
 
San Francisco 49ers (4-5) 33, Green Bay Packers (1-7-1) 12 

Sunday November 23rd 1958 (at Milwaukee) 
 

 

 
GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE) 

 
(MILWAUKEE) - The Packers continued in an offense-less rut Sunday. They scored 
one touchdown and two field goals for 12 points in the process of losing their seventh 
NFL game - a 33-12 battle with the San Francisco 49ers in County stadium. This was 
a weird game, witnessed by 19,786 fans, but the tune was strangely familiar - no offense 
but scrappy defense. Green Bay now has scored only 29 points in the last four games 
(0, 10, 7 and 12) for an average of 7.2. 
PLAY AGAIN THURSDAY 
The Packers can make Packerland forget this latest disappointment in a hurry since the 
Bays will play their next game Thursday - the Lions in Detroit in the annual 
Thanksgiving day feature. Detroit also lost Sunday - 20 to 7 to the Bears. Weird? The 
game started with an onside kickoff and ended with a free-for-all- fight, with the fans 
pouring out of the stands to get a closer look. The contest wasn't exactly an 
"advertisement" for pro football, and six players were ejected for fighting. Oddities 
seemed to run in pairs. In the first two minutes, the 49ers tried two onside kickoffs and 
in the first half there were two extra points blocked, one for each side, and two field 
goals blocked - both off the toe of Gordy Soltau, who tried six FGs in all. San Francisco 
got off to a 6-0 edge in the first 1:41 and the first of two Paul Hornung field goals made 
it 6-3 at 6:20. Billy Howton's first touchdown of the season - on a 16-yard Babe Parilli 
pass, put the Packers ahead at 9:25 in the first quarter. 
TIE THE SCORE 
The 49ers tied the score at 9-9 on a Soltau field goal in the second quarter and went 
ahead on his third FG in the third quarter. Hornung's second field goal tied it again 12-

12 at 5:29 of the third period. San Francisco then broke away with three touchdowns in the last nine minutes of the game to 
turn an otherwise tight affair into a rout. The Packers never were able to make the 49ers press, although they had a chance 
to go ahead 16-12 in the third quarter when Howton dropped a perfect 29-yard strike in the end zone. That was a real bad 
break for the Packers, although Hornung's tying field goal followed. That was the last time the Packers had penetrated 49er 
territory until Joe Francis and a roughing penalty helped the Bays move down after the 49ers created the final score in the 
waning minutes. 
NEEDED OFFENSE 
The Packers were badly in need of some offense, some ball control, some completions and some points. They totaled 230 
yards, including only 81 passing on six completions in 19 attempts by Parilli and 2-for-6 by Francis. Bart Starr never was 
used. A 33-yard punt by Max McGee and a defensive snafu set up the 49ers' 19-12 lead at 6:08 of the fourth quarter. Then, 
in quick order, a fumble by Parilli on a quick whistle deep in Packer territory and a fumble by Jim Taylor on the ensuing 
kickoff set the stage for two more quick touchdowns. The 49ers scores those three TDs in 4 minutes and 23 seconds. Y.A. 
Tittle pitched to Billy Wilson - who was lonesome for lack of a defenser - 15 yards for the first of the quick fatal three TDs, 



