
  
Preseason: San Francisco 49ers 20, Green Bay Packers (1-2) 0 

Wednesday September 12th 1951 (at Minneapolis) 
 

 
GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE) 

 

(MINNEAPOLIS) - The Green Bay Packers were supposed to be hurtin’ on defense this year. The Pack limited the high-
scoring and well-greased Philadelphia Eagles to only two touchdowns in dropping a 14-10 decision before 19,282 fans in 
the second annual Shrine football game here Sunday afternoon. The Bays’ defensive play loomed as the highlight of this 
thrill-packed, penalty-filled engagement in view of the fact that the Eagles entered the battle with three games under their 
belts while the Packers’ only previous outing was a 17-14 verdict over the Chicago Cardinals. The Packers plunged into a 
full-scale offensive workout today in preparation for their contest with the San Francisco Forty-Niners in Minneapolis 
Wednesday night. Despite the emphasis on offense, the Packers showed enough punch here Sunday to score 30 points on 
the Eagles. The Bays shackled to themselves with 104 yards in penalties and two of the “calls” removed scored touchdowns 
while a series of other penalties killed off what might have The business of separating the Packer men from the boys 
continued painfully here Wednesday night. Experimenting with rookies right down to the last play, Packer Head Coach 
Gene Ronzani gave everybody a thorough test as the Bays dropped their second straight non-conference game, 20 to 0, to 
the San Francisco Forty Niners before a benefit crowd of 19,021. The Packer performance was a bit discouraging in view 
of the fact that the Green Bay offense and defense was good enough to just miss whipping the Philadelphia Eagles 14-10 
out in Milwaukee last Sunday. The Forty Niners, apparently anxious to get even for that league beating in the Green Bay 
snow storm last November, kept the Packers on their heels just about all night. The Packers made only one touchdown 
gesture and that was the result of a spectacular 43 yard run of a fake punt by rookie halfback Ray Pelfrey, giving Green Bay 
position on the Forty Niner 19 late in the first quarter. Despite the fact that the veterans were called upon to eat up the 19 
yards for the leading TD, the drive ended on the three yard line. From then on, the Packers never got inside the Forty Niner 
35. Even after the Forty Niners eased ahead 13-0 in the third period, the Packers continued to give the kids a square deal. 
To start the fourth quarter, Bob Petruska was installed at quarterback with such newcomers as Harry DeLoache, Rip Collins, 
George Rooks and Bob Hanlon in the backfield and Art Edling and Art Felker at the ends. The game was played on buttery 
turf. Water can be seen standing above the grass 
in spots and by the half the footing was quite 
slippery. But it didn’t handicap the Forty 
Niners. After the scoreless first half, Joe Perry 
slipped up the middle for a 42 yard touchdown 
run. Five minutes later, rookie Joe Arenas took 
Jug Girard’s punt and scampered 95 yards for a 
TD, a maneuver that really set the coasters on 
fire. Halfway in the final period, Rex Berry 
slipped over right tackle for a 10 yard TD run 
after Y.A. Tittle passes picked up 40 yards. 
Heavy footing reduced both teams’ offenses by 
at least 50 percent and resulted in a total of 15 
punts, eight by the Packers. 
PACKER PASSING POOR 
The Packer passing game was knocked down 
by much more than 50 percent. Only three 
passes in 20 attempts were completed and the 



