Packers figure they’ve got to stop Dottley first and then Johnny Lujack, 
the quarterback whose running hurt the Bays in Chicago last fall and out at City stadium 
last month. Lujack gained 54 yards in eight attempts here. In Wrigley field in ’50 he piled 
up 50 yard and, worse yet, scored three touchdowns…SOME STATSITICAL RELIEF: 
Lujack, incidentally, ranks above both Packer quarterbacks in pitching. The ex-Notre 
Damer, seventh in the league, has completed 57 out of 115 tries for 874 yards and six TDs 
for a completion percent of 49.6. Steve Romanik, who has been filling in while Lujack 
was hurt, has a 50 percent mark on 22 completions in 44 attempts. The Bay QBs, Bob 
Thomason and Tobin Rote, rank 14th and 15th, respectively. Bob has 92 completions in 
153 attempts for 978 yards, 10 TDs, and the top percentage in the league, 60.1. Tobin has 
45 completions in 113 attempts for 675 yards, five TDs and a percentage of 39.8. The 
Packers received some relief today when they noted that the Bears don’t have anyone 
among the first 10 in pass catching or scoring. The Bays have one of their members in 
both departments – Bob Mann, who is tied for third in pass catching with 30 snatches and 
ranks seventh in scoring with 48 points…The injury news in the Packer camp was still 
bad today. Coach Gene Ronzani learned that halfback Billy Grimes, suffering from a leg 
injury, may not be able to play against the Bears. Grimes was a thorn for the Bears last 
year as he forced them to quick-kick on third down instead of taking a chance on Billy 
returning the regular fourth down punts. It’s possible that QB Thomason may see limited 
action, but Ronzani is keeping his fingers crossed. The same goes for guard Buddy Burris. 
Grimes, Thomason and Burris were X-rayed yesterday. The 13 other cripples on the 
Packer roster are improving some, Ronzani reported today, adding that “they’ll all be 
operating below efficiency Sunday.”…SHOULD HAVE PLAYED PITT: On the 
Chicago side, the Bears will enter the traditional battle in excellent physical condition. In 
fact, two of their hospital cases will be rarin’ to go, halfbacks Whizzer White and Al 
Campana, the speedster who gave the Bays trouble in Chicago last year. Bear Coach 
George Halas laughed off the Packer injuries by remarking that “we have 39 men hurt – 
33 players and six coaches. Our feelings were so hurt they feel worse than broken bones.” 
Halas, of course, was referring to the loss to Detroit last Sunday. P.S. Halas’ Bears should 
have played the Steelers last Sunday! 
PACKERS WOES BRING TEARS TO RONZANI'S EYES 
NOV 14 (Chicago Tribune) - The way Coach Gene Ronzani tells it, the Green Bay 
Packers will come into Chicago Saturday night on a hospital train for Sunday's battle with 
the Bears in Wrigley Field. "Seventeen of our fellows were hurt Sunday in Pittsburgh," 
said Gene, who learned the pre-game sobbing technique well in all the years he was on 
the Bears' coaching staff. "How many of them will be out of the game? Oh, maybe none 
of them, but how long they'll last is what's worrying me. Those Steelers really mangled 
us." Jack Cloud, fullback who ran well against the Bears in Green Bay earlier in the season 
when the Packers were beaten, 31 to 21, definitely is out with a back injury, said Ronzani. 
Cloud did not play against Pittsburgh. Most seriously banged up of the 17 from the 
Pittsburgh game are Bobby Thomason, quarterback; Billy Grimes, halfback, and Paul 
Burris, guard. When told of the Packers' enormous casualty list, Owner-Coach George 



