
  
Los Angeles Rams (8-4) 42, Green Bay Packers (3-9) 14 

Sunday December 16th 1951 (at Los Angeles) 
 

 
GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE) 

 
(LOS ANGELES) - The Green Bay Packers threw a 
scare into the vaunted Los Angeles Rams for half of a 
ball game, but the title-dreaming Rams sank them with 
two touchdowns in the third period and two more in the 
final quarter to bring the regular NFL season to a close. 
The Rams wound up with a 42-14 triumph, but the 
23,698 fans breathed uneasily when the Packers left the 
field at the half all even with the Rams, 14-14. A never-
quit Packer team kept plugging, but the Rams were fired 
up by the impending defeat of Detroit by San Francisco 
and could not be denied. Perhaps the turning point came 
when, with Los Angeles ahead, 21-14, little halfback 
Jerry Williams fielded a field goal try that fell short, 
took it in on the one-yard line, and raced 99 yards for 
six points. "That's the way it's been all season," said 
Coach Gene Ronzani, as he bundled his team off from 
the Coliseum. "We have played every club we met for 
about three quarters, and then something happens. 
We've got some swell kids, and I just wish we had about 
15 more like some of the boys we have." At random, 
Ronzani picked out Tobin Rote ("He played a good, 
tough game."); Tony Canadeo, who was playing his last 
game in a brilliant career with Green Bay; Bob Mann, 
Jay Rhodemyre, Leon Manley, Dom Moselle, Joe 
Spencer and others for exceptional play and pluck in the 
face of greater odds. Green Bay got tough without delay 
after kicking off to the Rams, with Moselle, Schroll, 
Pelfrey, Martinkovic and others stopping the Ram 
attack the first two times they had the ball. 
PUNT PUTS BAYS IN HOLE 
Waterfield's punt out on the Packer nine put Green Bay 
in the hole, and Rote was spilled back to the one foot 
mark. Rote pulled out with an 18-yard pass to Pelfrey. 
Davis' 31-yard punt return to the Packer 33 started Los 
Angeles off to its first touchdown. Waterfield 
engineered the ball to the 15 and then dropped a short 
pass into fullback Dick Hoerner's arms for the 
remaining yards. Moselle took the kickoff back on an 

excellent return of 37 yards to midfield and Green Bay promptly tied the count. Rote fielded a bad pass from center on a 
bounce and converted it into an 11-yard gain. A delaying penalty put the ball back to the Ram 46, but Rote hit Elliott for 
13. And then, rushed in fierce fashion, he dropped back and sailed a throw from the 33 to Grimes in the end zone. Defensive 



back Marvin Johnson deflected the ball, it flipped 
into the air and Grimes caught it on the way down. 
Cone converted. Waterfield's 73-yard throw to 
Elroy Hirsch on the first play after the kickoff sent 
Los Angeles in front, 14-7. 
CONE'S FG TRY WIDE 
Green Bay bounced back, Moselle returning the 
kickoff 33 yards to the Packer 37. Rote and Grimes 
got together for a beautiful, 38-yard pass 
completion, but the Rams held and Cone's field 
goal try from the 34 was wide to the left. In the 
second, Rote hit Bob Mann for a 52 yard pass gain, 
pulling the team out of the four-yard mark, but 
Herb Rich snared a Rote pass to end the threat on 
the Ram 31. Later, the Packers tied the score when 
Moselle recovered a fumble by Dan Towler after 
the latter had steamed 26 yards into Packer 
territory. Starting from the Packer 36, Rote sent 
Green Bay 64 yards in four plays. He passed for 29 
to Cone, and to Elliott for 12 and nine yards to 
reach the Ram 14. Then he threw to Elliott in the 
end zone and Elliott succeeded in grabbing the ball 
in a hectic grab battle with Rich and Johnson, the 
Ram defensive backs. Cone converted for the 
second time and the half ended soon after. 
Waterfield's 39-yard pass to Tom Fears was six 
points was quite a feat for Fears, who won out in a 
tight scramble for the ball with Loomis, Davis and 
Moselle. Once again, Green Bay threatened. Rote 
passed to Jug Girard for 21 yards, but, finally, with 
the ball placed on the 50, Cone tried a field goal. 
Williams fielded it on the one. A shifty, speedy 
runner from Washington State, little Williams 
slithered upfield, cut toward the Ram sideline 
behind two key blocks, and went all the way. 
Green Bay moved from its own 20 after the kickoff 
and, with Rote passing to Canadeo for 46, and to 
Mann for 17, drove on to the 12, first down. Floyd 
Reid made six, Canadeo two and then one, and it 
was fourth and one to go on the three. But Tony 
was knocked back a yard and the Rams took over. Thomason took over in the fourth, and the Packers, trailing badly, still 
fought from midfield to the Ram nine. Interference on Mann was called against the Rams Bob Boyd in the big gain, 29 
yards. But Thomason was hit hard as he attempted a lateral and Green Bay lost possession of the ball. Harper Davis, in the 
closing minute, intercepted a Waterfield pass and raced back 25 yards. The Packers journeyed down to the 25, but Los 
Angeles, by this time aware that Detroit was getting licked, was in no mood to relax. Rote completed 20 out of 40 passes, 
with two interceptions, for 335 yards. Thomason completed seven out of 16 for 44. Rote gained 24 running and Canadeo 
21 in six tries to bring his career total to over 4,000 yards. In all, Waterfield pitched five touchdown passes, three to Elroy 
Hirsch, the longest for 73 yards. Hirsch's three touchdown passes brought his season total to 17 and tied the all-time pro 
league record established in 1942 by Don Hutson of the Packers. 

