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GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE) 

 

(MINNEAPOLIS) - The Packers bristled with speed on 
the ground here Saturday night. And, fellow fans, that's 
a revolutionary development or, to be more specific, 
just what the doctor ordered. The Packers enter the 
1953 campaign with a potent aerial attack - the best in 
the NFL last year - and a prayer for fast, hard-hitting 
backs. Somebody's prayer must have been answered 
'cause the Pack came forth with their swiftest ground 
game in years here Saturday night. Speed on the soil - 
plus a dash of the Bays' aerial magic - and a lot of that 
old and vital "will", helped the Packers to a 31-7 
decision over the always slow-starting New York 
Giants before a sellout turnaway crowd of 20,560 fans 
in Parade stadium. Just to temper this epistle somewhat, 
it must be reported that the Packer appeared in splendid 
physical condition, while the Giants didn't exactly look 
the picture of condition. The Bays, besides, had a week 
of practice and one intra-squad game edge on their red-
shirted opponents. Packer coach Gene Ronzani 
apparently took quick note and gave every rookie a 
good opportunity to display his talents. Holding a 24-0 
lead, Ronzani turned the Packers over to young Dick 
Flowers, the rookie quarterback who played the entire 
fourth quarter, completing five out of nine passes. The 
coach used 46 of the 48 available players, Bobby Jack 
Floyd and Bill Forester being held out because of 
injuries. Ronzani, incidentally, was pleased after the 
game - what with the speed, etc. - but added "we've got 
a lot of work to do yet." Giant coach Steve Owen 
bluntly started that "we're not that bad" and predicted 
that the team would come along "very well." Easily the 
outstanding development of the game from the Packer 
standpoint was the hell-bent-for-election running of 
three rookie backs - Gib Dawson, Don Barton and Al 
Carmichael. Ronzani took a quick look at veterans 
Larry Coutre and Breezy Reid and then decided to turn 
loose the "kids". Dawson, a twisting, turn-around 
runner, bolted a net 33 yards in six tries and Carmichael, 
a steady pounder, nailed down 18 in 8. While the figures 
aren't boxcarish, it must be remembered that the Giants' 



defense, always quick to jell, ranks among the best in the league. Barton never ran from scrimmage with the ball, but he 
caught a pass for 24 yards to set up Carmichael's short TD plunge and turned in some gallant punt returns. In fact, the 
Packers' punt returning was the finest since Billy Grimes went wild in '50. The only difference now is that the club has two 
or three with Grimes' potential. The Bays returned seven punts for 188 yards - one a 75-yard touchdown run by Dan Sandifer 
in the last quarter. Other returns included a 50-yarder by J.R. Boone and a 40-yarder by Barton. The Giants never actually 
threatened the Packers until the last quarter when Frank Gifford ran 38 yards for the New Yorkers' only score. They entered 
Bay territory four times all night - once in the first half. Scoring in every period, the Packers took a 7-0 lead when Captain 
Bob Forte caught Chuck Conerly's popped in the air pass and ran 38 yards for a TD. In the second hear, Dawson made it 
10-0 with a tough-angle field goal from the 17 and Carmichael upped it to 17-0 on a four-yard blast off left tackle. In the 
third, Babe Parilli and Bill Howton treated the crowd 
to an aerial score, the play going 34 yards. Gifford's 
run made it 24-7 midway in the fourth heat but 
Sandifer's run "nullified" the Giant TD. Freddie Cone, 
who missed a field goal from the 30 in the first 
quarter, kicked all four extra points. There were all 
sorts of interesting things in this affair. Big Clayton 
Tonnemaker showed that he definitely has returned to 
his 1950 status with a magnificent performance. The 
Gopher star, playing before his home folks, gave the 
line a big lift by filling holes and worked excellently 
on pass defense. He intercepted one and just missed 
another. Val Joe Walker, the new defensive halfback 
obtained in a trade with the Giants, saw considerable 
action and made a sparkling interception. Probably the 
finest interception was Bobby Dillon's one-armed 
swipe of a Conerly pass right out of the arms of Bob 
Hudson in the end zone. One of the Packers' key 
positions - the middle guard spot vacated by Ray Bray 
- was handled nicely by Floyd Harrawood, a 
converted rookie tackle whose speed permitted him to 
move to both sides of the middle. Bill Georges, Bill 
Murray and Stan Lewza put on quite a rugged match 
fighting for Ab Wimberly's former job at defensive 
right end. Just about all of the new men displayed 
flashes along the way and the Chicago Cardinal game 
next Saturday night will give them another 
opportunity to work for their crisp, green degrees. The 
Bays came out of the activity with minor injuries. 
Quarterback Tobin Rote hurt his leg and had to be 
relieved by Parilli in the first half, but the four-year 
veteran went back in occasionally. Center Jim Ringo 
was nursing a sore nose after the game. The Giants 
stuck with Conerly even after the game was 
apparently lost, a twist that disappointed the New 
York scribes who were anxious to see more of rookies 
Don Gottlob and Jimmy Feix. The Packer line didn't 
give Conerly a lot of time all night. Big John 
Martinkovic or Georges kept Chuck quite worried, 
thus making it easier for the Bays' pass defense. The Bay throwers, on the other hand, had considerable time. Rote completed 
four out of five and Parilli seven out of nine. In all, the Packers completed 16 out of 23 for 170 yards, while Conerly settled 
for 11 out of 30 for 105 yards. The Packers set the long-gain tempo on the first play when Cone took a pitchout from Rote 
around right end for 24 yards and a first down on the Giant 45. A holding penalty ended the GB threat and Parilli punted to 
the Giant 23 from where the New Yorks put on their first show. Conerly hurled for 10 yards to Rote but the Bays stiffened 
and Clay went back to pull the curtain open on the night's first excitement. Little Boone took the punt on the 12 and weaved 
his way 54 yards to the Giant 34. Mann took Rote's stroke on the 18 and the Packers sniffed a TD as Coutre added four to 
the 14. But Rote couldn't pass when the Giant line rushed and he was smeared back nine yards and injured on the play. A 



Parilli-Mann pass went snafu so Cone stepped back 
on the 30 and missed a field goal. Three plays later, 
the Packers scored their first TD of the season. 
Conerly, on first down, was bumped by Martinkovic 
just behind the center. The ball popped into the air 
and into the arms of Forte, who ankled 38 yards 
down the sidestripes to a TD. Cone's kick made it 7-
0. Another rip-roaring punt return set up the Packers' 
second score up the Packers' second score in the first 
quarter when Barton took Clay's boot on the 23 and 
stroked 40 yards to the Giant 37. Parilli passes to 
Howton and Mann and runs by Cone and Carmichael 
moved it to the 11 and, on the first play of the second 
quarter, Dawson booted his field goal. After an 
exchange of punts, Tonnemaker intercepted 
Conerly's pass on the Giant 35, ran five yards and 
fumbled. Dillon recovered it on the Giant 25. On the 
first play, Barton took Rote's pass just inside the 
sideline on the four from where Carmichael smashed 
over for the score. The game remained quiet until 
early in the third quarter when Conerly and Hudson 
worked a 36-yard aerial to the Packer 40. Kyle Rote 
smashed to the 31, but Dillon then made his 
spectacular interception in the end zone. The Packers 

then drove 80 yards to a touchdown. A roughing the passer penalty gave the Bays a first down on their own 44 after which 
Boone ran for five. Parilli hurled to Howton for 10 yards and Bill lateraled to Ferguson for seven more to the Giant 24. On 
second down, Howton took Parilli's throw on the 25 and broke away two Giants and ran down the sidelines for the TD. A 
moment later, Gifford fielded a Parilli punt on his 25, signaled momentarily for a fair catch and then scampered 75 yards 
into pay dirt. But the officials penalized the Giants 15 for his "fakery". Near the end of the third frame, Dawson, taking the 
ball from Rote who was faking a pass, wheeled around left end for 18 yards but fumbled. The Giants recovered on the 
Packer 42. With Gifford running off the Swing-T, the Giants reached the Packer 11 where the Packers held and took the 
ball on downs early in the fourth period. Billy Hair punted out of danger to midfield, but, on third down, Gifford, shopping 
for a hole in the line on the Swing-T, twisted over right tackle and wheeled 39 yards for a TD. Gifford kicked the point and 
it was 24-7. The Packers picked up a first down on a Flowers pass to Elliott and two smashes to Carmichael, but Ferguson 
fumbled and Albright recovered on the Giant 39. After Conerly was smeared 15 yards trying to pass, Sandifer took Long's 
punt on the Packer 29, sailed up the middle and cut to his left on the night's longest TD run. After trading punts, Dawson 
made five, Carmichael three and Dawson skidded and weaved 24 yards to the Giant 23. Carmichael belted to the 14 on the 
last play of the game as the Packers threatened to make it 38-7. 