Halas of the Bears declared: "Ronzani's a piker. We have 39 men hurt - 33 players and six coaches. Our feelings are so hurt 
they feel worse than broken bones." Whizzer White and Al Campana, who have missed the Bears' last three games, will be 
turned loose on Wrigley Field this morning to see if they have shaken off their leg injuries. The Bears enjoyed an added day 
of rest yesterday. 
DON'T FORGET! ED NEAL PLAYS WITH THE BEARS 
NOV 15 (Green Bay) - It might be fitting today to remind the populace at large that Ed Neal is playing with the Chicago 
Bears. The 285-pound former Packer, who carried the rank SMIPF 1/c (strongest man in professional football, first class), 
likely will be in the middle of the Bears’ five or seven-man line when the two clubs meet in Wrigley field Sunday. Big Ed, 
cut adrift by the Packers shortly after the Bear-Packer opener this season and claimed by the Bears, may have a mission 
mind Sunday. Like one Sunday back in 1946: Neal started his pro career with the Philadelphia Eagles in ’44 after toiling 
with umpteen different colleges. Giant Ed and the man with an “e” attached, Coach Greasy Neale, didn’t click and the 
Eagles peddled him off to Green Bay in 1945. Though Neal, then 27, liked the Bay surroundings, the big man didn’t relish 
getting cut loose so he set his revenge sights on the Eagles. Came a grey October afternoon in Philadelphia in ’46. The 
Packers had lost their first two games to the Bears and Los Angeles Rams, and the Eagle game was “it”…REMEMBER 
GRAND RAPIDS: Neal, after warming up for a couple of quarters, started to find the range from his slot in the middle of 
the defensive line. The Eagles had the ball around midfield and on five successive occasions, Ed bumped the center with 
such force that the quarterback was knocked back on his 
you know what. On the fifth “slam”, Eagle quarterback 
LeRoy Zimmerman found himself in the end zone where 
he was tackled for a safety. The Packers won, 19-7. After 
the game, Walt Kiesling, then Packer line coach, admitted 
that the Mountain could revolutionize football. But smart 
opposing centers soon learned to pull Ed offside, though 
he had a couple of hot afternoons since. What’s more, 
Neal was virtually helpless after that initial explosion. It’s 
a cold day in you-know-where when an opponent can 
upset Ed on that first charge. But it was a cold day up at 
Grand Rapid, Minn., last August when Dick Afflis, a 
rookie out of Nevada and Purdue, started moving the big 
Texan around like a 180-pound halfback. Afflis, who 
stacks some 240 pounds, was playing the middle on a 
five-man defensive line and Ed was centering with the 
other team. Neal and Afflis may not bump heads in 
Chicago because the Bears use Ed as a middle guard 
while Bulldog Turner and a couple of helpers handle 
offensive center. Afflis also has been playing mostly 
defense, although the charger may want duty on offense. 
Neal’s immediate objective likely will be the two Packer 
centers – Jay Rhodemyre and Carl Schuette. Carl, a 
linebacker last fall, relieved Neal at center some here last 
year. We have a hunch Neal figures Rhodemyre as an easy mark. When Ed learned that Jay was coming back this fall (he 
was out of the game in ’50), Neal snorted, “so egghead is coming back.” Ed apparently was fearful that Jay would beat him 
out of his job. Which actually happened. How Neal is doing with the Bears is a question not many folks in these parts can 
answer. Packer scouts have been watching him, of course, and Packer Coach Gene Ronzani has been informed that Neal 
knocked Les Bingaman “cold” in last Sunday’s Bear-Detroit game – won by the Lions, 41-28, incidentally. Bingaman is no 
small article, stacking 260 pounds in his 6-3 frame. There should be some activity around the middle of the Packer-Bear 
lines Sunday. And it could go a long ways toward deciding the contest…The Packers hit the dummy yesterday as they 
sharpened their tackling for the fast Bear backs, including big fullback John Dottley. Seven or eight of the 16 injured players 
didn’t participate because of injuries received in the Pittsburgh Steeler game. Ronzani said yesterday that “it looks like Billy 
Grimes won’t play at all against the Bears.” The other two X-ray cases, quarterback Bob Thomason and guard Billy Burris, 
likely will be used sparingly – it at all. The Bays drilled in the secrecy of Bluejay field yesterday during the driving snow 
storm. Quarterback Tobin Rote handled all of the passing in the absence of Thomason, who remained under Trainer Bud 
Jorgenson’s care in the dressing room. 
THOMASON PASSING LEADER IN LEAGUE 
NOV 15 (Green Bay) - Bob Thomason of the Green Bay Packers is tied with Detroit's Bobby Layne for the most passes 
completed in the NFL this season. Thomason has completed 92 good for an average gain of 6.39 yards, official NFL 



