
  
Green Bay Packers (7-5) 36, San Francisco 49ers (7-5) 14 

Sunday December 13th 1959 (at San Francisco) 
 

 

 
GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-

GAZETTE) 
 

 (SAN FRANCISCO) - The Packers won the West and 
the hearts of Packerland in one mighty sweep in Kezar 
Stadium Sunday afternoon. They were behind 14 to 0 in 
the first quarter but swept back in a furious display of 
football to rip the rugged 49ers wide open, 36 to 14. It 
was the final game of the NFL, but it made you wish the 
Packers' miracle season of 1959 was just beginning. 
Green Bay had won its fourth straight victory and set 
the final record at 7 victories and 5 defeats. That put the 
Pack in a third place tie with the 49ers, who have lost 
four of their last five games. The Packers will be 
counting firsts and bests from now until the 1960 
season, but the major "Yeah Team" was that the 7-5 was 
the best Green Bay finish since the championship year 
of '44 when the Bays posted 8-2. And this was the Bays' 
first two-game sweep of the West Coast. They licked 
the Rams at Los Angeles last Sunday 38-20. The 
Packers had won only two pervious games on the west 
shore - over the Rams in '47 and the 49ers in '55. This 
victory, the third straight which the Packers played as 
an underdog, easily made Green Bay the super-surprise 
team of 1959. And it made Coach Vince Lombardi a 
cinch to be selected as the NFL's Coach of the Year. 
This was Bart Starr's finest victory and most prized 
possession. The head quarterback, who engineered his 
fourth straight win, picked the 49er defense to pieces. 
He had his hands on the ball 10 times and worked up 
five touchdowns, one drive that resulted in a missed 
field goal and two out-of-danger pushes, including a 9-

minute freeze of the ball at the end of the game.  Starr actually pulled the Packer defense together. The Packers were behind 
14-0 and its defense didn't appear sharp, but Starr engineered a 78-yard touchdown drive to make it 14-7. From then on, the 
Bay defenders were murder - never allowed a point. Starr completed a 22-yard touchdown pass to Gary Knafelc with 14 
seconds left in the half to gain a 14-14 score. The Bays ripped off 16 points in the third period, including a safety for Bill 
Forester, who tackled Y.A. Tittle in the end zone, and six in the final frame...Starr put the Packers' Golden Touch to work 
beautifully - to the tune of 22 points. The GT, of course, is Paul Hornung, who reeled off three touchdowns and four extra 
points, ran 15 times for 83 yards, and caught two passes for five yards. Paul wound up as the league's top scorer for the 
season. 
MAGIC WAND WORKING 
Hornung, who hurled two touchdown passes to Boy Dowler in Los Angeles last Sunday, had a magic wand working for 
him here. Twice he ran to his right and raised his magic right arm and each time the defenders just seemed to disappear, 
apparently figuring he was going to throw. He scored twice on those plays and banged over the left side for the other TD. 