net air gain was a minus two yards against 117 yards on eight completions in 23 attempts by the Forty Niners. If it’s any 
consolation, the Packers showed little or nothing for the visiting scouts – especially the Bear representatives. Until late in 
the game, the Bays rarely sent a receiver far downfield while the rushing plays were strictly standard stuff. The Packer 
defense showed splashes of the brilliance that featured the Eagle game. The Forty Niners might have had two touchdowns 
in the fourth quarter but for two fumble recoveries by Alan Hopewell, rookie end, inside the Packer 10 yard line. The game 
was fiercely fought, and fights broke out on four different occasions. Each team fumbled three times. The Packers made the 
first down of the game after forcing the Forty Niners to punt just after the kickoff. Cloud picked up two and Grimes made 
eight but a 15 yard holding penalty forced Girard to punt. After an exchange of punts, Frisco made its first move. Tittle 
passed to big Joe Perry on a screener for 15 yards, but Carl Schuette ended the threat by intercepting Tittle’s pass on the 
Packer 25 and returning to the Bay 43.  
PELFREY PROVIDES THRILL 
Another punt exchange set the stage for the first big thrill of the game and the Packers’ first chance to score. Pelfrey, standing 
back on punt formation on fourth down, set sail around right end from his own 38. Not a Forty Niner touched him until he 
reached the Frisco 35 where he put on a great exhibition of zig-zagging to the 25, back to the 35, and finally down the right 
sideline to the Forty Niner 19 – a distance of 43 yards as the crow flies but 100 as Pelfrey ran. Cloud moved it six yards to 
the 13 and then Frisco went offside, giving the 
Packer a first down on the eight. Frisco gave the 
Pack another offside (half the distance to the 
goal), but the Bays couldn’t score as Cloud twice 
and Canadeo and Grimes were held on the four 
downs early in the second quarter. Albert quick-
kicked on second down from behind the goal line 
and Wizbicki moved it a couple of yards to the 
Frisco 47. Grimes, Canadeo and Cloud made 13 
yards in three trips for a first down on the 34, but 
Rote was smacked back 12 yards as Leon Manley 
was hurt, and Girard punted. After another 
exchange of punts, the Forty Niners put on a hot 
drive from their own 17. With Albert at 
quarterback, Verl Lillywhite moved 39 yards in 
three straight trips. A mess of penalties on both 
the Packers and Forty Niners and a break for the 
Packers when Beals dropped an Albert pass 
behind two Packer defenders on the five, 
“stopped” the Forty Niners and Berry tried and 
missed a field goal from the 47. Reid ran out the 
clock with 12 yards in two tries as the half ended. 
Each team made a first down and then punted on 
the first two series early in the third quarter. 
Getting the ball again, the Packers made a first 
down on Thomason’s pass to Grimes for seven 
yards and Grimes’ three yard smash. But Pete 
Wiseman ended the start by intercepting Thomason’s pass on the 50 and moving to the 40. A clipping penalty set the Forty 
Niners back to their own 46. 
TOUCHDOWN IN FOUR PLAYS 
The Forty Niners had a touchdown in four plays, moving to the Packer 42. Then, on a trap play, Perry went up the middle, 
cut to his right and rolled 42 yards for the score. Perry also kicked the extra point. The Packers continued to mess up their 
offense and the Forty Niners took over on the Bay 47 when Thomason muffed the pass back from center Ed Neal, Carapalla 
recovering. John Martinkovic forced the Forty Niners to punt when he smeared Albert back 12 yards. The Bays couldn’t do 
much again and Girard got off a long punt to Arenas on the five and the swift rookie sped straight up the sidelines for a 95 
yard touchdown. Perry’s extra point try was wide, and the Packers had a chance, so to speak, but the long run only served 
to soup up the Coasters. Ronzani continued to experiment as he started rookie Petruska and inserted an all-rookie backfield 
to open the fourth quarter. The green unit couldn’t cope with the Red shirts and the Coasters were soon off again. Albert 
couldn’t pass so he ran 32 yards to the Bay eight, but Hopewell saved the day by making the first of two fumble recoveries 
on the Packer four. A fight among the players followed and the Forty Niners were clipped 15 yards for naughty naughty. 
Starting on their own 20, the Packers didn’t go anywhere as Collins made a yard and two passes went down the drain. The 



Forty Niners then proceeded to launch a 62 yard TD drive, with Tittle passing to Strickland and to Wilson for 24 for the big 
gainers to the Bay 10. Rex Berry slipped over right tackle for the score and Tittle converted. After Rote missed fire on seven 
passes (the series was prolonged by numerous penalties) the Packers lost the ball on downs on the Frisco 45, and then forced 
the Forty Niners to lose the pigskin on downs on the Packer 36, the main advance being a 14 yard pass from Tittle to Jessup. 
With three minutes left, the Packers continued to pass and after Rote’s screen pass was batted down, Hileman intercepted 
Rote’s throw on the Packer 36. Pass interference on Wally Dreyer gave the Forty Niners a first down on the Bay 10. 
Hopewell came through again, recovering Tittle’s fumble on the 11. Rote passed to Pelfey for five yards and then Pelfrey 
picked up 12 on a reverse for the Packers’ 16th first down but Rote was smeared for a 13 yard loss, a pass to Felker fell 
incomplete and Cloud was tossed back five yards as the game ended. 