statisticians show. Layne also had completed 92, 
but his went for an average gain of 8.08 yards. 
Norm Van Brocklin of Los Angeles has the best 
yardage record for a passer, with 9.39 yards, 
although he had completed only 63 so far. Layne 
has thrown 17 touchdown passes, compared with 
11 for Van Brocklin and 10 for Thomason. In the 
pass-catching department, the Packers' Bob Mann 
has caught 30 passes, including eight that went for 
touchdowns, good for 458 yards. That puts him 
fourth in the league. He ranks seventh in the league 
among leading scorers with 48 points. Billy 
Grimes of the Packers has made 15 kickoff returns, 
tops in the NFL. They went for a total distance of 
385 yards, which is an average return of 25.7 
yards. His biggest kickoff return was 47 yards. 
THOMASON, GRIMES MAY MISS BEAR 
TILT 
NOV 15 (Green Bay) - Packer quarterback Bobby Thomason and halfback Billy Grimes, injured in the Steeler game last 
Sunday, are doubtful starters for the battle with the Bears at Wrigley Field this Sunday, Green Bay coach Gene Ronzani 
announced Thursday. With Thomason and Grimes probably sidelined and 14 other Packers nursing injuries suffered in the 
Pittsburgh contest, Green Bay's hopes of evening the score for this early season Bears victory appeared slim. Ronzani had 
high hopes that the Packers would rebound against the Bears after their 28-7 lacing at the hands of the Steelers, but "the 
injuries will cut our efficiency in half," he pointed out. Thomason's troubles will put the quarterbacking load on Tobin Rote 
and rob the Packers of their one-two punch. Grimes, unable to regain his 1950 form, had been counted on to sharpen the 
Packers' ground game. Billy raced nearly 85 yards for a touchdown against the Bears in Chicago last year. Four of the 16 
players are tackled - captain Dick Wildung, Ed Ecker, Howie Ruetz and Leon Manley - leaving veteran Joe Spencer as the 
only able tackle. Other injured players include Ab Wimberly, Chuck Schroll, Bob Summerhays, Dick Afflis, Dave 
Stephenson, Ham Nichols, Jay Rhodemyre and Dom Moselle. The Packers have emphasized offense in practice this week, 
having scored a total of only 24 points in their last two games - seven against Pitt and 17 against Detroit. In seven league 
games, the Packers counted 145 points - an average of 20-plus. The Bears, incidentally, counted 165 for an average of 23.5. 
WHIZZER WHITE READY 
NOV 15 (Chicago) - Wilford (Whizzer) White, one of the outstanding first year men in the NFL, is ready to run again for 
the Bears Sunday, Coach George Halas has announced that White, who has been the injured list for three weeks, will see 
some action at Wrigley Field against the Packers. White suffered a knee injury in the San Francisco game. He missed the 
two Detroit tilts and the engagement at Washington. Halas also disclosed that Steve Romanik will be the Bears' starting 
quarterback against the Packers. However, both Johnny Lujack and Bob Williams will see action in the pilot spot. 
 