The other TD's came on Starr passes to Knafelc and 
Dowler for 10 yards...Starr had a fabulous 77 percent 
completion figure, hitting 20 completions out of 26 
pass attempts. His pitches brought 249 yards and two 
touchdowns, without an interception. It certainly must 
have been the best percentage in Packer history. The 
Bay offensive line gave Starr terrific protection. Bart 
completed 13 out of 17 in the first half and then hit 
seven out of nine in the second half. The Bays' three 
ends caught 15, with Dowler getting six, Knafelc five 
and Max McGee four. Frisco's Tittle hit on 13 of 22. 
The Packers outclassed their foes with 479 yards, 
including 249 in the air and 230 on the ground. The 
49ers finished with 200 less. Lew Carpenter, opening 
at fullback for Jim Taylor, reeled off 113 yards in 16 
attempts...The Packers defense, taking early note of 
the Bay offense, came up with three key plays in the 
third quarter - the safety, an interception by John 
Symank, and a recovered fumble and 46-yard return 
by Jesse Whittenton. Forester added an interception in 
the fourth frame. The 49ers scored touchdowns the 
first two times they had the ball. They moved 74 yards 
in five plays after forcing the Packers to punt after the 
opening kickoff. C.R. Roberts, playing in place of 
injured Joe Perry, ripped 46 yards on a draw play, 
kayoing two Packers en route, for the touchdown. 
Davis kicked the first of two extra points for a 7-0 
lead. McGee made a great catch of Starr's pass up the 
middle and then ran 20 yards for a 44-yard gain on the Packer turn at the ball. But the attack stalled and Horning missed a 
field goal from the 25. The 49ers next went 80 yards in eight plays for a 14-0 edge, as the Packer tackling looked bad. The 
big gainer was a 40-yard pass play from Tittle to Hugh McElhenny to the Packer 28. Four plays later, Smith ran over from 
the five. Starr didn't wait long, scoring from 78 yards away in 9 plays. After Carpenter made 8, Starr hit Dowler for 15 and 
then McGee for 23. After three running plays, Starr hurled 13 yards to McGee for 23 to the 13 from where Hornung faked 
a pass on a right end run and then scrambled in for the touchdown. Hornung's point made it 14-7 with only 50 seconds gone 
in the second period. 
SCORE IN 55 SECONDS 
After Davis and McGee each punted twice, the Packers started a touchdown drive from 62 yards out with only 55 seconds 
in the half. Starr really got miserly with the time. He hurled 15 yards to Knafelc to start it and then ran off three plays in 14 
seconds, including two out of bounds passes for 14 yards to Jim Taylor. With 30 seconds left, Carpenter ran to the right for 
11 to the 22. Starr tried one more pass before the inevitable field goal try and presto, it worked. Knafelc, on a fine catch, 
took the pass away from two 49ers for the touchdown. Hornung's kick, with 14 seconds left in the half, tied the score at 14-
up...The Bays scored the next three times they had their hands on the ball in the third period, not counting the safety. Bob 
Freeman nailed Len Lyles on the 49er six on the second half kickoff. The 49ers moved to the 10 in two plays, but on third 
and four Forester broke through and caught Tittle in the end zone for the safety and a 16-14 lead. The Bays got the ball right 
back on the free kick and they moved 66 yards in four plays to score. Behind a good block by Fred Thurston, Carpenter ran 
26 yards and then Hornung rank to his right, faked a pass, and wheeled 38 yards to the 2. After Hornung lost one at the left, 
he ran the right side for the touchdown and kicked the point for 23-14. Tittle, rushed when hit by Bill Quinlan, threw to the 
right, and Symank intercepted, returning 17 yards to the 49er 18...Hornung made 8 and Starr got three when somebody 
forgot to take the ball. After Hornung lost 3, Dowler made a knee high catch of Starr's pass in the end zone. Hornung hit the 
point and it was 30-14. Tittle got the 49ers moving deep into Packer territory, but, on a first down run, Roberts, apparently 
changing the ball from one arm to the other, fumbled. Whittenton grabbed the ball out of his arms and returned 46 yards to 
the 49er 31. Carpenter and Hornung moved 11 yards in three trips to the 20. The Bays went to the fourth down to make a 
first down, with Carpenter making two on the final play of the period to the 9. Hornung then ran 7 to the 2-yard line and 
then ran over Woodson for the touchdown. Bob St. Clair blocked the extra point try so it was 36-14. After the 49ers lost the 
ball on downs on the Packer 10, Starr froze the ball for the last eight and a half minutes of the game. He ran off 17 plays in 
moving from the Bay 10 to the 49er 15 when the gun sounded. He completed five passes along the way, one each to 



Carpenter, Knafelc, Dowler, Hornung and McGee, and then handed off to Billy Butler, Taylor and Hornung for short gains. 
And so it ended as it started - with a victory, and a safety in the first and final games. Remember Dave Hanner's 2-pointer 
in the 9-6 win over the Bears? 