SAN FRANCISCO -  0  0 13  7 - 20 
GREEN BAY     -  0  0  0  0 -  0 

SCORING 
3RD - SF - Joe Perry, 42-yard run (Perry kick)  SAN FRANCISCO 7-0 
3RD - SF - Joe Arenas, 95-yard punt return (Perry kick failed) SAN FRANCISCO 13-0 
4TH - SF - Rex Berry,10-yard run (Y.A. Tittle kick)  SAN FRANCISCO 20-0 
 

 
Parade Stadium was Minneapolis' first public football stadium. The Minneapolis park board built the 16,560-seat 

stadium at The Parade, a park just west of downtown, in 1951. The stadium hosted its first major event in July 
1951, when the Lone Ranger and Silver appeared at an Aquatennial children's event. That September, an 

exhibition football game between the Green Bay Packers and San Francisco 49ers drew twenty thousand fans. For 
more information, click here. 

 

 



SMALL SCHOOLS SHINE IN PRO GAME 
SEPT 13 (Minneapolis) - A large university's sheepskin 
is obviously not a necessary credential for success in the 
realm of pro football. Not after the big noise the little 
college representatives made in Wednesday night's San 
Francisco-Green Bay exhibition. With the exception of 
Minnesota's Leo Nomellini and Stanford's Frankie 
Albert, the stars that flashed across the Parade stadium 
slosh hailed from the nation's smaller campuses. The 
touchdowns, for instance, were contributed by Omaha 
university (Joe Arenas), Compton J.C. (Joe Perry) and 
Brigham Young (Rex Berry). Defensively for the 49ers, 
St. Louis U. provided the linebacker standout in Pete 
Wismann. On the losing Packer side, the longest run was 
a 43-yard twister deep into Frisco territory by an East 
Kentucky graduate named Ray Pelfrey. And so it wet - 
although Nomellini proved with some block-busting 
plays that Minnesota's huge state university was 
represented out there, too. The Lions made at least three 
key tackles, did double duty on both offense and defense 
and earned the plaudits of both Buck Shaw, the 49er boss, 
and his assistant, ex-Gopher Phil Bengtson. Frisco's other 
Gopher grid grad, Gordy Soltau, has his homecoming 
spoiled when he was ejected from the game for the first 
time in the gentlemanly Duluthian's career. "A couple of 
Packers were two-timing me on a punt retun, and one was 
really leveling so I brought up my elbow to protect myself 
and I guess they thought I was slugging," said Gordy. 
"The funny part of it was when they told me to get off the 
field I didn't know I was kicked out for good. So I came 
back on offense and played 10 minutes more before they 
finally told me I was through when I was going in for a 
field goal try toward the end of the half." Norm Standlee, 
the 49er captain, got word during the game his mother 
was dying out in California. He played defensively much 
of the last half, however, before catching a midnight 
plane back to the Coast. Arenas, who electrified the 
19,021 fans with his 95-yard punt return, is a Marine 
Purple Heart alumnus of Iwo Jima. It was Nomellini 

whose fourth down tackle spoiled the best Packer advance with three yards, goal to go, and minutes later it was Soltau who 
nailed the Green Bay punt returner in his tracks. Shaw thought the 49ers did unbelievably well on the wet field. And he 
figured his Californians would have won anyway, even if Green Bay's scoring threat had materialized in the first half. "Our 
boys have a lot of spirit, they want to win," he said. But Packer boss Gene Ronzani, the fat man in the grey sweat shirt who 
bounced around the sidelines all though the game, disagreed. "If we had scored then, it might have made all the difference," 
he opined. "But we'll be all right." Minnesota's Dick Wildung, the Packer captain, said it was "just one of those nights." 
Another ex-Gopher, Art Edling, saw only brief Packer action. Big Nomellini, bellowing and smiling after the game, insisted, 
"Wrestling is tougher than football", despite the several near fights and rock-'em, sock-'em performances last night. Yes, 
that's what he said. 
STEELERS STILL CONFIDENT 
SEPT 13 (Pittsburgh) - Though many of the fans have already given up on the 1951 Steelers, that's not true of the players 
themselves nor their coaches. Everybody around the team's training camp here still believes the early prediction: The 
Steelers will have their best team in history this fall. Despite two losses in their first three games, players and coaches alike 
are confident that the Black and Gold will wind up the preseason campaign with successive victories over the Green Bay 
Packers and the Chicago Bears...EXHIBITIONS MISLEADING: The Steelers play the Packers at Buffalo Sunday. They 
meet the Bears the following Sunday at Forbes Field in the Pittsburgh Press Old Newsboys' fund game for the benefit of 
Children's Hospital. Assistant Coach Chuck Cherundolo, who's been around the NFL and the Steelers long enough to know, 



