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GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE) 

 

(MILWAUKEE) – The Green Bay Packers were supposed to be hurtin’ on 
defense this year. The Pack limited the high-scoring and well-greased 
Philadelphia Eagles to only two touchdowns in dropping a 14-10 decision before 
19,282 fans in the second annual Shrine football game here Sunday afternoon. 
The Bays’ defensive play loomed as the highlight of this thrill-packed, penalty-
filled engagement in view of the fact that the Eagles entered the battle with three 
games under their belts while the Packers’ only previous outing was a 17-14 
verdict over the Chicago Cardinals. The Packers plunged into a full-scale 
offensive workout today in preparation for their contest with the San Francisco 
49ers in Minneapolis Wednesday night. Despite the emphasis on offense, the 
Packers showed enough punch here Sunday to score thirty points on the Eagles. 
The Bays shackled to themselves with 104 yards in penalties and two of the 
“calls” removed scored touchdowns while a series of other penalties killed off 
what might have been the winning touchdown late in the game. The Packer 
defense limited the Eagles to exactly zero points. One pass completion and only 
60 yards during the entire second half, while the Packers marched up and down 
the gridiron only to be thwarted near the goal line. The Eagles scored first near 
the end of the first quarter on a 17-yard slash off left end by Bosh Pritchard and 
they made it 14-0 early in the second canto on a nine-yard strike from Adrian 
Burk to Pete Pihos. 
THOMASON ENGINEERS DRIVE 
With Bob Thomason at the controls and the Beer Town crowd rooting for 

“something”, the Packers took the next kickoff and marched 81 yards in 12 players to a score, with Thomason passing 13 
yards to Floyd Reid for the TD. Starting on their own 41, the Packers again moved to a “touchdown” – a fourth down four-
yard pass from Thomason to Jack Cloud in the end zone – but the Packers were holding. Instead of a tie, the Packers settled 
for a 14-11 reading on Ted Fritsch’s perfect field goal from the 27. That was the end of the scoring but the third period 
wasn’t four minutes old when Bob Summerhays’ pass interception set up another “touchdown”. This time Tobin Rote nailed 
Bob Mann on a 12-yard pass into the end zone – as pretty as you please – but the Packers were in motion. As if those two 
“losses” weren’t enough, look what happened in the fourth quarter. Billy Grimes put the ball in position on the Eagle 31 
with a tricky 48-yard punt return. In three plays, Cloud blasted, behind Dick Wildung, 17 yards to the 14. Cloud hit for four, 
Thomason passed to Jug Girard for five and Cloud made one for a first down on the four. Then came the reverse. First the 
Packer backs went in motion and then Thomason was docked 15 yards for intentionally grounding the ball on an 
underhanded toss as he was being tackled. He did the same thing in the first half but no penalty was called. 