NEW YORK  -  0  0  0  7 -  7 
GREEN BAY -  7 10  7  7 - 31 

                       NY GIANTS     GREEN BAY 
First Downs                    8            11 
Rushing-Yards-TD         31-77-1       34-96-0 
Att-Comp-Yd-TD-Int 30-11-105-0-4 23-16-170-1-0 
Total Yards                  182           256 
Fumbles-lost                   0             1 
Turnovers                      4             1 
Yards penalized               25            45 

SCORING 
1ST - GB - Bob Forte, 38-yard interception return (Fred Cone kick) GREEN BAY 7-0 
2ND - GB - Gib Dawson, 17-yard field goal GREEN BAY 10-0 
2ND - GB - Al Carmichael, 4-yard run (Cone kick) GREEN BAY 17-0 
3RD - GB - Bill Howton, 32-yard pass from Babe Parilli (Cone kick) GREEN BAY 24-0 
4TH - NY - Frank Gifford, 38-yard run (Gifford kick) GREEN BAY 24-7 
4TH - GB - Dan Sandifer, 75-yard punt return (Cone kick) GREEN BAY 31-7 
RUSHING 



GREEN BAY - Gib Dawson 6-33, Fred Cone 2-20, Al Carmichael 8-18 1 TD, Howie Ferguson 9-8, Larry Coutre 2-6, J.R. 
Boone 1-4, Floyd Reid 1-4, Carl Mayes 2-3 
NEW YORK - Frank Gifford 3-53 1 TD, Buford Long 5-16, Eddie Price 8-12, Kyle Rote 3-6, Everett Grandelius 3-6, 
Randy Clay 1-2, Butch Avinger 1-1, Chuck Conerly 7-(-19) 
PASSING 
GREEN BAY - Babe Parilli 9-7-88 1 TD, Tobin Rote 5-4-53, Dick Flowers 9-5-29 
NEW YORK - Charlie Conerly 30-11-105 4 INT 
RECEIVING 
GREEN BAY - Carleton Elliott 3-22, Bob Mann 3-21, Billy Howton 2-43 1 TD, Larry Coutre 2-23, Fred Cone 2-13, Don 
Barton 1-24, Howie Ferguson 1-20, Gib Dawson 1-15, Bill Georges 1-7 
NEW YORK - Kyle Rote 5-36, Dick Christiansen 3-21, Bob Hudson 1-35, Frank Gifford 1-10, Eddie Price 1-3 
 

 
RONZANI CALLS GROUND DRILLS 
AUG 24 (Grand Rapids) - Coach Gene Ronzani called his Packer squad to two stiff drills Monday and will repeat Tuesday 
before breaking camp here Wednesday for the August 29 exhibition game with the Cardinals at Spokane, WA. Happy over 
the Packers' 31-7 win over the Giants at Minneapolis, the coaches Monday concentrated on the running attack. The squad 
was in better shape physically and mentally than New York, Ronzani and his aides concluded. The present squad of 48 may 
be culled back to about 40 before the Spokane trip, Ronzani hinted. The next cut will be to 33 after the September 19 
exhibition with the Browns at Cleveland. Tony Canadeo, retired Packer halfback, will accompany the squad to Spokane as 
a guest. 
BLOOD JOINS GOPHER STAFF 
AUG 24 (Minneapolis) - The University of Minnesota added a new football assistant coach to its staff today - John (Blood) 
McNally, coach at St. John's college for the last four years, a former Pittsburgh Steeler coach from 1937 to 1939, and Green 
Bay Packer star. McNally, who attended St. John's from 1921-23, now is on leave from the Collegeville, Minn., school to 
work toward a master's degree in economics at the university. The university said it wasn't certain yet just what duties 
McNally would take over. 
PACKERS MAY BE HEADED TO BEST SEASON SINCE 1944 
AUG 24 (Wisconsin State Journal) - The Green Bay Packers may be headed to their best football season since they won the 
NFL championship in 1944. Green Bay wasn't a bad team a year ago when it finished third in its division with a 6-6 record, 
and the Packers should be better this fall. Last Saturday night's 31-7 exhibition game victory over the New York Giants 
indicated the Packers have fine possibilities. The Giants were second in their division of the NFL a year ago. The Packer 
have done a good job at picking players the last three years, and Green Bay may be ready this fall to make a real battle for 
the title. Green Bay had the best pass attack in professional football a year ago, and it may now have the material supplement 
that with a strong running game. Four of Green Bay's six defeats in the 1952 league race were at the hands of the two teams 
that tied for the divisional championship, Detroit and Los Angeles (Detroit won in a playoff game, 31-21). Given a sounder 
defense, Green Bay might have fared better against the leaders. The Packers scored 28 points in one game against Los 
Angeles and 27 in the other but lost them both. Return of Clayton Tonnemaker, the huge and efficient linebacker from 
Minnesota, can't help but improve the Packers' defense. There are no more loyal fans in all of professional football than 
those who follow the Packers, and it's hoped they may be rewarded with a championship contender this year. 
PRO GRID GAME WILL TEST ROOKIES 
AUG 24 (Spokane Daily Chronicle) - There's no such thing as an "exhibition" game for members of a professional football 
squad. Every tilt can mark the end of their hopes for a career in playing for pay. This axiom, well recognized by every 
member of a professional team, applies Saturday night when the Green Bay Packers and Chicago Cardinals tangle in 
Spokane's Memorial Stadium at 8 p.m. in a benefit game for the United Crusade of Spokane County. The Cardinals will 
bring 62 players into Spokane Wednesday evening, but only 42 will continue the tour to the Coast. And the same applies to 
the Green Bay Packers - some 20 players, rookies and veterans from each team will reach the end of the trail for this season 
in professional football. Dale Gentry, end coach for Washington State college and an all-Coast star in his playing hey-day, 
summed it up this way: "You're fighting to keep your place on your own team and the opposition is laying for you so they 



can look good. I never had it so rough as in the pre-
league contests when everyone is laying for you." The 
quarterback spot for the Green Bay Packers is an 
example of the terrific competition going on within each 
team in early season games. Vito (Babe) Parilli and 
Tobin Rote are standouts in NFL play - but even their 
positions are in jeopardy. Here are some of the fine 
young college players they must outplay for their 
positions: Dick Flowers, the finest quarterback 
Northwestern University has produced in the last 10 
years. He holds several Big Ten passing records and has 
had two years with the Quantico Marines. Arnold 
Galiffa, Army's great quarterback, who made All-
America in 1949 before two years of army service in 
Korea. Gil Reich, the "brains" of the University of 
Kansas team last season and a former member of West 
Point's great team. The same competition applies at 
every position for both the Cards and the Packers. After 
all, it's the end of the trail for some 40 aspiring 
professional football players. 
GREEN BAY PROVIDES SATISFYING 
ANSWERS IN 31 TO 7 TRIUMPH 
AUG 24 (Milwaukee Journal) - The Green Bay Packers 
gave a lot of satisfying answers in their 31-7 victory over 
the New York Giants in Minneapolis Saturday night to 
the questions about what they may have in this year's 
NFL race. It was the most promising debut in several 
years. Are they going to be faster than last year's team? 
Much faster. They ran away from the Giants. On kickoff 
and punt returns, especially, they made Steve Owen's 
apparently not too well-conditioned athletes look like so 
many stationary quarter poles at Arlington Park - only 
this was Minneapolis. Are they going to be deeper than 
last year's team? By 8 or 10 men at least. Additions to 
the squad have been given coach Gene Ronzani depth he 