insists that these early games aren't a true 
indication of a team's strength. "You have to 
realize," Cherundolo pointed out, "that the 
Steelers are always late coming around. We never 
did too well in our early exhibitions, but we're 
starting now. The Packers and Bears will see a 
new Steeler team." Coach Johnny Michelosen 
erased the frown from his troubled brow long 
enough to agree with his aide...TACKLE 
INJURIES HURT: "We've been hurt by injuries 
to our tackle," he admitted. "We lost a lot of time 
when we couldn't scrimmage. But we can still 
improve." Scout Jack Lavelle, who has been 
plotting the Steeler plays for the New York 
Giants, isn't fooled at all by Pittsburgh's dismal 
training camp showing. "They do that every 
year," the veteran bird-dog complained. "Then 
when the season starts, they murder you." 
GENE ASKS WAIVERS ON SIX PLAYERS 
SEPT 13 (Minneapolis) - Before taking off for 
Buffalo shortly before noon today, Packer Coach 
Gene Ronzani asked waivers on six players. They 
are guard Ralph McGehee, quarterback Bob 

Petruska, ends Al Hopewell and Art Edling, fullback George Rooks and halfback Harry DeLoach. The Packers now have 
40 players – seven above the limit of 33, which must be reached Sept. 30. 
ED CODY JUMPS TO CANADIAN LEAGUE 
SEPT 13 (Toronto) - A new Toronto Argonaut halfback arrived today from the United States. Ed (Catfoot) Cody, with four 
years of professional football experience with the Chicago Bears and the Green Bay Packers behind him, will be in uniform 
Saturday when the Montreal Allouettes bow in here. The 185-pound Cody was brought in by Coach Frank Clair to replace 
Ulysses Curtis. Curtis was injured last Saturday's game against the Hamilton Tiger-Cats and will be out for an indefinite 
period with a torn rib cartilage. 
PACKERS EMPLOY NEW NON-LOOP STRATEGY? 
SEPT 14 (Green Bay) - The 1951 Packers were supposed to have been improved over the 1950 club! Yet, the Fifty boys 
had a 2-1 record after three games as compared to the Fifty-Oners' 1-2 mark. Remember? A year ago, the Packers were 
whipped by the Cleveland Browns in the opener, but then charged back to crack the Chicago Cardinals and shut out the 
New York Giants out in Boston. This season thus far, the Packers opened by beating the Cardinals and then lost to 
Philadelphia and San Francisco. Before you eye the water blow our town's three big bridges, let's examine a point or two: 
A year ago, Packer Coach Gene Ronzani, making his debut here after the Lambeau regime resigned was in a "must win" 
position. He virtually "had" to win those exhibitions to spur seat sales, etc. The terrific pace Ronzani set carried over into 
the league season and exploded for that tremendous victory over the Chicago Bears in the opener. But the Packers didn't 
have the horses or the weapons to recover from the midseason letdown after the early "demands". Ronzani, boasting a 
surprise defense with a better offense despite the lack of an explosive runner the likes of Larry Coutre (now in service), 
apparently is employing a different type of strategy this year. Gene is pacing the 1951 team's pace, so to speak, for the 
league campaign which opens with the Bear game here Sept. 30. The present Packers showed some of their possibilities 
when they whipped the Cardinals, 17-14, last month. They continued to show blaze in completely outplaying the Eagles in 
Milwaukee last Sunday despite the final defeat, 14-10. Ronzani got a good idea of what the Packers could do against the 
keyed up Forty Niners in Minneapolis Wednesday night and then settled down with his experiments in the last half when 
the Coasters scored three touchdowns, one on a 95-yard punt return. The Packers' warmup campaign may continue to be 
painful out in Buffalo Sunday when they play the still-to-win-a-game Pittsburgh. While they are in excellent physical 
condition, the Packers will be handicapped by too much work, the game being their third in eight days. Single wing 
Pittsburgh will have had eight days rest. And the Steelers are rough - rest or no rest! The Packers arrived in Buffalo last 
night after a plane-train ride from Minneapolis. They'll stay in Buffalo next week to practice for the non-conference final 
against Washington in Alexandria, Va., Sunday, Sept. 23. Then, it'll be back home and intensive drills for that Bear 
opener..."That's the toughest job in the coaching business, releasing these kids." That's what Ronzani said the afternoon 
before the Forty Niner game. Maybe the outcome of the game eased Ronzani's tast but we doubt it. It's still rough to hand a 
youngster that pink slip. The rookies put on waivers Thursday was backs George Rooks, Bob Petruska and Harry DeLoache, 