 
TEA TIME: PACKERS HOPE TO SCORE EARLY 
NOV 16 (Green Bay) - The powerful tea Gene Ronzani serves between halves of all Packer games may be poured before 
the Bear game in Chicago Sunday. And the Packer coach hopes it works for a few touchdowns – early. The Packers scored 
20 touchdowns in their first seven NFL games and only seven of them came in the first half. And four of these seven were 
registered in the victory over Pittsburgh in Milwaukee Oct. 7. Drop out that Pitt tiff and you have the Packers posting just 
three TDs in the first half of six games. In total points for the first halves of those six, the Bays registered only 22 points – 
six against the Bears, three against Detroit, zero against Pittsburgh (at Pitt), six against the Los Angeles Rams, and seven 



against Philadelphia. All three first-half teedees were 
scored by Bob Mann, the elusive left end on passes – 
one from Bob Thomason for 12 yards against the Bears; 
one from Tobin Rote for 20 yards against the Yanks; 
and one from Thomason for five yards against the 
Eagles. Ronzani is convinced the Packers can score in 
the first half. Gene’s thinking is: “If we can score when 
the heat is on in the last half then we can get some points 
in the first half, too.” And everybody who’s ever seen a 
Bear-Packer game will agree that the heat’s on for 60 
minutes!...The NFL will feature its newest and oldest 
rivalries in two games Sunday. The oldest sends the 
Packers against the Bears in their 67th game while the 
newest calls for a battle between the Cleveland Browns 
and New York Giants in the Polo grounds. The Browns 
and Giants will be fighting for the lead in the National 
conference…The weakest and strongest rushing attacks 
in the league will be colliding in Chicago Sunday. The 
Packers have gained a mere 562 yards on the ground in 
the first seven games while the Bears pace the circuit 
with their 1,332 turf yards – a difference of 770 yards. 
Only San Francisco is close to the Bears in ground 
stripes, boasting 1,312. The Bays, one of the passingest 
teams in the wheel, have an edge on the Bears in 
pitching, 1,653 yards to 1,340. The Bears’ power on the 
ground shows up in the scoring; so does the Packers’ 
power in the air. The Bears counted 15 of their 22 TDs 
on the ground while the Packers registered 15 of their 
20 in the air…The Packers will enter Sunday’s classic a 
14-point underdog – chiefly on the basis of the clubs’ 
records, the Bears with 5-2 and the Packers with 3-4. 
But the pointmakers are keeping their fingers crossed 
because, as they say, anything can happen in the Bear-
Packer game…PACKINGS: The Lumberjack band will 
perform during Sunday’s game. The band, directed by 
Wilner Burker, is being sent to Chicago by the Men’s 
and Women’s Quarterback club…The injury situation 
in the Packer camp was no better today. The squad has 
around 16 cripples. Most seriously hurt are halfback 
Billy Grimes, guard Buddy Burris and quarterback 
Bobby Thomason…The Packers have been working out 
in the Bluejay baseball park. The turf in City stadium is 
being covered with heavy paper and hay to assure a fast 
field for the Yank game here Dec. 2…A week from 

Sunday the Bears invade Cleveland, while the Packers play at Detroit Thanksgiving. Incidentally, the Packer-Lion game 
will be televised nationally by the Dumont network. The game in Brigg’s stadium will be blacked out in Michigan and in 
Toledo. It will be the only holiday game on TV next Thursday. The Lions in Philadelphia Sunday…The Packers will hold 
a meeting tonight and drill lightly Saturday morning before leaving on the 11 o’clock Northwestern. 
NEARLY $3,000 IN THORPE FUND 
NOV 16 (Green Bay) - Contributions to the Green Bay fund for Jim Thorpe, ailing Indian athlete considered the greatest 
this country ever has produced, had mounted to nearly $3,000 today. The biggest single amount came from the motion 
picture company that produced a film version of Thorpe’s life. Mort Blumenstock of Warner Brothers reported that his 
company will contribute $2,500 to the fund. In addition, $108.19 was collected at Thursday night’s Men’s Quarterback club 
meeting. These two contributions, together with $260 previously reported, brings the present total to $2,868.19. Additional 
donations are expected, one of them from the Hudson Sharp company where a collection is being taken up under the 
direction of Cliff Butterfield. The money collected will be used to buy an annuity for Thorpe, whose wife said he is broke. 