Hugh McElhenny plunged three yards for the second, 
and R.C. (Alley Oop) Owens caught a tipped-up Tittle 
pass (by Hank Gremminger) for the third. 
539 YARDS 
The Packer defense was dented for a rousing 539 yards, 
including 256 by rushing and 283 by passing. Those 
kind of figures indicated a fantastic final score, like 56-
0 maybe, but the Bay defense was gutty inside the 20. 
Green Bay was unfortunate in that two key 49ers had 
"comeback" days on Nov. 23 - Tittle and McElhenny. 
Tittle had been ailing and never felt good until Sunday 
when he completed 20 of 35 for 283 yards and three 
touchdowns. McElhenny went into the game with a 
mediocre (for him) 214 yards in 65 rushes. The great 
veteran ran like a 22-year old Sunday getting 159 yards 
in 22 attempts. In addition, "Alley Oop" hadn't caught a 
touchdown pass until Sunday and Wilson came up with 
his greatest day of the season - eight catches for 128 
yards and two touchdowns. Wilson had a shoulder 
separation earlier and was coming along gradually. 
Sunday he arrived. 
LED PACKERS 
Hornung led the Packer forces for the second straight 
week, with 92 yards in 12 trips. Parilli hit only three receivers - Howton (four catches), Joe Johnson three, and McGee one. 
The Packers won the toss and the 49ers tried a surprise right away, an onside kickoff that was recovered by Mertens. They 
scored in three plays for the Packer 43. Wilson took Tittle's pass for six yards and the touchdown. Dan Currie blasted up 
the middle to block Soltau's point try. The Packers scored nine points after an exchange of punts. Hornung booted a 41-yard 
field goal to make it 6-3 at 6:20. Soltau missed one from the 48. 
MADE 80 YARDS 
The Packers then moved 80 yards in six plays to take a 9-6 lead. Howton took Parilli's 16-yard pitch in the corner of the end 
zone at 9:25. Hornung's kick was blocked by Hazeltine. McElhenny raced 34 yards to the Packer 46 and Bill Forester was 
hurt and lost for the day. Marv Matuszak, the former 49er who joined the Packers this week, finished out. Early in the 
second quarter, Bobby Dillon and Hank Gremminger were injured on successive plays and had to leave, although they 
returned later. Soltau's 17-yard field goal tied the count at 9-9 at 6:17 of the second frame. Two Tittle passes to Owen for 
46 yards set up another Soltau field goal shortly before the half, from the 36. Ray Nitschke and Tom Bettis pushed the center 
into Soltau's kick, blocking it. 
NITSCHKE BLOCKS FG 
Later, Soltau lined up for a field goal from the 50 but Nitschke blocked this one. The 49ers took the second half kickoff and 
went down for a Soltau field goal, from the 26 for a 12-9 lead. The Packers came back in a hurry. Hornung turned the right 
end and stepped away and zig-zagged 55 yards to the Frisco 17 as the lights went on. After Howton dropped Parilli's pass, 
Hornung field goaled from the 37 for a 12-12 score. A bit later Soltau missed his sixth field goal try, the ball going slightly 
left from the 19. Several plays later Wilson caught Tittle's 15-yarder for a touchdown. Soltau made first point for 19-12. 
The 49ers were allowed to wrestle with Parilli on the ground for the ball and they were given a fumble recovery. An 
interference penalty on Gremminger on Owens in the end zone put the 49ers on the Bay one and McElhenny cracked over. 
Soltau's kick made it 26-12. Taylor fumbled the kickoff on the Packer 31 and Soltau recovered. On third down Owens 
caught a tipped-up pass in the end zone for 33-12. There was more action to come. Francis ran 13 yards and completed two 
passes to Johnson for 23 yards before Ridlon recovered Johnson's fumble. Just before the end the players of both squads 
shortened their tempers and several fights broke out. On Pace's 18-yard run Bettis and Dugan mixed it up the sidelines and 
the crowd raced out of the stands. Both were tossed out of the game. Thumbed earlier for scrapping were Spencer, Smith, 
Rubke and Thomas.  