ends Al Hopewell and Art Edling and guard Ralph McGehee. Ronzani 
must make another cut by Sept. 30 to reach the league limite of 33 
players. Gene is still shopping around for a player or two. The 
Washington Redskins, incidentally, still owe the Packers a guard on the 
deal that sent Paul Lipscomb to the Redskins for Len Szafaryn. Under 
terms of the transaction, the Redskins will give the Packers first crack 
on any guard they place on waivers...Leon Manley, the veteran tackle, 
was the only Packer veteran. He got his face pretty well messed up under 
some Forty Niners' cleats...Most embarassed gent in Minneapolis was 
Gordon Soltau, the former Minnesota end and Packer draftee who was 
traded to Cleveland last year for Joe Spencer, and, in turn, sent to Frisco 
by the Browns. Soltau was thumbed out of the game by the officials in 
the third quarter for fighting. Soltau cried to sportswriters that he was 
slugged by a Packers. "So I pushed him and was thrown out of the 
game," Soltau said. The officials said that Soltau used his elbow 
illegally. Before speaking for the public prints, Gordon should have 
remembered that the Packers play the Forty Niners again - out in Frisco 
Dec. 9...A large number of Green Bay people saw the game in 
Minneapolis, including Packer Board Chairman and Mrs. Lee Joannes, 
the Walter Scherfs, the John Borgensons, the Ed Crims, Mrs. Frank 
Jonet, wife of the late Packer secretary-treasurer, Jerry Atkinson, Joe 
Ziefle, Dick Bean - to mention a few. Coming in for the game were 
Bruce Smith and Urban Odson, former Packers. 
THERE'S ROOM FOR PRO FOOTBALL IN MINNEAPOLIS 
SEPT 14 (Milwaukee Sentinel-Lloyd Larson) - If public response to the 
Packer-San Francisco charity venture Wednesday night is a criterion, 
there's room for pro football in this sportsminded city. No one is thinking 
in terms of a full schedule - merely an annual shot or two. That 
Minneapolis can and will handle. Definitely. Get this pre-game picture: 
It had rained for days. No ordinary rain, either, for it poured all Tuesday 
night and most of Wednesday. The outlook was so gloomy that common 
sense called for postponement. But it was difficult, if not absolutely 
impossible, for common sense to prevail because the Packers had to 
move on to Buffalo for another pre-league exhibition with Pittsburgh, a 
single wing team Sunday. So the game was played even though the new 
field at the Municipal Parade Stadium was gooshy and almost 
completely waterlogged, and the seats very wet, naturally. It wasn't until 
late afternoon that the rain stopped and the sky started to clear. Yet a 
crowd of 19,021, only 1,500 under the chummy little stadium's 
announced capacity, showed up. That was a miraculous crowd under 
conditions. The Packers, thanks mainly to their decision to do early 
season training at Grand Rapid, Minn., are in on the ground floor. Very 
likely they will continue to get first "rights" to what is expected to 
develop into an annual Catholic charities project - a growing and 
increasingly profitable project, too, for all concerned...PACKERS 
WON'T BE 'LOUSED AROUND': This is another step in bringing the 
Packers to the point where they won't be "lousing around" on early 
season exhibition arrangements. With Green Bay, Milwaukee and 
Minneapolis as key spots, they will be in position to take their pick of 
top drawing teams 'ere long. Green Bay always is good for one good 
early shot. As soon as the new Milwaukee Stadium is ready for 
occupancy, the annual Shrine sponsored test should be really a live one, 
and now Minneapolis, with prospects, for much greater seating capacity 
in the not too distant future. The Municipal Stadium here is within sight and easy reach of the downtown area. The field is 
part of a wide expanse of park-playground area which ultimately guarantees necessary parking space, too. As is typical in 
communities of all sizes, it took years of talking, planning and just plain bickering. But, finally the stadium dream came 