The 63-year old athlete was one of the nation’s all-time stars in football, track and field and other sports. Thorpe, who 
underwent surgery for a lip cancer earlier in the week, was discharged today from Philadelphia’s Lankenau hospital. Doctors 
at Lankenau said the operation was successful. Jim will go to New York within a few days to resume performances with his 
traveling all-Indian show. 
NATIONAL LOOP NEEDS PLACE LIKE GREEN BAY FOR ITS SPIRIT 
NOV 16 (Green Bay) - “Professional football sorely lacks spirit – that’s why the NFL needs a place like Green Bay.” The 
speecher was Lloyd Larson, Milwaukee Sentinel sports editor, and the burly man who formerly officiated football in the 
Big Ten reminded the quarterbacks that “the Packers will never curl up and die as long as there are fans like you.” Larson, 
one of the Packers’ leading Packer backers in Milwaukee and around the state, pointed to the near-20,000 crowd for the 
Packer-Detroit game here in 17-degree weather. “Why the Browns and Giants wouldn’t draw that many in New York in 
that kind of weather, and if the Yanks were home in the same weather, the only people there would be the players,” he 
declared, adding that “the big city lacks spirit – the stuff that keeps up interest year after year.” A winner is a must in a big 
town – “otherwise they’ll drop you,” Larson said. As to Milwaukee, Larson said that the stadium should be ready next fall. 
He predicted that the location of the stadium should increase Packer attendance, adding with a laugh, “why a fella came up 
to me in Milwaukee the other day and said he’d just found his way back from a Packer game at State Fair park.” Urging the 
members to “keep the right to second guess,” Larson said that “without interference football would fold up and die.” He 
smiled, “if you don’t like your second guess, take a third or fourth or fifth – you can’t go wrong and you’ll always be right.” 
As to officiating, Larson said that fans have a right to complain of mechanical mistakes made by officials but “it’s not fair 
to jump officials for decision of judgment.” Regarding mechanical errors, Larson pointed out a corker in the Wisconsin-
Illinois game – one that might have deprived the Badgers of a championship and a Rose Bowl trip. Wisconsin had first 
down on the Illini one-yard line. Strehlow, crouched on the four, took the ball on a handoff and went forward but was shoved 
back. The officials put the ball down on the four. “Why, Strehlow had to advance at least two yards before he could even 
take the ball from the quarterback – yet they put the ball back on the four,” Larson said, adding “to top it off the Badgers 
got a six-yard penalty on the next play, moving it back to the 10.”…Packer Head Coach Gene Ronzani, presiding during 
the question-answer period, recalled that “George Halas (Bear coach) told me once that he’d retire after winning just one 
more championship.” The Bay mentor told the QBs that “I hope to be meeting Halas year after year in this loop – for many 
years.” Ronzani urged fans to “steam up a hatred for the Bears,” adding “a fellow told me once that the trouble with most 
fans is that they don’t hate the Bears enough.” As to Sunday’s game, Ronzani said that “we’re in terrible shape (physically) 
but we’ll do our best.” A number of quarterbacks wanted to know about the lack of protection for Packer passers and the 
Bays’ rushing game. As to protection, Ronzani said that “our passers combined have one of the best percentages of 
completions in the league – which shows some protection – while Thomason is leading the league with 60 percent.” Gene 