ANOTHER THREAT FAILS 
Anyhow, the Packers found themselves back on 
the Eagle 25 so Rote tried his luck. As a fourth 
down pass went incomplete the Eagles were 
nipped on a personal foul, giving the Bays first 
down on the 12. A Thomason pass to Girard put 
the ball on the five on second down, but a rush 
and a pass to Reid failed to gain and the Pack 
lost its chance. In the waning minutes, two 
Packer passes were intercepted to kill further 
threats. The game was over-officiated as the Bill 
Downes crew called a total of 26 penalties for 
218 yards on both clubs. The teams were 
penalized 180 yards in the last half alone. The 
Packers actually appeared to hold the upper 
hand on both defense and offense. Statistics 
showed the Bays outgaining their veteran foes 
on the ground and in the air. The Pack picked up 
104 yards on the ground against the Eagles’ 96, 
while the losers got 146 on passes against 74 for 
the Eagles. In total yardage, it was 250 to 170 
for the Bays. There was hardly any comparison 
in the first down department, the Packers, 
winning, 19-7. The Eagles made only two first 
downs rushing – a tribute to the line, bolstered 
by tackles Ed Ecker and Joe Spencer, ends Steve 
Pritko and John Martinkovic and a steady crew 
of linebackers headed by Walt Michaels – the 
man who is working in Clayton Tonnemaker’s 
spot. The Bay defense limited the vaunted Steve 
Van Buren to a measly 28 yards in 15 attempts. 
Pritchard led the visitors with 31. Cloud, rolling like a tank in the second half, chalked up 65 yards in 15 tries to pace the 
Packers. 
EAGLE PASSING STYMIED 
Thomason paced the Packer passing as he completed 13 out of 25 attempts for 123 yards, while Rote completed two out of 
10 for 25 yards. The Eagles’ tough passing machine failed to work – or was the Packer defense that tough? Wilbur Volz 
worked in as a defensive halfback for the first time and came up with a crucial interception on the Packer one-yard line in 
the third quarter. Coach Gene Ronzani kept his promise to start rookie quarterback Bob Petruska and the Wisconsin grad, 
third string to vets Thomason and Rote, did well by moving the pigskin from his own 29 to the Eagle 38, where Thomason 
took over. Petruska showed that he wasn’t afraid to gamble when he called Grimes around right end on a third down and 
eight to go situation. Billy picked up 15 yards, after which Petruska tossed to Ab Wimberly for eight and Tony Canadeo 
made seven. Penalties killed the Packer advance and Girard’s punt was fielded by Bosh Pritchard on the goal and Dick 
Wildung ran him out of the three. The Packers moved into a virtual touchdown as Ebert Van Buren fumbled and Alex 
Wizbicki recovered on the six. The Packers, suffering two penalties and long losses on pass attempts, in all lost the ball 
back to the Eagle 41 – a total setback of 35 yards. The Eagles picked up a first down on a 17-yard Burk pass but the Packers 
tightened and forced Burk to punt. Petruska received the honors again starting on his own 13, but the tough Eagles wouldn’t 
budge and Rip Collins got off a poor punt, a 34-yarder that went out of bounds on the Packer 47. The Eagles scored in three 
quick plays. After Pritchard was held for no gain, Burk tossed to Pete Pihos, who fumbled on the Packer 10 and Chuck 
Bednarik recovered on the 17 – still a 30-yard gain. Pritchard, getting terrific blocking, sliced inside left end for the TD and 
Steve Van Buren converted. 
EAGLES SCORE AGAIN 
The Eagles quickly made it 14-0 early in the second quarter after forcing Girard to punt. Starting on the Packer 49, the 
visitors scored in eight plays. The big gainers were Burk passes to Walston for seven, to Pritchard for 18 and finally to Pihos 
for nine yards in the end zone for the score. That 14-0 deficit and a restless crowd were signals for the Packers to start 
rolling. Thomason took over on the Packer 19 and the Packers’ first TD in Milwaukee this season was recorded on his 13-
yard pass to Reid. Thomason completed eight passes along the way and two interference penalties were called on the Eagles. 



Thomason started the drive with a 14-yard throw to 
Mann to the 33. After a pass to Cloud lost four yards, 
Wimberly caught one for seven. Sutton all but 
murdered Canadeo and the interference penalty gave 
the Bays first down on the Pack 41. Canadeo gained 
a yard and Thomason tossed to Girard for eight. 
Cloud, plunging for the necessary one yard for a first 
down, found a hole and sailed 15 yards to the Eagle 
36. The Eagles interfered with Mann on a Thomason 
pass and it was a first down on the 31. Thomason hit 
Girard for six and Cloud for 12. Cloud moved to the 
seven and then tried to lateral, but the officials ruled 
the ball went forward. Thomason’s throw to Girard 
in the end zone was high, but his next was perfect to 
Reid for the score. Fritsch kicked and it was 14-7. 
Charley Robinson and Steve Pritko tossed Burk for 
a 10-yard loss and the Eagles were forced to punt, 
the Pack starting on their own 41. Three Rote passes 
went incomplete but the Eagles roughed to make it 
first on the Eagle 44. All seemed lost as Thomason 
was smeared back seven yards but Thomason hurled 
to Wimberly for nine yards and then Rote completed 
a clutch pass to Carleton Elliott for 17 yards to the 
Eagle 25. Thomason then hit Mann on the 10 and the 
swift end danced neatly to the four. With four yards 
to go for the TD, Thomason missed on three passes. 
On fourth down, he nailed Cloud wide to the left and 
Jack went over but the Pack was holding. So Fritsch 
stepped back on the 27 for a field goal. 
PACKERS GET CHANCE 
The second half, delayed by the impressive Shrine 
ceremony, saw the Packers get a big chance right 
quick as Summerhays intercepted Burk’s pass on the 
Eagle 34 and ran to the 29. Cloud cracked center for 