true. Rather, the beginning of a big dream for it is hoped to do 
a double decking job that, ultimately, will boost the seating 
capacity to 70,000. Dressing room and press box facilities, as is 
took often the case in construction of public buildings of this 
type, are far from satisfactory. There's the usual traffic handling 
problem, too, because of limited roadways leading into and out 
of the stadium area. But some day everything is going to be just 
right. So they say at least - which should be a warning to 
Milwaukeeans to think twice before they take up the old refrain. 
"We never get anything done right around here. What a jerk 
town we live in; why can't we keep pace with other cities"? 
Come to think of it. I've heard many a Milwaukeean hold up 
Minneapolis as a model among go-getting cities. 
PACKERS, PITT STEELERS DUEL AT BUFFALO 
SUNDAY 
SEPT 15 (Buffalo) - The Green Bay Packers' toughest eight 
days of the 1951 campaign closes here Sunday in a non-
conference football game with the Pittsburgh Steelers at Civic 
stadium. Approximately 20,000 fans are expected for the 
newspaper-sponsored contest. Kickoff is at 12 noon, Green Bay 
time. The Packers, moving in here Thursday evening after their 
game against the San Francisco Forty Niners Wednesday night 
in Minneapolis, haven't had much  time to convert their defense 
for the Steelers' famed wing attack. The Steelers are the only 
team in the NFL using the single and double wing...PRETTY 
WELL BRUISED UP: Only light workouts were conducted by 
Coach Gene Ronzani Friday and Saturday since the team is 
pretty well bruised up from the previous two games, in four 
days, against Philadelphia in Milwaukee last Sunday and the 
Frisco test. Ronzani is 
expected to taper off 
somewhat on his 
experiment program. He 
gave all of the rookies a 
thorough test against the 
Forty Niners. Six of 

them were placed on waivers Thursday and the remainder will be used frequently 
against the Steelers. Tomorrow's game is the first of three meetings between the two 
clubs. They'll clash in Milwaukee Oct. 7 and then in Pittsburgh Nov. 11 in league 
contests. After tomorrow's game, the Packers will remain here to prepare for the final 
non-conference game against the Washington Redskins out in Alexandria, Va., 
Sunday, Sept. 23. The league opener against the Bears will be in Green Bay Sept. 30. 
Coach Johnny Michelosen's Steelers are expected to unveil Chuck Ortmann, the 
former Michigan star, against the Packers. Ortmann has looked impressive in recent 
drills and he'll probably spell the veteran Joe Geri at left half. Lynn Chadnois, the 
Michigan State great, is at right half and Jerry Nuzum is at fullback. Val Jasante, long 
a Packer thorn, and Elbie Nickel are the Steelers' chief pass receiving threats. With 
little or no chance to work on their offense the Packers will string along with the same 
maneuvers used agaist the Forty Niners and Eagles. Which means that they'll be 
throwing a large number of passes. Fred Cone, the promising rookie fullback from 
Clemson, will probably be given a good test. The No. 1 fullback, Jack Cloud, carried 
most of the load in the first three losses. Cone showed a lot of power retrurning two 
kickoffs against the Forty Niners. Ronzani will be keeping his fingers crossed Sunday 
- against injuries. The Steelers, win or lose, generally give their opponents a good 
physical beating because of their consistently hard blocking and tackling. The 