SAN FRANCISCO -  6  3  3 21 - 33 
GREEN BAY     -  9  0  3  0 - 12 

                   SAN FRANCISCO     GREEN BAY 
First Downs                   26            11 
Rushing-Yards-TD        42-256-1      20-149-0 
Att-Comp-Yd-TD-Int 35-20-283-3-0   25-8-81-1-1 
Sack Yards Lost                0            23 



Total Yards                  539           207 
Fumbles-lost                 3-1           4-3 
Turnovers                      1             4 
Yards penalized             9-78          3-35 

SCORING 
1st - SF - Billy Wilson, 6-yard pass from Y.A. Tittle (Gordie Soltau kick blocked) SAN 
FRANCISCO 6-0 
1st - GB - Paul Hornung, 41-yard field goal SAN FRANCISCO 6-3 
1st - GB - Billy Howton, 16-yard pass from Babe Parilli (Hornung kick failed) GREEN BAY 9-
6 
2nd - SF - Soltau, 17-yard field goal TIED 9-9 
3rd - SF - Soltau, 31-yard field goal SAN FRANCISCO 12-9 
3rd - GB - Hornung, 37-yard field goal TIED 12-12 
4th - SF - Wilson, 15-yard pass from Tittle (Soltau kick) SAN FRANCISCO 19-12 
4th - SF - Hugh McElhenny, 2-yard rush (Soltau kick) SAN FRANCISCO 26-12 
4th - SF - R.C. Owens, 23-yard pass from Tittle (Soltau kick)SAN FRANCISCO 33-12 
RUSHING 
GREEN BAY - Paul Hornung 12-92, Don McIlhenny 4-44. Joe Francis 2-13, Al Carmichael 1-
0, Jim Shanley 1-0 
SAN FRANCISCO - Hugh McElhenny 22-159 1 TD, Joe Perry 15-73, James Pace 2-26, Y.A. Tittle 3-(-2) 
PASSING 
GREEN BAY - Babe Parilli 19-6-58 1 TD 1 INT, Joe Francis 6-2-23 
SAN FRANCISCO - Y.A. Tittle 35-20-283 3 TD 
RECEIVING 
GREEN BAY - Billy Howton 4-43 1 TD, Joe Johnson 3-34, Max McGee 1-4 
SAN FRANCISCO - Billy Wilson 8-128 2 TD, Joe Perry 5-36, R.C. Owens 4-90 1 TD, Hugh McElhenny 2-19, Clyde 
Conner 1-10 
 

 
OFFENSE FAILED - MCLEAN 
NOVEMBER 24 (Milwaukee Sentinel) - The 49ers had their best day of the season on offense, running and passing for 539 
yards, while the Packers totaled only 230. That about sums up the 33-12 defeat hung on the Packers Sunday. As enthused 
as 49er coach Frankie Albert was, the reverse was true in the Packer dressing room where Coach Scooter McLean moaned, 
"the offense didn't do anything, especially after the first half." Someone mentioned that the Packer got tough inside the 20, 
but Scooter snapped, "So did they, but they scored." Regarding the Packers' overall effort, McLean said with a half smile: 
"They were working hard the first half as the 9-9 score indicated, but- " The sensational pass catching of R.C. Owens, 49er 
end, and the Packers' own fumbles broke the game wide open in the fourth period, McLean pointed out. "And if (Bill) 
Howton hangs on to that pass in the end zone, it might have been a different game," the headman recalled. What was the 
Packer coach's opinion of Marv Matuszak, recently acquired on waivers from the 49ers? "I thought he did a good job, 
considering he was with us only a few days and didn't know our defenses completely," Scooter said. In the 49ers' dressing 
room, Albert held a slightly difference view of the game's turning point. "We just wore down their defensive units, 
particularly, in the last quarter when we controlled the ball. And that fumble of theirs on the kickoff after our touchdown 
put them in the hole again." Asked to explain the Packers' blocking of two field goal attempts and one extra point by Gordie 
Soltau, Albert said: "They loaded up in the center and we just had a physical break at that point." Tom Bettis and Ray 
Nitschke were the key figures in the loading up. Twice they upended 49er center Karl Rubke into the ball after the boot. For 
a club that does most of its moving through the air all season, even Albert was a bit surprised at the amount of yardage the 
49ers got on the ground. "But," he added, "for the first time this season we consistently opened the lanes for (Hugh) 
McElhenny and (Joe) Perry. At the same time our tackles were containing their defensive ends." One of the thorns in the 
Packers' collective sides, and Howton's specifically, was Jerry Mertens, the Racine youngster who plays defensive halfback. 
Albert tagged Mertens as "one of our better defensive backs. Jerry's only a rookie and has a very bright future. He's a good 