four, Rote made four on the keeper play and Cloud smashed another four to the 17. Cloud barged around right end for five, 
and Rote pegged to Mann for a touchdown, but wait a minute. The Packers were in motion. Rote tried the same pass to 
Mann but the throw was a bit high. Thomason came in and incompleted a pass to Girard and Rote, returning again, was 
smeared for a 10-yard loss trying to pass. The Packer defense soon asserted itself as Grimes fumbled Burk’s punt and the 
Eagles recovered on the Eagle 14. A penalty moved it back to the 31, but on the first play Volz came through with his timely 
interception. Volz came to the rescue early in the fourth quarter after an exchange of punts. Grimes fumbled a pitchout and 
the Eagles recovered on the Packer 10. Van Buren moved it to the three-yard line in two trips but the Eagles went in motion 
and the Packers declined the penalty. On fourth down, Burk’s pass was batted down in the end zone by Volz. After an 
exchange of punts, the Packers went into their last “touchdown” drive. 

PHILADELPHIA -  7  7  0  0 - 14 
GREEN BAY    -  0 10  0  0 - 10 

SCORING 
1ST - PHI - Bosh Pritchard, 16-yard run (Steve Van Buren kick)  PHILADELPHIA 7-0 
2ND - PHI - Pete Pihos, 9-yard pass from Adrian Burk (Van Buren kick) PHILADELPHIA 14-0 
2ND - GB - Breezy Reid, 13-yard pass from Bobby Thomason (Ted Fritsch kick) PHILADELPHIA 14-7 
2ND - GB - Fritsch, 27-yard field goal PHILADELPHIA 14-10 
 
BO FEELS LUCKY IN WIN 
SEPT 10 (Milwaukee) - “Green Bay’s got a great team.” This intelligence was imparted by Alvin N. (Bo) McMillin, his 
silver locks still awry as a result of a whipping wind at State Fair park earlier in the day, in the lobby of the Ambassador 
hotel Sunday evening. “We were lucky to get out of it with a four-point victory,” the Philadelphia Eagles’ head coach 
admitted. “And I’m shaking in my shoes when I think about our having to play ‘em up in Green Bay Oct. 14.” Apparently 



afraid he might have given the impression that he might have been doing his Eagles an injustice, Bo defended his hirelings 
in the same breath with, “I thought out kids did a great job when they (the Packers) were down there.” Again turning his 
attention to the Packers, the former “Prayin’ Colonel” declared, “I thought as a whole they played fine ball. Tobin Rote and 
Thomason did a good job, and, of course, we know Grimes has been a good boy for a long time. And Canadeo, Reid and 
Mann looked good, too. That Mann is a great receiver, you know.” This last indicated that the drawling Texan may be 
plagued with a short memory. Mann played for two seasons under McMillin and ranked No. 2 among NFL pass receivers 
during his second year. A year ago, Mann was dealt to the New York Yanks, who subsequently released him, after he had 
been a holdout…ADMITS HAVING LUCK: “We had a little luck,” Bo conceded. “But you’ve got to give our kids a lot of 
credit. They stopped you when you were down on our four-yard line (in the fourth quarter).” And, of course, they did the 
same to us. “It was the kind of game I expected,” Bo further confided. “I wouldn’t have been surprised if they had beaten 
us. They have good personnel. Neither of us could gain. That is, we both could gain, but only spasmodically. Gene 
(Ronzani), as I have said two or three times before, has done a magnificent job,” McMillin opined. “He deserves a world of 
credit.”…Although unhappy, as expected, over the defeat, Ronzani was far from dissatisfied, in his room at the Hotel 
Schroeder following the game, with the Packers’ performance. “I think our boys looked swell,” the big fellow wanted it 
known, “I’m proud of our boys. Naturally, I’m sorry we lost but things look encouraging after our second ball game. We’ll 
improve,” Gene continued in the same vein. “I think our defense is quite a bit ahead of the offense, as this game showed. 
True, we made mistakes but that’s why we’re playing exhibition games. But if they keep playing spirited football,” the 
Packer chieftain asserted with no little emphasis, “nobody is going to make monkeys of us. We’re definitely on the right 
road to giving the fans what they’re looking for.” Gene singled out John George Martinkovic, the huge 240-pound end from 
Xavier recently secured in a trade with Washington, for a special accolade, declaring, “Martinkovic looked fine.” (The 
statistics bore Ronzani out on this, since Martinkovic was credited with eight tackles although he played little more than 
half the game.) Returning to the general situation, the burly headman pointed out, “We just had a couple of bad breaks at 
inopportune times. Once, we lost a touchdown because of a holding penalty and we lost another one because of a backfield 
in motion penalty. Those things are just due to overanxiety,” Gene concluded, with a hint in his tome that he expects some 
of those errors will be eliminated in the near future…Scouts for rival NFL teams likewise expressed the collective opinion 
that the Packers will have to be reckoned with during the championship schedule, which begins Sept. 30. One of them was 
Johnny Rauch, New York Yanks quarterback who along with Head Coach Jimmy Phelan, was in the State Fair park press 
box scouting the Packers. “They look like they’ve got a good hustling club,” Rauch said. “They have a good offensive threat 
in Mann, and good backs in Grimes, Canadeo and Cloud. They should be a good polished offensive outfit.” Walter Halas, 
chief scout for the Chicago Bears, agreed with Rauch. Walter, who was charting the Eagles, the Bears’ next foe at 
Philadelphia Saturday night, contended, “The Packers are a good solid team. They’re really hustling in there. From what I 
saw the Eagles do to the Rams (the Rams won although Philadelphia enjoyed a wide statistical margin in most departments 
of play), it makes the Packers look pretty good. I think Gene’s done a good job with this squad. It’s a good offensive club.” 
Three other “enemy agents” also were on hand – Tom Stidham, ex-Packer line coach, representing the New York Yanks, 
Wally Cruice, diagramming for the Chicago Cardinals, and Bob Davis, scouting the Packers for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers…Referee Bill Downes inadvertently discovered how the American association umpire felt who was struck with a 