had never had at Green Bay before - additions like halfbacks Don Barton of Texas, Al Carmichael of Southern California, 
Ben Aldridge of Dallas, Gib Dawson of Texas, Ike Boone of the 49ers, and Val Joe Walker of Texas; a quarterback like 
Dick Flowers of Northwestern; tackles like Floyd Harrawood of Tulsa and Jack Morgan of Michigan State; ends like Bill 
Georges of Texas and Bill Murray of Springfield and a linebacker like Roger Zatkoff of Michigan. There was a contented 
look on the big boy's face as he talked about the game at the hotel later. His problem will come when he must cut those last 
few men of the 48 he still has to reach the player limit of 33 for the league opener with Cleveland here Sunday September 
27. Are the rookies all they had been touted to be? Saturday they certainly looked so. Don Barton exceeded all expectations 
with his speed and poise in returning kicks. Zatkoff singlehandedly broke up a screen pass by hurling himself over a flock 
of blockers to nail the ball carrier for a loss. It was one of the outstanding plays of the night. Flowers played almost all of 
the second half at quarterback and completed five out of nine passes. He will be a particularly valuable addition if Parilli 
should get his army summons as he might. Georges and Murray looked acceptable in Ab Wimberly's shoes at end. 
Harrawood and Morgan showed highly desirable speed and quickness for linemen who weigh better than 240 pounds. And 
Walker, in a defensive halfback role - he can also play offense - gave an account that drew high praise from Ronzani. Will 
veterans like Clay Tonnemaker, Len Szafaryn, Larry Coutre, back after two years of military service, be able to pick up 
where they left off? Against the Giants they looked as though they never have been gone. Tonnemaker again roved behind 
the line like a policeman. Does the squad appear to be jelling? Decidedly so. Not only has there been rapid progress in 
mastery of the mechanics of play, but there has been unusual progress in achieving physical condition. You could see it 
when the men came into the hotel Saturday noon after their long bus ride from camp at Grand Rapids, MN. They looked 
almost drawn. And you could certainly see it on the field at night with the thermometer up in the eighties. "I've never been 
with a ball club that has run as much in practice as this one," one of the boys said. In the mechanics of play, the blocking 
on kickoffs and punt returns was especially deadly. Boone returned one kick 50 yards and Barton another, 38. On seven 



punt returns, all told, the Packers picked up 188 yards 
and on two kickoff returns, 56 yards. There was only 
one distraction in what was otherwise such a satisfying 
debut. How much did the plodding Giants, obviously 
not in as good condition as Green Bay, contribute as a 
background to the performance? "We certainly weren't 
in as good condition as Green Bay," Steve Owen 
remarked after the game. "It hurt us." Undoubtedly the 
Giants did help the Packers look good. The Giants did 
a good job bumping into each other. But even with 
allowance for this, Gene Ronzani and his staff were 
highly satisfied guys at the midnight dinner they had 
with the squad. "It was the best opener we've had up 
here," Ronzani summed it up, and the score or more of 
Packer followers who came up to see the game uttered, 
"Amen!" The Packers will make their next start against 
the Chicago Cardinals at Spokane, WA. They will go 
by rail, leaving their Grand Rapids camp Wednesday 
night. 
PACK TO 'LOOK LIKE BALL CLUB' AGAINST 
REDSKINS 
AUG 25 (Grand Rapids) - "We won't look like a ball 
club until we play Washington." That was one of 
Packer coach Gene Ronzani's reactions after the 
Packers' 31 to 7 victory over the New York Giants in 
Minneapolis Saturday night. While the Packers stood 
head and shoulders above the Giants in physical 
condition and alertness, Ronzani reminded that "our 
timing was off and we stuck fairly close to the simple plays." When the Packers answer the bell at City stadium Saturday 
night, Sept. 5, against Coach Curly Lambeau's Redskins, Ronzani feels that "the team will be much sharper, especially on 
offensive timing, then it showed against New York." Mind you, Ronzani wasn't complaining about the team's spirited 
performance against New York but he believes that the finer mechanics of offensive operation can be carried out in "much 
smoother" fashion against Washington. Win or lose, the Packers' play against the Chicago Cardinals in Spokane, Wash., 
next Saturday evening should be "advanced some over that in the Giant game but nothing like we expect it to be against 
Washington." Ronzani pointed out. Ronzani was never really able to cut loose with a razor-sharp Packer team in a non-
league game at City stadium, although the club did win two out of the three games played. In 1950, the Packers defeated 
thee Chicago Cardinals, then coached by Lambeau, 17-14, but it was only the club's second game. In 1951, the Packers 
defeated the same foe in their first game by the same score. A year ago, the Pack engaged the Cleveland Browns in their 
second game and lost 21-14. The Packers' appearance against Washington will be their third of the season. It must be 
reminded that the Redskins also will be playing No. 3. Washington plays at San Francisco Sunday...Tony Canadeo, 
experiencing that "strange feeling" as a first-year Packer alumnus, saw the club in action for the first time and stated frankly 
that "I never saw a Packer team with that much speed." An 11-year veteran and a real speedster in his hey day, Canadeo 
marveled at the work of such new halfbacks as Gib Dawson, Al Carmichael and Don Barton. Dick Wildung, the former 
Packer tackle who broke in in 1946, echoed Tony's views. Wildung came over from Redwood Falls, where he's in the 
hardware business. Canadeo and Wildung watched the early part of the game with their wives from the stands but it was a 
poor seat compared to the player bench. So they took off and finished out the action on the player board. In a wheelchair 
alongside the Packer bench was Fred Vant Hull, former Green Bay guard who was stricken with polio several years ago. 
Vant Hull, a resident of Minneapolis, plans to see a Packer game in Green Bay or Milwaukee this year...GAME NOTES: 
John Martinkovic was the first to report that "those Giants were out of shape." And Clarence Self added, "they weren't even 
yelling during the game." Coach Steve Owen of the Giants pointed out that "we never had a team return punts against us 
like the Packers did. This won't happen later in the season." Owen said that an intra-squad game last Tuesday took a lot out 
of his team...The Packers lost 10 balls and were down to one or two at the final whistle. They cost $16.80 per. Fred Cone 
lost four on extra points and one on a missed field goal, Dawson one on a field goal and Frank Gifford on an extra point. 
An old practice ball was used for Cone's last PAT...Quarterback Tobin Rote was most elated with the new power at halfback, 
that removed all of the pain from his injured leg. "Those boys will certainly keep those defenses honest now," Tobe said. 
One New York scribe put it this way: "I came all the way out here to watch your two fine quarterbacks (Rote and Babe 