GREEN BAY   -  7  7  0  0 - 14 
LOS ANGELES - 14  0 14 14 - 42 

                       GREEN BAY   LOS ANGELES 
First Downs                   20            18 
Rushing-Yards-TD         12-45-0      26-151-0 
Att-Comp-Yd-TD-Int 56-27-379-2-2 27-15-256-5-2 
Sacked-Yards                2-21          1-11 
Net Passing Yards            358           245 



Total Yards                  424           407 
Fumbles-lost                 3-2           1-1 
Turnovers                      4             3 
Yards penalized             9-74          7-59 

SCORING 
1ST - LA - Dick Hoerner, 15-yard pass from Bob Waterfield (Waterfield kick) LOS ANGELES 7-0 
1ST - GB - Billy Grimes, 33-yard pass from Tobin Rote (Fred Cone kick) TIED 7-7 
1ST - LA - Elroy Hirsch, 73-yard pass from Waterfield (Waterfield kick) LOS ANGELES 14-7 
2ND - GB - Carleton Elliott, 14-yard pass from Rote (Cone kick) TIED 14-14 
3RD - LA - Tom Fears, 39-yard pass from Waterfield (Waterfield kick) LOS ANGELES 21-14 
3RD - LA - Jerry Williams, 99-yd return of a missed FG (Waterfield kick) LOS ANGELES 28-14 
4TH - LA - Hirsch, 37-yard pass from Waterfield (Waterfield kick) LOS ANGELES 35-14 
4TH - LA - Hirsch, 19-yard pass from Waterfield (Waterfield kick) LOS ANGELES 42-14 
RUSHING 
GREEN BAY - Tobin Rote 8-24, Tony Canadeo 6-21, Breezy Reid 2-6, Fred Cone 1-4, Billy Grimes 1-3, Ray Pelfrey 1-
1, Dom Moselle 1-1, Bobby Thomason 1-(-15) 
LOS ANGELES - Dan Towler 13-102, Dick Hoerner 8-41, Tank Younger 3-12, Glenn Davis 2-(-4) 
PASSING 
GREEN BAY - Tobin Rote 40-20-335 2 TD 3 INT, Bobby Thomason 16-7-44 
LOS ANGELES - Bob Waterfield 18-10-204 5 TD 2 INT, Norm Van Brocklin 9-5-52 
RECEIVING 
GREEN BAY - Bob Mann 11-123, Carl Elliott 5-58 1 TD, Fred Cone 4-28, Billy Grimes 3-66 1 TD, Tony Canadeo 1-46, 
Ray Pelfrey 1-24, Jug Girard 1-21, Breezy Reid 1-3 
LOS ANGELES - Elroy Hirsch 6-146 3 TD, Tom Fears 6-83 1 TD, Glenn Davis 1-17, Dick Hoerner 1-15 1 TD, Tank 
Younger 1-(-5) 
 

 
Hall of Fame wide receiver Elroy 'Crazylegs' Hirsch of the Los Angeles Rams runs upfield in a 42 to 14 win over 

the Green Bay Packers (Credit: Vic Stein) 
 



 
 

 
 

 



TONY TOPS 4,000, ENDS 10-YEAR PACKER CAREER 
DEC 17 (Los Angeles) - Tony Canadeo, who finished his 10th season with the Green Bay Packers Sunday by becoming the 
second man in NFL history to pass the 4,000 yard rushing mark, is hanging up his football shoes. Canadeo, known as the 
"Grey Ghost of Gonzaga" university, announced he was playing his last game here before the Packer-Ram game. The "old 
man" of the Packer squad, he had been with the team longer than any other player. The 31-year old, six-foot, 190-pound 
halfback showed, however, that he's till right spry, as he cavorted against the Rams, taking one pass for a 46-yard gain. The 
only other National leaguer to gain 4,000 yards rushing was Steve Van Buren of the Philadelphia Eagles. A native of 
Chicago, Canadeo was the Western division ground gaining champion in 1947 and 1949, the latter year gaining 1,052 yards 
in 208 attempts to finish second to Van Buren in final NFL figures. Now a full-fledged resident of Green Bay, Canadeo 
ranks as the all-time Packer ground gainer. He nudged ahead of Clarke Hinkle in the 1950 finale in San Francisco and added 
to his record during the '51 season. 

 

   
 

 
 



 
 

 



 