GREEN BAY     -  0 14 16  6 - 36 
SAN FRANCISCO - 14  0  0  0 - 14 

                       GREEN BAY SAN FRANCISCO 
First Downs                   27            17 
Rushing-Yards-TD        41-230-3      29-182-2 
Att-Comp-Yd-TD-Int 25-20-249-2-0 22-13-133-0-2 
Sack Yards Lost                0            36 
Total Yards                  479           279 
Fumbles-lost                 1-1           2-1 
Turnovers                      1             3 
Yards penalized             4-35          3-30 

SCORING 
1st - SF - C.R. Roberts, 46-yard run (Tommy Davis kick) SAN FRANCISCO 7-0 
1st - SF - J.D. Smith, 10-yard run (Davis kick) SAN FRANCISCO 14-0 
2nd - GB - Paul Hornung, 13-yard run (Hornung kick) SAN FRANCISCO 14-7 
2nd - GB - Gary Knafelc, 22-yard pass from Bart Starr (Hornung kick) TIED 14-14 
3rd - GB - Safety, Bill Forrester tackled Y.A. Tittle in the end zone GREEN BAY 16-14 
3rd - GB - Hornung, 3-yard run (Hornung kick) GREEN BAY 23-14 
3rd - GB - Boyd Dowler, 10-yard pass from Starr (Hornung kick) GREEN BAY 30-14 
4th - GB - Hornung, 2-yard run (Kick failed) GREEN BAY 36-14 
RUSHING 
GREEN BAY - Lew Carpenter 16-113, Paul Hornung 15-83 3 TD, Bill Butler 4-15, Jim Taylor 2-13, Bart Starr 4-6 
SAN FRANCISCO - J.D. Smith 18-106 1 TD, C.R. Roberts 10-67 1 TD, Y.A. Tittle 1-9 
PASSING 



GREEN BAY - Bart Starr 25-20-249 2 TD 
SAN FRANCISCO - Y.A. Tittle 22-13-133 2 INT 
RECEIVING 
GREEN BAY - Boyd Dowler 6-61 1 TD, Gary Knafelc 5-71 1 TD, Max McGee 4-91, Jim Taylor 2-14, Lew Carpenter 1-
7 
SAN FRANCISCO - Hugh McElhenny 5-78, Billy Wilson 5-41, J.D. Smith 2-12, R.C. Owens 1-2 
 

 
BIG WELCOME FOR PACKERS 
DEC 13 (Green Bay) - The largest crowd ever to welcome the Packers home from a road trip is expected here Monday 
night. The Packers will arrive at Austin Straubel field via United Airlines at 7:55 p.m. They will be greeted by city officials, 
the Packer Alumni Association, the Association of Commerce and the St. Norbert College marching band. 

HORNUNG IS POINT KING 
DEC 13 (Philadelphia) - Paul Hornung, the 
Packers' all-purpose halfback, Sunday won the 
NFL scoring title with 94 points, four more 
than Giants' kicking ace, Pat Summerall. 
Hornung scored three touchdowns and kicked 
four extra points in Sunday's 36-14 win over 
the 49ers. 
OFFENSE PLEASES VINCE MOST 
DEC 13 (San Francisco) - Vince Lombardi, 
head coach of the Packers, said Sunday that 
"determination" was the difference between 
this year's 7-5 record and the 1-10-1 mark of 
last season. "We played with determination 
today as we have all season," Lombardi said in 
the dressing room after the 36-14 win over San 
Francisco. "It's a great feeling, I can tell you." 
Lombardi said he had set no goal at the 
beginning of the season as to the number of 
games his team should win. "We had one 
rookie come through for us big - Boyd Dowler. 
And we got some good men in trades. Lew 
Carpenter, Fred Thurston and Henry Jordan," 
Lombardi said. Asked what his team needed to 
improve to the championship, Lombardi 