said that the rushers are still averaging their three yards a 
try, although he admitted that he would like to see more 
running. “We hope to maintain a 60-40 attack, with the 
edge on passing,” he said. Somebody wanted to know 
why the Packers didn’t grab Bosh Pritchard, released by 
the Eagles and signed by the Giants. “There is no 
advantage in taking a 33-yard old back and cutting some 
promising young back,” he said…Chief Quarterback 
Herman Martell announced that next week’s meeting will 
be held on Wednesday night because of Thanksgiving 
day. A Wisconsin film and the Packer-Bear picture will 
be shown. Don Arthur of WDUZ told of the Jim Thorpe 
Fund. Ted Fritsch narrated the Packer-Steeler game 
picture. 
PACKER-LION GAME ON TELEVISION 
NOV 16 (Milwaukee) - The Packer-Lion game in Detroit 
Thanksgiving Day will be televised over WTMJ-TV 
starting at 11 AM, it was announced Thursday. The 
Miller Brewing Company will sponsor the cost of the 
coast-to-coast hookup over the Dumont Network, with 
only Michigan and Toledo, OH being blacked out. 
BEARS FRET OVER OLD JINX FOE - PACKERS 
NOV 17 (Chicago Tribune) - The once mighty Green Bay 

Packers, who over the last four seasons have lost 32 games while winning only 11, will come to town this this evening for 
tomorrow's giant killing task against the Chicago Bears in Wrigley field. Because of the excitement the teams have generated 
in 66 battles since 1921, their series still remains one of the top ones in the NFL. Twice in the last four years the Packers 
have contributed to the Bears' failure to win in the west. In the 1947 opener, the Packers whipped the Bears, 29 to 20, after 
which the Bears finished a game behind the Chicago Cardinals for the western title. Last year the Packers waylaid the Bears 
in Green Bay, 31 to 21, one of the three defeats suffered by the north siders which threw them into an unsuccessful playoff 
with the Los Angeles Rams. In their opener this year, the Bears escaped with a 31 to 21 triumph. Since then the Packers 
have won 3 and lost 3. In the old days under Curly Lambeau, the Packers were the league's greatest exponent of the forward 
pass. Gene Ronzani, Lambeau's successor, is following that pattern this year. In seven games the Packers have hurled 266 



passes, an average of 38 per game. The Los Angeles Rams, 
generally rated the passingest team in football, have thrown only 
228. The Packers have completed 137 pitches to 110 for the Rams. 
Twenty of the Packers' 25 touchdowns have come through the air. 
The Bears have run for 14 of their 22 scores. 
PLASMAN LOST FOR BEAR TILT 
NOV 17 (Green Bay) – Plagued by player injuries all week, the 
Packers have suffered a loss in the coaching ranks for their big game 
with the Bears in Chicago Sunday. Dick Plasman, the Packers’ big 
end coach and pressbox “eye” during games, underwent an 
appendectomy at St. Vincent hospital. Dick was reported resting 
well but will be lost for a week. Plasman had been losing weight 
since he became ill in Pittsburgh a week ago yesterday and finally 
consented to seeing a physician yesterday. Assistants Chuck Drulis 
or Ray Mclean will handle the Bear-Packer game from the pressbox 
Sunday. 
PACKERS FACE BEARS IN 67TH GAME IN CHICAGO 
SUNDAY 
NOV 17 (Chicago) - It's been a long time since the Packers beat the 
Chicago Bears in Wrigley field. Ten years, to be exact! And there's 
no indication that the Green Bay luck will change when the 
traditional rivals collide in their 67th NFL match here Sunday 
afternoon, since the experts are giving the nod to the Bears by some 
14 points. Approximately 45,000 fans will witness the bitter battle, 
with nearly 3,000 of them coming down from Green Bay. Kickoff 
is set for 1:30. The last time a Packer team defeated the Bears here 
was in 1941 when the Bays came off with a tremendous 16-14 upset 
win over the strongest team in Bear history. The Packers went back 
to Chicago for a rematch that year to decide the division 
championship, but the Bears won, 33-14. The closest Packer-Bear 
game played here since '41 was the 7-6 struggle in 1948, the 24-
point favored Bears winning when Ed Cody missed an extra point 
kick. The Packers "got up" for that effort during a rousing public 
sendoff at the North Western depot. The Packers had a chance to 
"get up" again today as 1,500 fans saw the team off at the NW depot 
at 11 o'clock this morning. The demonstration, sponsored by the 
Men's QB club, featured fireworks, sirens from the fire trucks, talks, 
music by the Packer Lumberjack band, and organized noise led by 
Packer cheerleaders. The Packers will be facing a geared-up 
Chicago Bear machine - one that was unexpectedly bounced, 41-28, 
but the Detroit Lions last Sunday. The Bears haven't lost two games 
in a row since '48, thus making the Packer job doubly stiff tomorrow. 
But the Bears must face the powerful Browns a week from Sunday 
and it's possible they might be looking ahead. The Bays play at 
Detroit Thanksgiving day...BEARS IN GOOD SHAPE: Packer 
fortunes have been on the gloomy side all week, what with 
seventeen injured players including quarterback Bobby Thomason, 
halfback Billy Grimes and guard Buddy Burris. Coach Gene 