Pittsburghers will enter the game with plenty of rest. 
Their last game was a week ago tonight. 
SHIPKEY REPORTS AS STEELERS PREPARE 
FOR PACKER GAME 
SEPT 15 (Pittsburgh) - The Steelers ran through their 
final tune-up drills today for tomorrow's game with the 
Green Bay Packers at Buffalo, with fullback Jerry 
Shipkey back in his familiar linebacking spot. The 
rugged back from Anaheim, Cal., reported to the squad 
yesterday in time for the afternoon drill. Shipkey's 
arrival was a welcome sight for the hard-pressed Steeler 
defense. The blond fullback checked in at 214 pounds, 
only four more than his normal playing weight. He 
probably will see action against the Packers tomorrow. 
Meanwhile, end Nick DeRosa, the rookie wingman from 
Pitt, may become the second Panther grad in two years 
to leave the Steelers for military service. He was ordered 
to report to Pittsburgh Monday for his Army physical 
exam. Last year, All-American Bernie Barkouskie, 
another Pitt alumni, left camp to join the Naval Air 
Corps. Coach Johnny Michelosen said today that 
halfback Ray Mathews, the slippery running back from 
Clemson, would take Lynn Chadnois' place in the 
offensive backfield against Green Bay. It will be the 
McKeesporter's first real crack as a ball carrier, his 
chores so far being limited mainly to defense. However, 
in five rare trips with the ball, Mathews has gained 70 
yards. All his running was done against San Francisco 
last week when he led the Steeler team in ground 
gaining. The 40-man squad will leave for Buffalo early 
tomorrow morning and will return to Cambridge 
Springs immediately after the game to start preparing for 
next week's big test with the Chicago Bears at Forbes 
Field. 
BAYS VS. STEELERS IN BUFFALO TODAY 
SEPTMBER 15 (Buffalo) - Gene Ronzani's Green Bay 
Packers will have an opportunity to square this pre-
season exhibition game record Sunday afternoon in 
Civic Stadium when they oppose Pittsburgh's rugged 
Steelers before an expected gathering of 18,000 fans in 
a charity contest. The Packers will open with a veteran 
team that includes a backfield quartet composed of Tony Canadeo, Jack Cloud, Billy Grimes and Tobin Rote. In the line, 
Abner Wimberly and Bob Mann will open on the flanks; Leon Manley and Dick Wildung at tackles, Ham Nichols and Walt 
Michaels at guards and Ed Neal at center. The Packers carry a 12 pound per man weight edge into the fray. They average 
221 pounds as compared with the Steelers' 209. Joe Geri, Pittsburgh's All-Pro halfback who carries the burden of the 
Steelers' single wing offense, will have Joe Gasparella at quarterback, Lynn Chadnois at right half and Jerry Nuzum at 
fullback. Val Jasante and Elbie Nickel will start at ends for Pittsburgh with Lou Allen and Frank Wydo at tackles, Dick 
Tomlinson and George Hughes at guards and Bill Walsh at center. Steeler coach Johnny Michelosen decided to keep his 
club at the Cambridge Springs, Pa., training base until Sunday morning. In the meantime, the Packers have had two days of 
practice on the local scene. Each club will dress 40 players for the game, seven over the National League limit which must 
be reached by the opening of the regular season. As a result the future of at least seven players on each club will depend on 
this exhibition performance. 
STEELERS PLAY PACKERS TODAY IN BUFFALO 
SEPT 16 (Pittsburgh) - A crowd of 15,000 is expected here tomorrow to see the Pittsburgh Steelers clash with the Green 
Bay Packer. The Steelers have been welcome in Buffalo ever since their president, Art Rooney, spearheading this city's 
unsuccessful fight to land a pro team in the NFL two years ago. Both teams will go into the game with identical records. 



The Bays defeated the Chicago Cards, 17-14, and dropped decisions to the Philadelphia Eagles, 14-10, and the San Francisco 
49ers, 20-0. The Steelers beat the New York Yanks, 21-17, but lost to the Eagles, 24-9, and the 49ers, 24-7. As a result to 
the similarity of their performances against common foes, the game is regarded as a tossup. If there is an edge, it will be 
with the Steelers who will have their vaunted line at full strength for the first time this year. Tackles Carl Samuelson and 
Frank Wydo, both of whom have been injured, are ready to play against the Packer. It will be the first game for Wydo since 
he was injured against the Yanks. Samuelson played against San Francisco last week, but the big lineman failed to live up 
to his usual style of play. However, halfback Lynn Chadnois, the sparkplug of the Steelers' two-sided offense this year, will 
be unable to play. Chadnois bruised his ribs against 'Frisco last week. He will be replace by rookie Ray Mathews. 
 

 