Parilli) and I'm more impressed with the overall team 
play of the Packers; nobody stands out in particular, 
everybody in general."...With a full week of sunshine 
behind them, the Packers were all well tanned. 
Linebacker Deral Teteak's hair was bleached to a sort 
of cornsilk color...Just before the game, rookie tackle 
Jack Morgan was informed that his wife gave birth to a 
daughter - their first...Ronzani said Gib Dawson was 
"terribly upset" by his fumble in the fourth quarter. But 
the coach consoled him and explained that this is the 
time to get the fumbles out of your system...Clayton 
Tonnemaker was given Saturday night off by Ronzani. 
The big linebacker certainly had it coming - not only for 
his spectacular play but for his willingness to report to 
camp just five days after leaving Japan earlier this 
month...The team left in two chartered Greyhound 
buses about 1:30 Sunday morning while the coaches 
motored back after church in the morning...Ronzani and 
Chuck Drulis worked the game on the sidelines and Ray 
McLean and Hugh Devore operated in the press box. 
Rookie quarterback Dick Flowers worked the phone on 
the bench from the upstairs until he saw action in parts 
of the third frame and all of the fourth...You oughta see 
Johnny Blood. He no longer is the distinguished 
professor type, what with a crew haircut. The one-time 
Packer halfback said: "I'm going to back to school now 
so I might as well look like a student." He'll start work 
soon at the University of Minnesota on his master's 
degree and coach his Gopher freshmen gridders on the 
side...Russ Bogda was off to a flying start as Packer 
president - a 31-7 victory. Other Packer officials there 
were Max Murphy, Bill Sullivan, Walter Scherf, H.J. 
Bero and Jerry Atkinson - not to mention scores of other 
Green Bay people. Mrs. Frank Jonet, wife of the late 
Packer secretary-treasurer, saw the contest and said that 
"things certainly look wonderful for the season." Helen 
Hanson, vice-president of the Fort Howard Steel and 
Wire division of Drop Forge, held a dinner part for 
dealers in the Minneapolis area and guests and then 
took them out to the game. Among the spectators was 
Lt. Walt Wittman, East High basketball coach who is 
on summer duty at nearby Camp Ripley. Billy Reed, 
onetime Bluejay shortstop and present second sacker 
for Toledo, stopped at the Nicollet to visit the Packers 
after the game. He missed the football game since the 
Sox were playing at St. Paul that night. Stan Stansauk, 
former Packer tackle and now a television wrestler in 
Minneapolis, wished the Packers luck before the game. 
Stan is known as Hard Boiled Haggerty, the "king" of 
matmen in Minnesota. 
PACKER GETS 'WELCOME HOME' AT JAY 
CONTEST 
AUG 25 (Green Bay) - A huge "Welcome Home" for 
the Packers in connection with one of the Bluejays last home games of the season is being planned for next Tuesday night, 
Sept. 1. It is being sponsored by the Men's and Women's Quarterback Clubs and the Minute Men committee of the 
Association of Commerce. "We're going to break the all-time Wisconsin State League attendance record, set at Fond du Lac 



the other night, 7,242 fans," announced Association of Commerce President Ray Challoner. The Packers return to Green 
Bay Monday, Aug. 31 from Spokane, Wash., where they are playing the Cardinals Saturday night. They will put on a public 
practice session before the Bluejays play Fond du Lac the following night. Details of the program are now being arranged 
by a committee appointed by Chairman Jerry Atkinson of the Minute Men committee at a breakfast meeting at the Beaumont 
hotel this morning. But the general plan includes band music, a 45-minute Packer workout, introduction of the players, and 
a fine fireworks display. Tickets will go on sale later this week. The program will start with music at 7 p.m. Then the whole 
Packer squad will come charging through calisthenics, punting and passing drills, running through plays, etc. During this 
time, Packer Publicity Chief Jug Earp will call individual players up to home plate to be introduced. The program will 
conclude with brief ceremonies during which Bluejay 
officials will throw the ball to the Packers on the 
Green Bay sports scene, and then the display of 
fireworks. The ball game will get underway about 
8:15. Officials of the Quarterback clubs decided at the 
meeting this morning to forego the public practice 
session at City stadium they have staged the past few 
years and to stage the ceremony at Bluejay park 
instead as a means of honoring both of Green Bay's 
professional sports organization. "We think in this 
way we can help both the Bluejays and the Packers as 
the former end their fine season and the latter are just 
starting theirs," said Al Rose and Mary McMillin, 
presidents of the two clubs. 
THREE ON WAIVER 
AUG 25 (Grand Rapids) - Three players were placed 
on waivers here today as the Packers prepared for their 
second non-league game against the Chicago 
Cardinals in Spokane, Wash., Saturday night. Cut 
loose were rookies Stan Lewza and Nate Harlan, both 
ends, and tackle Joe Sabol. 
PACKERS SHOWED CLASS IN WIN OVER 
GIANTS 
AUG 25 (Milwaukee Sentinel) - One game proves 
nothing conclusively and certainly doesn't make a 
season, especially the first game and an exhibition 
skirmish at that. But it would leaning over backward 
in the field of conservatism to say the Packers didn't 
show definite promise of coming up with a topnotch 
pro football club while handling the New York Giants 
like so many pee-wees at Minneapolis Saturday night. 
Coach Gene Ronzani's men showed overall speed, for 
which there is no substitute in football or any other 
sport emphasizing those God-given get-there-first and 
run-away-from-'em qualities. Fortunately, most of the 
speed has been added in spots where speed counts 
most and where the Packers needed it most - the 
halfbacks and downfield defensive spots. The same 
men who will be called on to turn it on offensively, 
probably will be doing the "outfielding" also, thereby 
hitting the enemy in two ways. Gib Dawson, Don 
Barton, J.R. Boone and Dan Sandifer, the only holdover from last year, really proved they can pick 'em up and lay 'em down 
- start quickly and set up blocking beautifully, too. Boone and Barton looked like a particularly dazzling double safety 
combination. Their punt returns, totaling well over 100 yards, gained position for the first two scores of the game. Sandifer 
closed the scoring books with the game's longest run of 70 yards, also on a punt return. Barton, Dawson's teammate at 
Texas, is a real find. He wasn't on any club's draft list. Among the four mentioned, Dawson and Barton, outstanding pass 
receivers, are the boys most likely to be called on for offensive halfback duties. Dawson, winner of the most valuable trophy 
in the Chicago All-Star game, conceivably can develop into the season's pro freshman sensation. Add Al Carmichael, the 



club's No. 1 draft choice, and Larry Coutre, back from 
service after a two-year hitch, and it's apparent the 
Packers' halfback picture has brightened up almost 
beyond belief. Carmichael, star of Southern 
California's Pacific Coast and Rose Bowl 
championship team last year, doesn't have the blinding 
speed of Dawson, Barton and Boone, but is bigger and 
more rugged. Coutre has a lot of both, ruggedness and 
speed, as he proved beyond all doubt three years ago. 
Despite some losses, the most serious of which saw 
Ab Wimberly bow out of active competition, the 
defense showed signs of improvement. The return of 
Clayton Tonnemaker as middle linebacker alone 
practically guarantees it. The two Bills, Murray and 
Georges, looked good at Wimberly's old spot, right 
end, as did Floyd Harrawood, another recruit, as 
middleman in the five man line. Bob Forte and Deral 
Teteak, as usual, did a fine job of flanking 
Tonnemaker in the linebacking positions. In Bobby 
Dillon, of course, the Bays have one of the finest 
downfield defensive men in football. Bobby's end 
zone interception, which choked off a Giant score in 
the third quarter, was a super thriller that was practically worth the price of admission. He has the speed, spring, and, above 
all, the necessary instinct - or, as it is called, nose for the ball. The squad's physical condition was remarkable, which is a 
tribute to the general desire to succeed as well as serious work on the part of Ronzani and his staff of coaches. There was 
definite indication of quick early progress, too, in the important business of getting together and looking like a football team 
at all times - running the ball, passing, taking up defensive stations or whatever. They were coached and obviously had 
assimilated coaching. They played with purpose, period. The Giants, by contrast, weren't in good shape and hadn't mastered 
whatever it was they were trying to do. That made it comparatively easy for the Packers - even made it impossible to evaluate 
their work accurately. Yet the Ronzanimen showed enough to bring hope, solid hope, that they're coming up with something. 
The next test comes Saturday night in Spokane, WA where they take on the Chicago Cardinals. They will leave their Grand 
Rapids, MN training base Wednesday, travel by bus to Minneapolis and leave that night by train, arriving in the West Coast 
city Friday morning. 
 