replied: "It's hard to say. We need a lot. We're not the Colts yet by any means, 
although our best game of the year was the one we played against Baltimore. We got 
beat, 28-24. The most satisfying thing about the season had been to know I can coach 
a team that can score some points," the bespectacled head coach said in answer to another question. "We were slow reacting 
early in the game and were only partially blocking," Lombardi said, explaining the 49ers' early 14-0 lead. "But we stayed 
right in there." Assistant Coach Phil Bengtson, who scouted the 49ers for whom he once coached, said the Green Bay team 
had surprised him. "We have a good line but we are not very deep," Bengtson said. "We have great linebackers in Tom 
Bettis, Bill Forester and Dan Currie. The 49ers scared us with their speed early in the game. We didn't know if we could 
contain them. There was nothing wrong with the 49ers today. Our kids just outplayed them, that's all." Asked to what he 
credited the improvement in the Packers over last year, Bengtson replied: "Coaching is number one. Vince is a great coach. 
And we also have better personnel than we are given credit for. We have some fine football players - but we don't have very 
many of them." Quarterback Bart Starr, who had a tremendous day with 20 completions in 25 attempts for 249 yards, was 



full of praise for all the Packers. "That 
protection was beautiful...tremendous," said 
Starr. "Jim Ringo and Forrest Gregg are all-
pros for sure. All those boys up front are great. 
And there were some nice grabs of passes, too." 
Asked about the quick 14-0 lead the 49ers took, 
he replied: "We didn't think too  much about it. 
They sprung it on us so quickly we didn't have 
a chance to think about it." Starr said "the 49ers 
had a good secondary defense, but we didn't 
change much of our strategy. The passes we 
thought would go, did go. The coaching staff 
did a fine job of scouting them." Forester, who 
was outstanding on defense and tackled 
quarterback Y.A. Tittle in the end zone for a 
Packer safety, said: "The line was giving us 
linebackers holes. The 49ers seemed to let 
down a little after their first jump but they were 
still tough. They have still got a lot of offense. 
But I didn't think their passing was as good as 
it had been. However, those two in the 
backfield (J.D. Smith and C.R. Roberts) have 
sure got good speed." In contrast to the 
cheering and shouting in the Packer dressing 
room, the 49ers dressed silently and answered 
questions laconically. "We just got beat," said 
head coach Red Hickey. "You can't be kicked 
around like that and come out of it happy." 
Hickey said he thought the Packers have a great 
offensive line. "Starr had all day to pass. We 
never did get across the line of scrimmage 
against him. I don't think we touched him all 
afternoon." 
BART STARR'S STOCK SOARS IN 
WEST, PACKERS EAGER FOR '60! 
DEC 14 (San Francisco-Green Bay Press-
Gazette) - A couple of kids tried to get through 
the gates leading to the dressing room after the 
Packer-49er game. They apparently wanted 
Y.A. Tittle's autograph because the cop 
guarding the gate barked at them: "You don't 
want Tittle's autograph, you want Starr's." The 
story of Bart Starr - not to mention his 
performance, was starting to hit in places other 
than Packerland. And, in the Packer dressing 
room, Packer coach Vince Lombardi have the 
Bays' "surprise" quarterback every bit of praise. 
"He was brilliant," Lombardi said, "and he just 
called that game most of the time when he got 
to the line of scrimmage. He changed signals on the line of scrimmage just about every play. His passing was great. I guess 
he had only five incompletions out of 20." Gary Knafelc was Starr beaming, too: "He's my roommate, and I'm his biggest 
booster, right now he's the best in the league to Unitas. And he's getting tough in the huddle, too. He tells us to shut up when 
it's necessary." You got the impression that Starr was just finding holes in the 49er defense and moving through them as he 
pleased. He kept the ball for 66 plays against the 49ers' 49. The Bays averaged 7.26 yards per play. The big feeling in the 
Packer dressing room went like this. Spoken by Hank Gremminger: "Why do we have to quit playing now. We're just 
rolling. Wait'll next year." Jim Ringo said before the game: "This is the first time since I've been in Green Bay that the guys 