pro player." "I'm satisfied with the club," Albert 
stated. Was that to mean he had no intention of 
retiring as has been reported in some circles on the 
West Coast? "I never said I intended it," he retorted, 
"and you won't find a reliable quote by me saying 
that I did." Vic Morabito, president of the 49ers, as 
asked whether Albert's job was in jeopardy prior to 
Sunday's game as has been rumored. All of which 
indicated that Albert will remain as coach. 
PACKER WIN THURSDAY COULD ERASE 
'WORST FEAR' PROSPECT 
NOV 25 (Appleton Post-Crescent) - The Packers 
can take some of the curse off the disappointing 
1958 season by whipping the Lions in Detroit 
Thanksgiving day. And, by winning, they can make 
sure this isn't going to the worst season in Packer 
history. Green Bay's worst season was 1949 when - 
in Curly Lambeau's last season as coach - the record 
was 2-10. The Packers beat Detroit, 16-14, and the 
old New York Bulldogs, 19-0. The 'Dogs had none 
other than Bobby Layne at quarterback. He was then 
a refugee sophomore from the Bears...END 
SEASON AT LA: The Packers would have to lose 
all of their last three games to go down as the team 
with "the worst" record. Such a horrible 
circumstance would place the final record at 1-10-1. 
Tasty turkey Thursday would set the Packers' mark 
at 2-7-1, and get the team in fine spirits for a revenge 
battle at San Francisco Dec. 7. The season ends at 
Los Angeles Dec. 14. The Packers had one other 2-
win season - in 1953, which was Gene Ronzani's 
final year, when the team posted 2-9-1...HAD TO 
FORGET: The Packers now have a 4-game losing 
streak going since whipping Philadelphia, 38-35, 
here Oct. 26. Since then, they lost to Baltimore, 56-
0; the Bears, 24-10; Los Angeles, 20-7, and San 
Francisco last Sunday, 33-12. With a short practice 
week, the Packers had to forget that 49er setback in 
a hurry. Coach Ray McLean called a squad meeting 
for Monday afternoon - usually an off day, and 
loosened up lightly. A workout was scheduled for 
this afternoon. McLean called off Wednesday's drill 
- "maybe a little extra rest will help everybody," he 
said. Normally. the team takes just a light drill on 
the day before a game. The Packers will leave by a 
chartered United Airlines plane from Austin 
Straubel field at 1:30 Wednesday afternoon. They'll 
stay at the Fort Shelby. Kickoff is set for Thursday 
noon, which is 11 a.m. in Green Bay...FORESTER 
'DOUBTFUL': Bill Forester is the Packers' only 
doubtful starter. He injured his ankle early in the 49er game and was replaced by Marv Matuszak, the newcomer from San 
Francisco. Matuszak or Dan Currie will replace him. Currie plays both outside linebacker spots. The squad has a "lot of 
little hurts," McLean said - "nothing serious but Bill." Currie, the former Michigan State ace, will be making his first 
appearance "back home". The Detroit native, who played at St. Anthony High, saw little action in the earlier Lion game in 
Green Bay. But he's sure to figure strongly in the Packers' defense Thursday. All of the Packers will be on special display 