 
PACKERS BREAK CAMP, HEAD FOR CARDS GAME 
AUG 26 (Grand Rapids) - The Green Bay Packers closed out thirty days of intensive practice at the University of 
Minnesota's school of agriculture here today and headed for Spokane, Wash., where they'll play the Chicago Cardinals in a 
non-league football game Saturday night. Coach Gene Ronzani sent the squad through a two-hour drill this morning. After 
an early lunch, the team boarded two Greyhound buses and took off for Minneapolis. They are scheduled to leave there on 
the Milwaukee Road's Olympian at 9:50 tonight and arrive in Spokane at 12:35 Saturday morning. Joining the team in 
Minneapolis will be Tony Canadeo, the veteran halfback. But Tony won't be playing in the city he helped make famous as 
the "Grey Ghost of Gonzaga." It will be Canadeo's first return to his alma mater since he left in June of 1941. He joined the 
Packers that fall. The Packers are schedule to return to Green Bay next Monday when they'll start practice for the 
Washington-Lambeau classic at City stadium Saturday night, Sept. 5. Returning to Green Bay with scout Jack Vainisi late 
tonight are backs Billy Hair and Bobby Jack Floyd. Hair, though he punted some in the New York Giant victory, is hampered 
a leg injury, while Floyd is recuperating from an operation on his heel. Hair likely will make his debut against the Redskins. 



Before leaving camp today, the Packers took up a collection for "Baldy", a little boy who 
does a thousand and one things for the players around the camp. Everybody was in 
exceptionally good spirits today as the team left. It was a long grind - two workouts a 
day every day except days after games, the afternoon between games and two exceptions. 
Ronzani gave the boys a morning off as a reward for good work and the other half day 
off resulted from heavy rain. As a result, the boys are in terrific condition. It showed up 
as they belted a sluggish Giant eleven, 31 to 7, in Minneapolis on Saturday night. 
Ronzani is looking forward to a rugged struggle in Spokane. He put it this way: "We beat 
the Giants because their pass game wasn't up to par and we stopped their running game. 
But the Cardinals will come out with a stronger passing game and a strong running 
game."  
PACKERS BREAK UP TRAINING CAMP AT GRAND RAPIDS 
AUG 26 (Grand Rapids) - The Green Bay Packers break up training camp here late today 
and head for Spokane, WA, where they will play an exhibition game before heading back 
for their first showing this season on Wisconsin soil. The Packers, who whipped the New 
York Giants 31-7 at Minneapolis last Saturday in an exhibition, will meet the Chicago 
Cardinals in Spokane Saturday. Then it's home to Green Bay for their 1953 home state 
debut against the Washington Redskins, September 5. After the New York game, Packer 
coach Gene Ronzani said, "we'll be a different ball club about the time we meet 
Washington in Green Bay." He was pleased with the lopsided victory but admitted "our 
timing and play execution was off." Ronzani said the Washington game "will give us a 
good insight on the 1953 league season." Curly Lambeau's Redskin attack is wrapped 
around Eddie Le Baron and rookie quarterback Jack Scarbath, and such backs as Chuck 
Drazenovich, Julie Rykovich, Charley Justice, Leon Heath and Harry Gilment. It will be 
the Redskins first appearance in Green Bay. The game will give Wisconsin fans their 
first look at the Packers' crop of rookie backs - Gib Dawson, the All-Star game's most 
valuable player; Don Barton and Al Carmichael, the Packers' number one draft choice. 
Ronzani announced Tuesday he is asking waivers on tackle Joe Sabol of Tennessee and 
ends Stan Leuza of St. Bonaventure and Nate Harland of Cincinnati. 
WILDUNG LETS IT BE KNOWN HE COULD BE INDUCED TO PLAY AGAIN 
AUG 26 (Milwaukee Journal) - The "eyes of Texas" will be on the Packers this fall as 
never before. No fewer than 10 of Gene Ronzani's hirelings hail from the land of oil: 
Don Barton, Gib Dawson, Carl Mayes, Bob Dillon and Bill Georges from the University 
of Texas, Bill Howton and Tobin Rote from Rice, Bobby Jack Floyd from TCU, and Val 
Joe Walker and Bill Forester from SMU...Dick Wildung, one of football's greatest 
tackles with the Packers until he retired a couple of years ago, has the itch again and let 
it be known while Ronzani was in Minneapolis over the weekend that he could be induced to return. He is 31. A little late, 
it seems, to be resuming play. Ronzani didn't discourage the couriers, however. "Tell him to come and see me,'" he told 
them. Wildung has a hardware business in Redwood Falls, MN...Arnie Galiffa, the old Army quarterback, whom the Packers 
traded to the New York Giants two weeks ago for Val Joe Walker and a high draft choice, will get his service discharge 
within a week or two, says the grapevine, and will report to Steve Owen at once. He was a Packer draftee a couple of years 
ago. The Giants can use him...Tony Canadeo, the old Gray Ghost who retired this season after 11 years with the Packers, 
sat in the stands through the first quarter of last Saturday's game with the Giants in Minneapolis, then couldn't stand it any 
longer and moved down to the bench. "That's awful to be up there," he said later. "How do you guys stand it?" Tony figures 
that by November, with gradual "preparation", he will be ready to do four quarters in the stands...Green Bay still has one 
player coming from Detroit in the deal by which Jug Girard went to the Lions a year ago. The Packers haven't made their 
selection as yet. Incidentally, the Jugger isn't cutting it this year. Reported fat and out of shape. 
PAUL, POLSFOOT, GAMBOLD MAY START IN PRO GRID GAME HERE 
AUGUST 26 (Spokane Daily Chronicle) - Chicago's pro grid Cardinals figure on doing it the hard way Saturday evening 
in Memorial Stadium - if they do it at all. Coach Joe Stydahar, en route with his team to Spokane today, sent word ahead he 
expects his toughest preseason game when the Cards tie into the Green Bay Packers in the Athletic Round Table-sponsored 
grid feature. Meanwhile, ART officials said that in case of inclement weather Saturday evening the game will be postponed 
till Sunday. Stydahar hasn't committed himself to a starting lineup yet. However, it seems almost certain that halfback Don 
Paul, end Fran Polsfoot and quarterback Bob Gambold, all former Washington State college stars, will be among the starting 
players - and not because they're in their own front yard, so to speak, but because they will have earned the roles. Stydahar 
emphasized that Gambold's passing Saturday evening will have a lot to do with his future as a member of the Card squad. 



The Packers, with their 31-7 victory over the New York Giants last Saturday, are off on a running start toward a western 
conference title. The team, with its potential scoring power, could very easily be the most potent and colorful lineup in the 
league. Stydahar's Cardinals would like nothing better than to upset this scoring machine. Paul and Gambold will be primed 
to do everything in their power to bring about a Card victory. Possibly the greatest end in the league - if his legs work out 
all right - will be Polsfoot. Stydahar has been consistently impressed with his play. 
 