are talking about next year." Lombardi was happy 
that it was all over. It was a long grind and the 
season actually started for him when he took over 
the club last winter. "But I certainly am happy with 
the way the boys came through. As I said last week, 
this is beyond all expectations." Red Hickey, coach 
of the 49ers, was high in his praise of the Packers 
and "particularly that offensive line. We didn't get 
across the line of scrimmage once all day - much 
less get our hands on Starr. Your line handled us as 
the figures show. Twenty-seven first downs and 20 
completions out of 27 passes." Hickey pointed out 
to this writer and several San Francisco scribed, 
"We just got beat outright, that's all there was to it. 
The fact that the Colts beat the Rams (knocking the 
49ers out of a title chance) didn't have a thing to do 
with it. We had a chance to get a good slug of 
second pace money by winning and besides we've 
got a lot of pride." Everybody agreed that the 49ers 
were battling all the way - as they did in the 21-20 
game in Green Bay. That's what made this such a 
juicy victory. The Packers not only had to 
overcome a 14-point spot; they had to beat down 
the 49ers...Starr received the game ball. He said it 
will be his most prized possession...The Bays had 
themselves a party after the game at the Sheraton 
Palace and Dave Hanner was given a trophy for 
outstanding play. It was a plaster statue of a football 
player - wearing No. 79, of course...The Packers are 
due to arrive in their United Airlines charter at 7:55 
tonight. Capt. Don (Bud) Smith, who piloted Packer 
flights for the season, will guide the club home for 
the final flight of the season. The team was 
scheduled to leave here at 1 o'clock this afternoon, Green Bay time. Five Packers were named to the Pro Bowl team - Paul 
Hornung, Jim Ringo, Bill Forester, Forrest Gregg and Emlen Tunnell. Coach Lombardi announced the selections at the 
player party. Lou Perini, president and owner of the Braves, arrived at the Palace Hotel Sunday night from southern 
California. He saw the Packer game on TV and said he was "thrilled with their victory. I only hope we can have this kind 
of joy at the end of our season out here." 
 

 
OVER 50 FIRMS, GROUPS BRIGHTEN PACK RETURN 
DEC 14 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) - When the Minute Men called a breakfast meeting last Wednesday to plan a Welcome 
Home for the Packers, some 50 men representing organizations and business firms in the community turned out. The group 
decided to present the Packer players and coaches with the official Packer blanket, which have been used here for such 
occasions in the past. Chairman John Somerville forthwith appointed a finance committee to raise the necessary funds. 
Volunteers were called for, and before the meeting adjourned those present had subscribed enough for 32 of the blankets. 
The other funds for putting on the welcome were in hand by Thursday. It was just another demonstration of the wide 
community support for the Packers, the kind of support that has kept Green Bay in the major professional league since its 



inception. A total of 14 organizations in Green Bay and De Pere plus 40 business 
firms and individuals contributed to the fund for tonight's demonstration. The official 
Packer blankets were designed by George Bertrand a number of years ago. They are 
green with gold bordering and bearing the lettering Green Bay Packers and a large 
football. They are reserved for special occasions like this and are not available for 
public sale. 
GOING TO PACK HOMECOMING? START EARLY 
DEC 14 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) - Persons driving to the Packer Welcome Home 
celebration at Austin Straubel Field tonight should get there early because of the 
traffic. The Packers chartered airliner is scheduled to land at 7:55 p.m., but the St. 
Norbert College band will start playing at 7:15 to entertain early arrivals. City and 
county police will be out in force to move the traffic. Civil Defense Auxiliary Police 
will report to the airport at 6:30 to handle parking. Those attending the demonstration 
will park on the grassy area west of the entrance road. The parking lot near the 
terminal will be reserved for regular North Central passengers. The public is asked 
not to call the airport of North Central to check on the plane's arrival time. The 
switchboards must be reserved for regular business calls. Should arrival time be 
changed materially, announcements will be carried on all radio and TV stations. 
Packer wives and families will meet at the Leithold Aviation Co. office at the east 
end of the terminal to be given a place of honor near the stage. The F. Hurlbut Co. is 
contributing three large flatbed trucks to form a stage. Arena Manager Jocko Braley 
is arranging for the platform and spotlighting. A large address system is being 
installed. Sirens of all police cars will open up when the plane lands. Fireworks had to be cancelled because of the fire 
hazard at the airport. Pilot Don (Bud) Smith will bank the Packer plane around the field several times so the players get a 
look at the huge crowd. 
 

 
 



 