bat in a recent baseball game at Kansas City. It happened near the close of the second quarter when the Eagles’ Adrian Burk 
was trapped for a 10-yard loss attempting to pass. Burk, buried beneath five or six Packers, apparently felt that the home 
talent should have been penalized for “piling on”. Miffed more than a little, he hurled the ball, with tremendous force and 
at a distance of no more than five yards, directly at Downes. The ball, after coming within an ace of grazing the nose of 
Field Judge Claude Grigsby, struck Downes in the face, driving him back a step. The referee, after emitting a yell born of 
both shock and pain, recovered sufficiently to assess the Eagles five yards “for unsportsmanlike conduct.”…The fact that 
two of the Packers’ three quarterbacks have the same given name cost the Pack five yards in the first quarter. With Bob 
Petruska in the game at the same time, Ronzani summoned Bob Thomason and sent him out to take over. When Thomason 
neared the huddle, Petruska, unaware that he was being replaced, prepared to call a play. “Bob,” yelled Ronzani, but Petruska 
didn’t hear him. Thomason, however did. He came running back from midfield toward the sidelines. By this time, Petruska 
had been apprised of developments and he, too, headed for the bench, then turned back toward the buddle when he spotted 
Thomason on his way out. “No, no,” Gene hollered, “I meant Petruska.” The situation then was clarified as Thomason 
returned to the field, and Petruska to the sidelines. But, alas, the Packers, by this time, had drawn a five-yard levy for too 
much time in the huddle…Jack Cloud, the burly 220-pound line smasher from William and Mary, apparently is going to be 
a worthy successor to other great Packer predecessors at fullback, among them Clarke Hinkle, Eddie Jankowski and Ted 
Fritsch. Ronzani wanted Cloud, who had pounded through the imposing Philadelphia line five straight times, to come out 
for a “breather” late in the fourth quarter. 
Cloud’s reply was brief but emphatic: “No”. He 
carried the ball on the next play, incidentally, 
which was third down and found the Packers 
with two yards to go. Jack, after making one of 
the yards, carrying the ball to the Eagle four, sat 
on the ground, looking first at the position of 
the ball, and then at the yardstick on the 
sidelines, for fully 15 seconds before getting up 
and returning to the huddle…The game, in 
addition to the regular WTMJ description by 
Larry Clark and Bob Kelly, formerly of the 
Press-Gazette’s WJPG, was broadcast by 
Philadelphia’s WCAU, with Gene Sears on the 
microphone. Tony Flynn, sports director of 
WJPG, handled the “color” for the Philadelphia 
station. Another former WJPG staffer, Earl 
Gillespie, was forced to miss the game. He was 
in Chicago to telecast the Chicago Bears-
Cleveland Browns game at Wrigley 
field…Martinkovic sat out the first quarter but 
he made his presence felt immediately when he 
was called upon in the second period. He barely 
had time to replace Art Felker when the Eagles 
launched a play. Big Jawn “crashed”, saw the 
play was going through the middle and boomed back – in time to bear Steve Van Buren to the earth after a three-yard 
gain…There was considerable confusion among the officials following a pass interception by Philadelphia late in the fourth 
quarter. The Eagles had been detected clipping on the same play and it first was ruled as “first down and 25”. Then, after 
one play had been run, Jimmy Mancl, keeper of the down box, pointed out that it actually had been “first and 18”. This 
produced a hasty conference in midfield, which lasted for several minutes and once found the officials agreeing that it should 
be “first and 25”. But, ultimately, the Packers lost rather than gained in the matter, for the arbiters decided that it should be 
“first and ten”…Downes, a fiery fellow, cooled off the Eagles in the third quarter. After they questioned his placement of 
the ball with fourth down coming up, Downes shrilled, “I’ll put it where I want to put it” – and no more protests were 
heard…The Tripoli Temple band presented a concert before the game and Tripoli Shriners from various cities in Wisconsin, 
including Green Bay, staged impressive ceremonies in multi-colored ritualistic garb on the field between halves. All high 
school football players in Milwaukee county also were guests of the Shriners at the game. 
PACKERS PLAY FORTY NINERS AT MINNEAPOLIS ON WEDNESDAY 
SEPT 11 (Minneapolis) - The Green Bay Packers might suffer a letdown this week and Coach Gene Ronzani is hoping it 
won't be agains the San Francisco 49ers here Wednesday night. By next Sunday night, the Packers will have played thre 
games in eight days. They opened the tough threesome with a 14-10 loss to the Philadelphia Ealges in Milwaukee Sunday. 