Thursday because the game will be televised from 
coast to coast and will have an audience in the high 
millions. As McLean put it, "this is the time, where 
everybody is watching us, to make something out of 
this season yet." 
TITTLE, PARILLI OFFERED A STUDY IN 
CONTRASTS 
NOV 25 (Appleton Post-Crescent) - Tuesday 
Quarterback No. 9: The opposing quarterbacks, the 
Packers' Babe Parilli and the 49ers' Y.A. Tittle, 
offered an interesting study Sunday. And we couldn't 
help but hark back to a day in practice during the 
training season when Coach Ray McLean yelled after 
a pass play failed: "You only had eyes for one man; 
look over the field and pick somebody else out." 
Parilli had just thrown to Billy Howton, the receiver 
who was named in the play, but Howton was covered 
and Howie Ferguson was open...FOLLOWING 
RECEIVER: The Babe seemed to be following the 
supposed-to-get-it receiver pretty much Sunday, 
while at times we got the impression that Tittle never 
had any particular receiver. Of course, old "Yats" did 
have a particular catcher on each play but he scanned 
the horizon before pitching each time. He generally 
kept himself a "safety" on hand - usually the fullback, 
Joe Perry, to catch that short flare pass if the catchers 
downfield were occupied. The Packers failed to tackle 
Tittle for any losses in his 35 attempts, although Dave 
Hanner kept him in hot water several times, but the 
veteran QB kept his head moving while looking over 
the field. San Francisco pass catchers seem to 
continue their maneuvering downfield much longer 
than the Packers' catchers who just pull up and stop 
when the required number of steps have been taken. 
This represented an advantage for Tittle in picking out 
a receiver and a disadvantage for Parilli. Howton's 
dropping of Parilli's pass in the end zone, which would 
have put the Packers ahead, 16-12, in the third quarter, 
was a wicked blow for the veteran Packer QB. Babe 
was, and still is, looking for some confidence...ONLY 
8 COMPLETIONS: The Packers didn't set the 49ers 
afire offensively - 149 yards rushing and only 81 
passing for a total of 230. The low pass total came on 
eight completions in 25 attempts. Hugh McIlhenny 
with his 159 yards exceeded the Packers' rushing total. 
Ninety[one of the Packers' rush yards came on two 
plays - Don McIlhenny's 36-yard slant in the first 
quarter and Paul Hornung's 55-yard romp in the third. 
Both runs set up points, which gives you an idea how important it is to gain some on the ground. McIlhenny's rip set up the 
wheels in motion for Parilli's 16-yard touchdown pass to Howton and a 9-6 leads. Hornung's run set up his field goal that 
tied the score at 12-up. Hornung averaged 7.6 yards on each of his 12 trips finishing with 92 yards, but without that longie 
his average was 3.3. McIlhenny's average (he finished with four for 44) without his long ride was 2.6. But we'll take those 
long hops; they can break an enemy team if you get enough of them. The 49ers had numerous passes and runs of between 
15 and 20 yards. The 49ers stacked it up - 539 yards in all...OFFICIALS HAVE 'TROUBLE': While the Packers and 49ers 
were having trouble operating efficiently, the officials seemed to be having trouble also, blowing fast and slow whistles. 
They couldn't agree on the number of players tossed out for fighting. The 49ers said four of their numbers were thumbed - 