Ronzani said "we'll have to use 'em sparingly." The other inured players will be handicapped. The Bears move into action 
in good condition. In fact, two players who missed the last three games will be ready - halfbacks Whizzer White and Al 
Campana. Al gave the Packers trouble in Chicago last year on his reverses. The Packers' big task Sunday will be stopping 
the Bear running attack - especially big rookie fullback John Dottley. The Bruin running game ranks as the best in  the NFL 
thus far. Coach George Halas reported that he will start Steve Romanik at quarterback, but it's likely that Johnny Lujack, an 
old Packer thorn, will handle most of the calling and passing - not to mention running himself. The Packers will be out to 
generate a little power of their own on the ground to mix with their powerful air game. The Bay turf machine ranks lowest 
in the league, but the air corps is among the top three. In the long run, however, the Packers probably will depend on their 



air arm for scores, with Tobin Rote and 
Thomason pitching and a host of ends and 
backs receiving. Bob Mann, who already 
caught eight touchdowns and had seven 
called back, is the Packers' big 
threat...MANN NEVER BEAT BEARS: 
Mann, who played with Detroit in 1948 and 
1949 and the last three games with the 
Packers in 1950, never has had the pleasure 
of beating the Bears. The Packers have a bit 
of revenge coming Sunday - especially 
Thomason who was kneed in the back 
openly by tackle Paul Stenn in the league 
opener in Green Bay Oct. 1. Then there's Mr. 
Ed Sprinkle, who leaped and stepped on 
several Packers in the same game. The Bears 
have a gent who's looking for a bit of 
revenge. He's Ed Neal, the former Packer 
guard-center, who was traded to the Bears 
after the opener. With guys like Neal, Stenn 
and Sprinkle, the big battle likely will be 
fought up front with such as Dick Wildung, 
Leon Manley, Jay Rhodemyre and Ab 
Wimberly leading the way...The Packers 
will get a special lift by the Packer 
Lumberback band, which is being sent to the 
game by the Men's and Women's 
Quarterback club. The band, directed by Wilner Burke, will perform on the field 
between halves and provide music during the game. The Packers are headquartering 
at the Knickerbocker hotel. They'll return on the 6:30 North Western Sunday night, 
arriving in Green Bay at 10 o'clock. 
TITLE CONSCIOUS BEARS BATTLE PACKERS TODAY 