After the Frisco test, the Bays play Pittsburgh in Buffalo 
next Sunday. The Packers appeared a bit doggy in their 
practices in Milwaukee Monday afternoon and this 
morning. They'll polish off with a light workout under the 
lights here tonight - about a half-hour after arriving. 
Ronzani is trying to pace the Packers into the home 
stretch so that they'll be fresh and ready for that big Sept. 
30 fracas in Green Bay against the Bears. The Bays will 
be doing some crucial work in Buffalo all week after the 
preparation for a Sept. 23 date with Washington in 
Alexandria, Va. The Packers return to Green Bay Sept. 
24 for Bear week practice...SQUAD PARING LIKELY: 
The Packers likely will go into the Frisco game with 46 
players on the bench - 13 over the player limit of 33 which 
must be reached come the Bear game. Several may be cut 
adrift before the team leaves for Buffalo. The Packers 
came out of the Eagle game in excellent physical 
condition. Dick Afflis, rookie guard from Nevada, 
received a disloacted nose - just short of a break, but he'll 
play agianst the Forty Niners. The Green Bays wre in 
pretty good spirits despite the loss. They, natually, were 
disappointed for not "winning one that we could have 
won so easily," but most of the boys figured that the 
possibilities on both offense and defense "look mighty 
good." Steve Van Buren, the veteran Eagle half, told 
Packer end Abner Wimberly that "you guys got a helluva 
ball club" and admitted that "we had no business winning 
that game." All of the Eagles, including Coach Bo 
McMillin, probably would admit that they were 
outplayed throughout the battle. The Packers worked out 
of their defense today on the basis of scout reports on the 
San Francisco-Pittsburgh game in Syracuse Saturday 
night. The game was won by Frisco, 24-7, an indication 
that the Forty Niners have plenty of power. Wally Dreyer, 
the Packers' veteran safetyman, worked in as a right 
halfback on the team using Frisco offensive plays while 
Alex Wizbicki occupied Dreyer's defensive spot. Playing in Wizbicki's shoes at defensive left half was Rebel Steiner and 
in Steiner's old position at defensive right half was Wilbur Volz, who did so well agains the Eagles. Steiner also was fitted 
into Carl Schuette's backerup spot. The practice, held on the lakefront, saw George Rooks, the big Negro fullback, running 
hard. Rooks got into his first Packer game for a few plays but didn't carry the ball - what with Jack Cloud lugging 15 times 
for 65 yards. Rooks, who was injured most of the training season, likely will get his first chance Wednesday. Another speed 
demon still to be tested is Harry DeLoache, the left halfback. Harry was held out of both the Cardinal and Eagle games but 
is a sure bet to scamper against Frisco. While Ronzani held a player or two on the bench, just about all of the 46 athletes 
have been given opportunities...ROOKIES USED FREQUENTLY: Rookies were used frequently and, at crucial moments 
in the Eagle game. Fred Cone, the promising young fullback, got a chance under pressure Sunday. Late in the third quarter, 
the Packers needed a yard for a first down at midfield. Cone carried for a couple of yards but the backs were in motion. 
Ronzani plans to give all of the athletes another chance against Frisco. The Forty Niner task will be a tough one. Their 
rookie line of a year ago has blossomed into one rugged nut. Besides, they've got one of the best one-two quarterback 
punches in the business with short passing and clever ball handling Frankie (Southpaw) Albert and long throwing Y.A. 
Tittle. Back with the Forty Niners is their first string backfield of fullback Joe Perry, right half Johnny Strzykalski and left 
half Veryl Lillywhite. Perry and Lillywhite alternate between left hald and fullback - just to confuse the defense...TO USE 
GOPHER PRODUCTS: Both coaches, the Packers' Gene Ronzani and the Forty Niners' Buck Shaw, possibly will lead off 
with their Minnesota products for the benefit of the home folks. The Packers have Minnesota's All-American tackle, Capt. 
Dick Wildung, and rookie Art Edling, defensive end. The Forty Niners have Leo Nomellini, sophomore tackle, and Gordon 
Soltau, the field goal specialist who plays end. Soltau was drafted by the Packers in 1950 and traded to the Cleveland Browns 
for tackle Joe Spencer. The Browns then traded him to SF. Wildung, Soltau and Nomellini probably will play most of the 