 
FLOWERS TRADED TO COLTS FOR DRAFT 
PICK 
AUG 27 (Green Bay) - Rookie quarterback Dick 
Flowers, who often said, "it's just my luck to be with a 
team with the two best quarterbacks in football," was 
traded today to the Baltimore Colts for an undisclosed 
draft choice. The switch, announced today by Packer 
and Baltimore officials, gives: (1) The Colts 
desperately needed help at quarterback, and (2) The 
Packers an extra draft selection (presumably a high 
one) at next January's NFL pickin' party. For young 
Flowers, the deal gave him a chance to play, and 
possibly star, instead of sitting on the bench behind 
veterans Tobin Rote and Babe Parilli - rated the finest 
one-two punch in the pro business. Jack Vainisi, 
Packer scout who returned from the Packer camp 
today, said "Dick was really saddened by the news." 
Flowers had made a lot of friends among the Packers, 
especially with Parilli and Rote. In addition, Flowers 
was aware of the "extra training" he was picking up just 
by playing every day behind R and P. Packer coach 
Gene Ronzani spent a long time with his aides, Ray 
McLean, Chuck Drulis and Hugh Devore, yesterday in 
discussing the pros and cons of the trade, after which 
Ronzani said he was making the deal 
"reluctantly."...GET CHOICE FOR FREE AGENT: 
One "factor" that prompted them to go ahead was one 

Bob Forte, the Packers' linebacker and captain. Forte is available for quarterback duty in case of "calamity" to Rote or 
Parilli. Bob had considerable QB experience in college and Army ball and handled the chores for a month in camp last fall 
while the team awaited Parilli from the All Star game. In addition, the Packers are obtaining a draft choice for a 1950 free 
agent. Untouched by the draft, Flowers was signed in the spring of 1950 but was called into the Marines. At Northwestern, 
he broke a lot of Otto Graham's records. The Colts currently are being quarterbacked by Fred Enke, the former Detroit 
second-stringer. Their QB hopes got a rude shock when Bob Williams, the former Chicago Bear, was called into service for 
two years. Williams had been traded to the Colts for a draft choice - contingent upon his playing. Since he went into service, 
Williams reverted back to the Bears, and, of course, the deal is off. The Colts are free of service worries since Enke and 
Flowers are both veterans...Flowers was impressive in his 30 days with the Packers. Not a flashy passer or ball handler, 
Flowers usually got the ball where it was supposed to go. In one stretch at camp, he completed 22 straight throws. He pitched 



two touchdowns passes in the intra-squad game and 
played part of the third quarter and all of the fourth 
frame against the New York Giants. Flowers left the 
squad as they passes through Minneapolis yesterday. 
The Packers are presently en route to Spokane, Wash., 
where they'll play the Chicago Cardinals Saturday 
night. The Packers wont' bump into Flowers along the 
non-league trail, but they'll play the Colts twice in 
league competition - in Green Bay Oct. 18 and 
Baltimore Oct. 31. 
STYDAHAR LAUDS GREEN BAY; SEES GAME 
AS TOSSUP 
AUG 27 (Spokane Daily Chronicle) - Mr. Joe Stydahar 
wasted no time in passing posies here today, minutes 
after he and 62 burly Chicago pro football Cardinals 
arrived in Spokane for a meeting Saturday in Memorial 
stadium with the Green Bay Packers. The Cardinal head 
mentor observed: "You know, those Packers are the 
most improved team in the National league and should 
win the western division." The Cards, incidentally, 
operate in the eastern division - but coach Stydahar 
wasn't going far enough to draw inferences. Stydahar 
said he bases his judgment on the fact that Green Bay 
has great all-around speed - plus three fine quarterbacks 
in Tobin Rote, Babe Parilli and Dick Flowers. Flowers, 
however, went to the Baltimore Colts in a deal with that 
team by the Packers, the Associated Press reported. 
"And Don Barton, Gib Dawson and Val Joe Walker, all 
from the Southwest conference, form a trio of the finest 
running backs in the business. All can do the 100-yard 
dash in 9.7." Stydahar, finally getting around to talking 
about his Cardinals, said he sees the game Saturday as 
a tossup. "I've got to admit I'm pretty high on my own 
club this year," he said. "We have a great crop of 
rookies, but we're bringing them along slowly - building 
a solid foundation, you might say. Don Paul, Fran 
Polsfoot, and Bob Gambold, all ex-Washington Staters, 
and Marv Beguhl, formerly of U. of Idaho, all will see action here Saturday." Stydahar said he is particularly impressed 
with the Cardinal defensive line. He pointed out that Baltimore made only 31 yards against Chicago in the last start at 
Lubbock, Texas. "We were in scoring position five time and missed four field goal attempts," he pointed out. Coach Gene 
Ronzani and his Packers are due in Spokane by train at 12:55 this evening. Ticket sales for the game are reported excellent 
by D.D. McHenry, ticket manager for the contest. Many good tickets are still available, however, it was reported. Members 
of the Cardinal coaching staff will make guest appearances at the Lions club, Kiwanis club, and other local service 
organizations. Round Table officials said they intend to present Tony Canadeo, ex-veteran Packer star and former Gonzaga 
university ace; Bing Crosby, now vacationing at Hayden lake, and Ray Flaherty, former Washington Redskins mentor, to 
the crowd during halftime ceremonies. The weather outlook for Saturday night is reported favorable. 
 

 
JUMBO JOE BUILDS UP PACKERS! 
AUG 28 (Spokane) - The Packers chuckled when they read the papers at breakfast this morning in the Davenport hotel. 
They discovered that Jumbo Joe had selected them as Western division champions upon his arrival here with the Chicago 
Cardinals Thursday afternoon. The Packers arrived here about 3 o’clock this morning, Green Bay time. Stydahar, of course, 
felt perfectly safe in building up the Pack since his Cardinal won’t be meeting Green Bay in league competition. Saturday 



night’s non-league game is the only scheduled 
combat between the two clubs this year. Joe said 
that “Green Bay has the most improved ball club 
in the National league. I don’t see how they can 
miss winning the Western division 
championship.” It can be recalled that George 
Halas of the Chicago Bears labeled the Packers as 
“the most improved club” just about a year ago this 
time. But George, of course, didn’t say anything 
about championships. Anyway, Stydahar went on 
to say that the Packers’ Don Barton and Gib 
Dawson of Texas are “the finest rookie back I’ve 
seen in several seasons.” He said they give Green 
Bay “great speed” in the backfield. Despite a 10-7 
loss to Baltimore and the Packers’ 31 to 7 victory 
over New York, Stydahar regards Saturday night’s 
clash as a tossup. Stydahar, incidentally, assisted 
the Packers in preparing for the 1953 draft during 
the illness of scout Jack Vainisi last winter. Joe 
resigned as head coach of the Los Angeles Rams 
in October and joined the Packers in November. 
He signed as Cardinal chief after the league 
meeting in January. The Packers are scheduled to 
drill in the 30,000 seat Spokane Memorial stadium 
tonight. The Cardinals drilled there this morning. 
The Packers arrived in good mental and physical 
condition, coach Gene Ronzani reported today. 
The players included Billy Hair, the Clemson 

halfback who has leg trouble but who may do some punting, and Tony Canadeo, the 
Packers’ top alumnus. Local football fans haven’t seen Canadeo since he whizzed as the 
Grey Ghost of Gonzaga over Spokane Memorial field back in 1938-39-40. Canadeo 
came to the Packers in 1941 and played 11 years. Saturday night’s game is sponsored by 
the Spokane Round Table – a group of sportsmen who built the stadium from $250,000 
obtained as profit from slot machines. The first pro exhibition here since 1946, the game 
is expected to attract 20,000. 
LIPSCOMB NAMED IN PATERNITY ACTION 
AUG 28 (Los Angeles) - Paul Lipscomb, 29, tackle for the Washington Redskins and 
formerly with the Green Bay Packers, Friday was named defendant in a paternity suit by Miss Eva Yanes, a telephone 
operator. She asked for $300 monthly support for her baby, Paul, born last May 4. Miss Yates' complaint said she met the 
former Tennessee athlete a year ago and a week later became intimate with him. She said he told her he was unmarried and 
that it was not until she learned she was to become a mother than she found out he had a wife in Washington D.C. Lipscomb 
has filed an answer flatly denying paternity. 
PACKERS, CARDS MEET SATURDAY 
AUG 28 (Spokane) - A rather weary bunch of Green Bay Packers arrived here Friday morning from their training camp at 
Grand Rapid, Minn., after two days of traveling and immediately went out to the practice field to stretch their legs for 
Saturday night's exhibition with the Chicago Cardinals. (WTMJ will carry a broadcast of the game starting at 10:25 o'clock, 
Milwaukee time.) Coach Gene Ronzani had 42 men in tow and indicated that rookies would play a large part of the game. 
Only at quarterback will veterans go all the way. With rookie Dick Flowers traded to the Baltimore Colts, Babe Parilli and 
Tobin Rote will do all of the signal calling and passing. The Packers, who have not beaten the Cardinals in seven straight 
league games, going back to the 1946 season, also lost an exhibition to the Chicago team last season. They ruled one 
touchdown favorites Friday, however, on the strength of their impressive 31-7 victory over the New York Giants in 
Minneapolis last Saturday night while the Cardinals bowed to the surprising Baltimore Colts, 10-7. 
TIRED PACKERS ARRIVE HERE FOR GAME WITH CARDS 
AUG 28 (Spokane Daily Chronicle) - Plenty tired from a long train trip west, coach Gene Ronzani and a hulking contingent 
of Green Bay Packers arrived in Spokane at 2:30 this morning to shake down for their meeting Saturday evening at 8 in 
Memorial stadium with the Chicago Cardinals. Ronzani, being mighty tuckered, admitted "we've got a couple of good 