NOV 18 (Chicago Tribune) - The western division race in the NFL will sizzle again today, no matter what the temperatures 
are in Chicago, Los Angeles or Philadelphia. Of most interest in the middle-west and particularly Chicago is the Bears' 
engagement in Wrigley field with the Green Bay Packers, always a doughty foe. The Los Angeles Rams, tied for the lead 
with the Bears, have an assignment with the New York Yanks. The Detroit Lions, who last Sunday whipped the Bears, 41 
to 28, play an interdivision match with the Philadelphia Eagles. The Bears and Rams have won five out of seven. The Lions 
have won four, lost two and tied one. Another pllus-40,000 crowd is assured this afternoon to watch the Bears try to sidetrack 
their traditional foe for the second time this season. The Packers won two of their first three games and after suffering a 28 
to 0 shutout by the Rams, beat the New York Yanks, 29 to 27, to match their 1950 production of three victories. In their last 
two contests, the northmen lost to Detroit, 24 to 17, and to Pittsburgh, 28 to 7. The Packers also absorbed a physical beating 
at Pittsburgh and Coach Gene Ronzani has widely advertised the wounds suffered. The Bears insist that Gene, who once 
played with the Bears and later helped coach them, is only going through psychological gymnastics to make them think the 
game will be a soft touch. Since the two teams met last September, Neal has transferred from the Packers to the Bears and 
Harper Davis from the Bears to the Packers. Though Whizzer White, the Bears' spectacular runner, will be back in action 
after a three week layoff because of a knee injury, it is improbable he will be in top form. Fullback Jack Cloud, who ran 
effectively against the Bears at Green Bay, will be out, but Fred Cone, 195 pound rookie from Clemson, has been an able 
replacement. Since Ted Fritsch retired early this season, Cone has been kicking field goals and extra points. One of the few 
survivors of the old Packers is Tony Canadeo, who is listed to start at left half. At right half is Dom Moselle, who broke in 
with the Cleveland Browns. Tobin Rote and Bob Thomason, if he recovers from injuries, will be back at quarterback against 
the Bears' threesome of Johnny Lujack, Steve Romanik and Bob Williams. 
PACKERS' CONDITION HOLD KEY TO GAME 
NOV 18 (Chicago) - The question was all the same all around pro football circles Saturday night: Just how badly are the 
Green Bay Packers crippled? Or are they just playing a cute little game of possum? Gene Ronzani lead his men into town 
Saturday night for Sunday's game with the Chicago Bears at Wrigley Field, moaning loud about one of the longest injury 
lists in Packer history. All week he moaned: "We're in the worst shape in years," he complained, "positively the worst. 



Those Steelers murdered us last week. Why, we had 16 men banged up so badly that for a while early this week we didn't 
know who could play. Oh, most of them will be in there Sunday, will have to be, but we don't know how long any of them 
will last. We're just in bad, bad shape." That was Green Bay's side of it and Ronzani made it sound convincing enough 
although none of the men he led into town had crutches. The other side came from the Bears and particularly George Halas. 
"Horsefeathers," Halas said. "Sure, last Sunday's game with Pittsburgh was a rough one. We had scouts there. But they're 
not kidding us a bit with their cry baby stuff. They're laying for us. They weren't hurt anywhere near as bad as they make 
off." So nobody knew Saturday night just what to expect. Most seriously injured of the Packers last week were Bobby 
Thomason, passing star; Billy Grimes, halfback, and Paul Burris, guard. All will be ready to play Sunday, Ronzani admitted, 
but might not last long if this should turn out to be a donnybrook of the kind the Packers and Bears often play. Thomason's 
loss especially would be a damaging blow, for he has proved himself one of the best bombardiers in the league, and it is by 
air, against a shaky Bear defense, that the Packers will undoubtedly will come. They threw 65 percent of the time in the first 
game of the series at Green Bay in September, which the Bears won 31-20. Detroit last Sunday repeatedly punctured the 
Bears' secondary with passes. In contract to the Packers, if what Ronzani says of the club's physical condition is true, the 
Bears will be in their best shape in several weeks. Nobody was hurt in the licking at Detroit's hands last week, and Whizzer 
White, out of action for several weeks, will finally be back. White in earlier games was the spark plug of Chicago's running 
game. How much of an eye the Bears will have on their meeting with the Cleveland Browns a week hence may have an 
important bearing on the outcome of Sunday's game. The Bears Saturday night ruled a solid two-touchdown choice. 
 

 
 
 

 
 