game. Approximately 20,000 persons are expeted to 
witness the benefit game sponsored by the Catholic 
Welfare society in the new Parade Grounds stadium.  
'51 PACKERS MAY BE AIR CIRCUS IN NEAR 
FUTURE - BY SEPT. 30 
SEPT 11 (Green Bay) - Methinks the 1951 Packers will 
be a passing circus in the not too distant future - probably 
around Sept. 30. The Bays' air attack continued to show 
progress in the 14-10 loss to the Philadelphia Eagles here 
Sunday. Seven different athletes caught 16 passes thrown 
by quarterbacks Bob Petruska, Bob Thomason and Tobin 
Rote. Now compare that with the tough Eagle aerial game 
which saw only three players catch six throws by Adrian 
Burk. The Packers scored one TD via the air - Thomason 
to Floyd Reid, and two other "direct" touchdowns were 
nullified by penalties. One of the lost TDs developed into 
Ted Fritsch's field goal. Actually, the Packers scored 
three TDs - enough to win - before the whistle stopped 
two of them, a throw from Rote to Bob Mann in the third 
quarter and a toss from Thomason to Jack Cloud in the 
second. Unlike the Hutson and Goodnight eras, and even 
last year when capable receivers were few and far 
between, the 1951 Packer attack has been so devised by 
Coach Gene Ronzani that all of the backs and ends, 
naturally, are touchdown threats - via passing. Of those 
16 completions yesterday, the ends were in on less than 
half - seven - three each by Mann and Ab Wimberly, and 
one by Carlton Elliott. Jug Girard, playing right half, 
caught four, fullback Cloud nailed three and halfbacks 
Grimes and Reid one each. What's more, interference was 