the Packers had two. That makes a total of six. Referee 
Bob Austin was quoted as saying four and two other 
officials disagreed. Listed as $50 contributors to the 
league treasury was 49ers Karl Rubke, John Thomas, 
J.D. Smith and Fred Dugan and Packers Ollie Spencer 
and Tom Bettis. When Howton dropped Parilli's 
touchdown pass, Detroit Assistant Coach Bob Dove, 
who was scouting the Packers, cracked: "too many 
responsibilities," referring to Howton's duties as 
president of the NFL Player association. 
PRESSURE OFF, BUT LIONS HURT 
NOV 25 (Detroit) - Now that the Lions are 
mathematically eliminated from the NFL race, they 
would like to settle down and play some serious football 
without thinking of the pressure. "We'd like to do just 
that," said Coach George Wilson Tuesday, "but it's not 
possible. We're hurting so bad we won't even have 11 
healthy starters." The Lions, out of the race with a 3-5-
1 mark after winning the world championship a year 
ago, meet the Packers here Thursday in the traditional 
Thanksgiving Day contest. The game will be nationally 
televised (WXIX, locally, 11 a.m.). A previous Detroit-
Green Bay meeting early in the season resulted in a 13-
13 tie. Green Bay's overall record is only 1-7-1. Wilson 
insists Detroit will have trouble fielding a backfield. 
"I'm not crying just to make myself heard," he said. "I've 
been around too long to do that. But both our 
quarterbacks are hurt, three of our backs are hurt, two 
of our ends and several of our linemen just won't be able 
to go anywhere near full steam - and maybe not at all." 
Quarterback Tobin Rote hurt his shoulder in Sunday's 
20-7 loss to the Bears and his replacement, Earl Morrall, 
has been hampered by injuries for several weeks. End 
Jim Doran is definitely out for the season with a pulled 
leg muscle. The Lions have signed a former University 
of Detroit star, Perry Richards, to take his place. Dave 
Middleton, another end, is out with an illness. Backs 
Gene Gedman, Howard Cassady and Ken Webb are 
slowed by leg injuries. "When I look down our list of 
ailments it looks like a hospital report," said Wilson. 
"We had several injuries to key players the week before 
the Bear game, too, and I thought it'd be a good idea to 
hide them. So I told everybody the Lions were in good 
shape physically. This week, I can't hide it. Anyway, it 
didn't do us any good against Chicago." A 
Thanksgiving Day game has been a Detroit feature for 
many years. The Packers have been on the holiday 
schedule since 1951, and have only one victory. That 
one, in 1956, knocked the Lions out of the Western 
Division title race. 
PRO FOOTBALL MYSTERY: HOW DID GREEN 
BAY PACKERS WIN A GAME? 
NOV 25 (San Francisco Examiner) - It says here in the 
pro football log that the Green Bay Packers beat the Philadelphia Eagles and tied the Detroit Lions. That's what it says, but 
we don't believe it. It's too crazy. It's...why, it's impossible! The Green Bay Packers can't beat anybody. They can't tie 
anybody, either. To put it another way, the Green Bay Packers can't do nothin'! We assume you saw them on TV against 



the 49ers the other day. Well, then, did you ever see a 
sorrier looking football team? Ach-such tackling! 
Those 10 year old kids who were on during the 
halftime intermission tackled better than the Green 
Bay Packers. This was especially true of the little guys 
whose pants came down to his ankles. He was a 
standout by comparison with the Green Bay 
linebackers. Hugh McElhenny had a great day for the 
49ers. But, then, how could he miss? McElhenny 
almost had to fall down or trip over his own blockers 
to gain less than 10 or 15 yards a crack. It looked like 
an accident when the Packers stopped him. We've 
heard it said that the NFL player draft makes for a 
balanced league. Funny, it doesn't work for the 
Packers. And they have all the best of it, too. Since 
they are always at the bottom of the standings, they get 
to pick ahead of the other clubs. Must be that the Green 
Bay talent scouts don't know a good player when they 
see one. We wouldn't know how they came to pick 
Paul Hornung. He isn't too bad. The Packers play the 
49ers again, at Kezar, Dec. 7. If you are interested in 
seeing the worst football team since the Miami 
Seahawks in action, don't miss the game! McElhenny 
gained 159 yards by rushing against the Packers last 
Sunday. Now that he knows how easy it is, he ought 
to do a lot better the next time. It's always a treat to see 
McElhenny run. If he isn't the very best in the business 
when it comes to threading his way through a broken 
field, he sure looks like it. By way of filling a paragraph a couple of weeks ago, we named McElhenny on our all-pro 
backfield along with Unitas (Baltimore), Arnett (L.A.), and Brown (Cleveland). This brought a howl from a man in Fort 
Bragg, who wrote: "Unitas, Arnett and Brown - yes. McElhenny - never! Take him out of there! Put in Willie Galimore of 
the Chicago Bears!" 
 

 



 



 