boys," and inferred the Cards are in for a plenty rugged 
battle. The head coach, with a deep, gravelly voice, 
refused to let newspapermen interview any of his players 
- and promptly hied himself off to bed. Among those at 
the station to greet the teams were Tiny Cahoon, ex-
Packer and former Gonzaga university star. The Packers 
won the NFL's passing championship in 1952 and might 
have gone on to the league title if they had been able to 
field a strong running attack. The powerful air arm is 
back intact for 1953 and, Ronzani believes, he has the 
ground game to go with it. Expected to put the rush back 
into the Packers this year - and thus make the passing 
that much tougher - are Al Carmichael, the rugged 
runner from Southern California; Gib Dawson and Don 
Barton, two speedsters from the University of Texas, 
and Billy Hair, the Clemson flash who likely will be 
making his debut here. Actually, the fastest of the new 
Packer halfbacks is not playing offense. He is Val Joe 
Walker of Southern Methodist who was obtained in a 
trade with the Giants. Walker did a tremendous job in 
his first pro appearance against the New Yorkers. The 
Packers are expected to work out tonight at the stadium. 
Game officials said today they expect a sellout crowd for 
the tilt. The BOF lodge band of 45 pieces, with Howard 
Moss as director, will play during the game and at 
halftime. 
PACKERS SEEK WIN NO. 2 AGAINST CARDS 
TONIGHT 
AUG 29 (Spokane) - Babe Parilli, the brilliant 
sophomore quarterback, will start for the Green Bay 
Packers in their non-championship football game 
against the Chicago Cardinals in Spokane Memorial 
stadium here tonight. A crowd of around 25,000 fans 
will watch the contest – second for each club this season 
and the first pro match here since 1946. Among the 
spectators will be the noted film star and songbird, Bing Crosby, who has a home near here. For additional color, former 
Packer Tony Canadeo, an all-time football star at Gonzaga university here, will be on hand to take a bow. He was known 
as the Grey Ghost of Gonzaga in his amateur day, 1938-39-40, and cavorted over the same turf the pros will be kicking up 
tonight. Packer coach Gene Ronzani apparently plans to alternate starting his two great quarterbacks, Parilli and the four-
year veteran, Tobin Rote. Tobe started against the New York Giants in Minneapolis a week ago tonight – a 31 to 7 victory 
for the Packers – and likely will get the nod against Washington in Green Bay next Saturday. Ronzani also plans to open 
with veterans in the other three spots in the backfield – Breezy Reid at left half, Larry Coutre at right and Fred Cone at 
fullback. The line will be veterans with the exception of Jim Ringo, the Syracuse rookie at center. As the game progresses, 
Ronzani plans to send his new halfback power into the conflict – Al Carmichael, Don Barton and Gib Dawson. Carmichael, 
well known out here after a career at Southern California, could possibly start at right half. Ronzani revealed today that Bill 
Forester, 230-pound tackle-fullback-linebacker rookie, will get his first chance at fullback. He’ll operate behind Fred Cone. 
Forester was unable to play against the Giants because of injuries suffered in the College All Star camp. The contest will 
give Ronzani and members of his staff, Ray McLean, Chuck Drulis and Hugh Devore, another opportunity to view the 
rookies in action. The three key spots to watch will be middle guard where Floyd Harrawood will attempt to keep up the 
good work against the Giants; defensive halfback where Val Joe Walker will perform, and defensive end where Bill Murray 
and Bill Georges will continue their first to take the job vacated by Ab Wimberly. The Packers move into action tonight in 
the best of spirits – physically and mentally. They are anxious to grab win No. 2 as means of preparing themselves for the 
Washington Redskin game. Coach Joe Stydahar’s Chicago Cardinals, upset by 10-7 by Baltimore in their opener last week, 
are expected to furnish the Packers with more trouble than the Giants did. The Cardinals, unlike New York, have a tough 
passing attack and a ground game as good as the Giants. Stydahar is expected to start UCLA rookie quarterback Ray Nagel 
and then give Purdue small man, Dale Samuels, a try. The big guns in the Cardinal backfield will be veteran Charley Trippi 



and the talented powerhouse, Johnny (O) Olszewski of 
California. The Packers, headquartering at the Davenport 
hotel here, will leave immediately after the game and 
arrive in Green Bay at 4:30 Monday afternoon. 
GRIMES WINDS UP IN CANADA 
AUG 29 (Green Bay) – The word came down from 
Canada the other day that the Packers’ Billy Grimes is 
seeking a position with the Hamilton “football” team. 
This arrived as quite a surprise in this corner because of 
Grimes’ telephone statements – made to coach Gene 
Ronzani early last summer – that he wanted to stay out of 
football a year, he didn’t want to play with anybody but 
Green Bay, et cetera. Grimes’ jump to Canada, of course, 
washes all of these “good intentions” down the drain. 
Billy is one of 125 American players seeking football 
work up there. Only 73 will be retained because each club 
is allowed on a certain number of “imports”. Other 
Packers up there are Al Baldwin with Hamilton; Leon 
Manley with Edmonton; Stan Heath with Calgary; and 
Jack Jacobs with Winnipeg. The Packers haven’t been hit 
as hard as other NFL clubs by the Canadians. The five 
Packer players can’t be considered as “key” players but 
the Giants, for instance, lost just what they needed – 
Oklahoma’s great quarterback, Al Crowder – not to 
mention Bobby Marlow of Alabama. Gone from the 
Baltimores are Billy Vessels, Bob Celeri and Frank 
Tripucka. The Bears lost Chuck Hunsinger and a couple 
of others; the Forty Niners Frankie Albert. The good 
treatment on the part of the club and the fans in Green Bay 
is one good reason a lot of Packers thumb their noses at 
their mouth. Players around the league like to play in 
Green Bay because “it’s like their hometown,” they say. 
PACKERS TO MEET CARDS IN SPOKANE 
AUG 29 (Spokane, WA) - The improving Green Bay 
Packers, with all 43 players reported in top shape, meet 
the once-beaten Chicago Cardinals Saturday night in the 
season's second exhibition game for both. Kickoff is set 
for 10 p.m. The game, which will be broadcast over 
WEMP and WTMJ, is expected to draw 20,000 fans. The 
sponsoring Athletic Round Table guaranteed $20,000 to 
each team and give the exhibition proceeds to charity. 
Coach Gene Ronzani said his Packers came through last 
week's 31-7 victory over the New York Giants without a 
serious injury. Bill Forester, 230-pound rookie from SMU 
who was signed as a tackle and linebacker, will be given a chance as offensive fullback against the Cards. "We'll let him 
run with the ball to see what he can do," Ronzani said. If he works out, Forester could spell Fred Cone, the No. 1 Packer 
fullback. Ronzani said he isn't too sure just what kind of team he has this year, but conceded it's better than last. Coach Joe 
Stydahar of the Cards called Green Bay the most improved squad in the league. The Packer coach said tackle Howard Ruetz 
is perhaps the most improved Green Bay player. Ruetz, who weighed 265 last year, is down to 250. Assistant coach Hugh 
Devore singled out Val Joe Walker, obtained from the Giants, a strong addition as a defensive halfback. J.R. Boone, late of 
the San Francisco 49ers, will be an inspiration to the rookies. Devore said scouting reports on the Cardinals' 10-7 loss to 
Baltimore indicate Chicago has a better team than that. The Cards won in statistics, he noted. The Packers will head home 
after Saturday night's game. They are due in Green Bay Monday afternoon. 
LOOKS LIKE BIG YEAR COMING UP FOR PACKERS 
AUG 29 (Milwaukee Sentinel) - Thanks to a combination of interest building elements, the Packers are practically certain 
to follow the Braves' pattern and come up with the most successful season in history from the standpoint of Milwaukee 



attendance and therefore total home attendance. New hope, new life generated by last year's showing, the best in five years, 
started it. Bill Howton, Babe Parilli, Tobin Rote, Bob Mann, Fred Cone, Dave Hanner, Deral Teteak, Bob Dillon, John 
Martinkovic and other bellringers from the 1952 squad are on the job again, along with a trio of returning service men, 
Clayton Tonnemaker, Larry Coutre and Len Szafaryn. The lopsided victory over the Giants in the opening exhibition game 
added something to the already definite feeling that the upswing will continue. Add the encouraging early showing of live 
newcomers like Gib Dawson, Don Barton, Al Carmichael, Floyd Harrawood, Roger Zatkoff, Bill Georges, J.R. Boone, Ben 
Aldridge, and Val Joe Walker...and the impending switch to the Stadium as the Milwaukee site...the carry-over value of the 
miraculous interest in big time sports created by the Braves and you have the answer to the new spirit behind the 
Packers....LEAGUE OPENER STILL FOUR WEEK AWAY: Pre-season sales, an almost unfailing barometer, tell all. They 
were practically nil last year, the year before and the year before and the year before that. An accurate 1953 count isn't yet 
available, but it is safe that the season sale is around 11,000. The constant flow of individual game orders should boost the 
total to an average of 12,000 sold, as of now, for each of the three league games to be played at the Stadium. And the opener 
with Cleveland is still four weeks away! In fact, Saturday night at Spokane, WA will mark only the second exhibition. The 
home opener, which usually spurs advance sales, won't be staged until next Saturday when Curly Lambeau's Washington 
Redskins invade Green Bay to battle Gene Ronzani's dazzlers. The annual Shrine Charity game (with Pittsburgh) at 
Marquette Stadium on September 12th and the exhibition at Cleveland the following week complete the pre-season card. 
All during that buildup stretch, the chances are ticket sales will continue to zoom. As a result, it's a good guess that the 
Packers will average 30,000 or more for the Milwaukee half of the league slate - Cleveland, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco...MORE CITIES COMING INTO THE FOLD: "The most encouraging part of the total response is the obvious 
interest in cities many miles away from Milwaukee," said F.J. (Jug) Earp, public relations director and himself a former 
Packer star. "We never had orders and inquiries of consequence from most of these cities in the past. Take an order from 
Madison this week for example. One business firm bought a block of 80 tickets. We're getting the same signs of support 
from numerous other localities not previously represented at Packer games to our knowledge. Why, people from bordering 
sections of Illinois, Iowa and Minnesota even are ordering tickets." The Green Bay half of the home schedule, headlined by 



the super thrillers with the Bears and champion Lions, is just about a cinch to hit the sellout jackpot. So it looks the NFL is 
going to find out once and for all that pro football needs the Packers even more than the Packers need pro football. 
PRO GRID GAME MAY BE ANNUAL 
AUG 29 (Spokane Daily Chronicle) - The possibility of a big-time professional football game for Spokane every fall loomed 
strong today. Directors of the Athletic Round Table, sponsor of the tilt tonight between the Chicago Cardinals and Green 
Bay Packers of the National league, will meet before game time to discuss the prospect of making such a game an annual 
attraction. The ART's hopes were enhanced by the statements of Walter Wolfner, managing director of the Cardinals, who 
said the team would be glad to come back to Spokane. "We've favored, for some time, getting a foothold in the Northwest," 
he said. The Athletic Round Tablers figure they'll break about even on this evening's benefit clash. Total cost of staging the 
affair has been estimated at around $65,000 - with $20,000 apiece guaranteed to each team. By 11 o'clock today $55,000 
worth of tickets had been sold, ticket manager Don McHenry reported. McHenry estimated that around 22,500 fans will see 
tonight's game. He said a near sellout is possible if the skies remain clear. The stadium contains 25,463 permanent seats, 
and 1,000 bleacher seats have been erected for high school boys and girls. The city was jammed with out-of-towners arriving 
for the game, and Round Table officials indicated the visitors might make up at least half the crowd. The Packers will leave 
Spokane by train immediately after the game. The Cards will stay over till Sunday and depart by air. 
PACKERS RATED SLIGHT FAVORITES TO DEFEAT CARDS 
AUG 29 (Spokane Daily Chronicle) - The irresistible force meets the immovable object tonight at 8 o'clock in Spokane 
Memorial stadium - and may the better team emerge victorious, as they say in boxing. The big Chicago Cardinal-Green Bay 
Packer professional football battle, sponsored by the Athletic Round Table, was ready for delivery today - to what officials 
of the ART hope will be a near capacity turnout. Ticket sales have been booming all week, and unless the weatherman 
tosses a monkey wrench in the proceedings, a turnout of 25,000 is expected to view two of the nation's top pro squads 
collide in the earliest major football opener this city has seen in many years. Partly cloudy - that's the prospect. Meteorologist 
Arwin C. Hoge was optimistic enough to report the game may get a break. But, he said, it'll be cool. Additional bus service 
will be available straight through to the stadium from Bernard and Riverside, City Line officials said. The game is a tough 
one to figure - but the general consensus has it that the Packers of Coach Gene Ronzani are favored to win by at least six 
points. Fattening his belief is the fact they whipped the New York Giants 31-7 a week ago. The tilt has a hometown flavor 
in that three ex-Washington State college stars, Don Paul, Fran Polsfoot and Bob Gambold, and one former Idaho player, 
Marv Beguhl, will see action. All four, as well as a flock of other rookies and veterans, will be shooting the works to keep 
their jobs - because both teams must cut to the league limit of 33 players by the time the regular fall schedules open. Neither 
Ronzani nor Coach Stydahar of the Cards will cast the smallest inkling, at the moment, on who may get the ax. The 
quarterback position for the Packers, for instance, is an example of the terrific competition going on for jobs. When you 
have talented stars like Vito Parilli and Tobin Rote battling for a spot - brother, you've got a fight. Other great names pitching 
for steady paychecks are Arnold Galiffa, Army's great quarterback, who made All-America in 1949, and Gil Reich, once 
the leader of the U. of Kansas team and a former star at West Point. The game would jell into a swell aerial duel, what with 
the Packers having won the NFL's passing championship in 1952. Officials say the team has strengthened a running attack 
that left little to be desired last season. Plenty of ground moxie will be contributed to the offense by Al Carmichael, the ex-
Southern California star, and Gib Dawson and Don Barton, from the U. of Texas. The Cards are strengthened by the return 
of Bill Fisher, who laid out most of last season due to illness. The former Notre Damer was captain of the Cards last year, 
and will be the only veteran guard in the Chicago offensive line. One of the lightest but fastest men in the Cardinal lineup 
is 160-pound Uzziel Weeks of Iowa State. Weeks is a scatback and reportedly as elusive as a jackrabbit in 10 acres of 
prairie. The Card defensive line may give the Packers trouble. It yielded only 31 yards to the Baltimore Colts in a recent 
game at Lubbock, Texas. A halftime feature tonight will be the joint presentation to the crowd of Bing Crosby, Tony 
Canadeo, former Gonzaga star, and Ray Flaherty, ex-Washington Redskin mentor. 
 

 



 
 

 
 