called on Joe Sutton for keeping Tony Canadeo from making a sure catch. While the air offense showed signed of gradual 
improvement, the ground offense appeared rusty. It's hoped that the ground gaining will improve with better timing which 
can be brought about only by more game competition. On our running plays Sunday, the line seemed to be one step ahead 
of the ball carrier. As a result the holes were either closed or the backersup were filling before the crashers got a chance to 
break away. One of the funniest sights we've seen occurred in the Packers' touchdown drive. The Packers needed only one 
yard for a first down, and Cloud put his head down and smashed into the left side like a demon. But there wasn't anybody 
to smash and Jack just kept rolling. Cloud was running so low and hard that he never could straighten our for a breakaway, 
and finally slid along the ground for a 15-yard gain. Ronzani seems to have worked out a successful tackle combination 
with the shifting of Leon Manley to right tackle on offense and using Captain Dick Wildung only on offense at left tackle. 
Wildung was clearing holes all afternoon. On defense, the real bulwarks in the line were the two tackles - big Ed Ecker and 
Joe Spencer, who played mostly offense last year. Ecker came up with four clean tackles - a sure sign the big guy is moving 
and possible coming into his own. Two of the "new" surprises were defensive end John Martinkovic and defensive halfback 
Wilbur Volz - a couple of guys who could keep the Packers tough on defense. Martinkovic,, obtained from Washington last 
week, was credited with eight clean tackles from his left end position. On his very first play, 240-pound John circled in and 
caught the ball carrier from behind - on the line of scrimmage. At the opposite end, veteran Steve Pritko made five clean 
shot and continued to sparkled. Volz, playing the outfield with Wally Dreyer and Alex Wizbicki, made a valuable 
interception on the Packer two-yard line and later batted down a fourth down pass in the end zone, thus killing two possible 
touchdowns. Wizbicki moved in for six tackle, Volz made three and Dreyer one. Walt Michaels, the new backerup, was 
credited with five. Charley Robinson put on such an impressive injury act in the second quarter that even his teammates 
thought he was hurt. The Negro guard, playing some fine football, was called  upon to stop the clock for a much needed 
time out. Nobody noticed Charley writhing on the turf because Thomason and Mann had just worked a 21-yard pass gain. 
Finally, Ronzani rushed onto the field with a couple of players who helped Robbie off the field. A few plays later, Robinson 
was back in action.  
TITTLE'S LONG PASSES GREAT 49ER WEAPON 
SEPT 11 (Minneapolis) - Mr. Y.A. Tittle can fire that pigskin! The San Francisco 49ers, who is generally accorded the title 
of being king of professional football's long passers, put his arm on display in a clearing amidst St. Thomas college's campus 



oaks Monday afternoon. Tittle, who hopes to chase the 
Green Bay Packers out of Parade stadium Wednesday 
night with his long spirals, was so accurate during San 
Francisco's brisk workout that there was no doubt he 
could snap a branch on any St. Thomas tree at 40 paces 
if Coach Buck Shaw had requested. Tittle hit receivers 
30 to 50 yards down the field with an amazing 
consistency to suggest Green Bay has a defense to 
problem on its hands when the two NFL teams battle in 
the annual Catholic Welfare game. The game is expected 
to draw 18,000 to 20,000 spectators. Added to the 49ers' 
roster to provide some long range punch to Frankie 
Albert's famed passing attack, ex-Baltimore Colts Tittle 
is ready to go at full speed Wednesday following an 
autumn of idleness due to injury. Albert, of course, will 
be the 49ers' commanding general, but because Albert's 
wizardry is consistently effective only at short range, 
there will be opportunity for Tittle to take over. The 
49ers were not a squad of behemoths as they polished 
their game with a long signal drill yesterday. It was 
obvious that Shaw is building around 200 pounders or 
less who can move. Speed, fire and cleverness are the 
weapons of the team owner Tony Morabito admires so 
intensely that he watches every practice move they 
make. Minnesotans Gordy Soltau at end and Leo 
Nomellini at tackle played prominent roles in the 
workout to indicate they will see considerable service 
before their home admirers. Alex Loyd, who ranks about 
offensively at left end, may get the starting call, however, 
if a mending injury continues to come along. Soltau is 
sure to start in the five-man defensive line next to 
Nomellini. Coach Shaw said he is satisfied with the 49ers 
progress to date which has produced exhibition victories 
over Washington and Pittsburgh, and a loss to the 
Chicago Bears, but he would like to have more depth at 
tackle. "Everybody in the pro league needs that, so we 
aren't so bad off," adds line coach Phil Bengtson, another 
ex-Minnesotan. Hurting the 49ers on defense against the 
passing game of Green Bay's Tobin Rote and Bobby 
Thomason will be the absence of defensive back Howie Livingstone, one of the best at that art in the National league. He 
suffered a broken leg in the Pittsburgh game Saturday night. San Francisco coaches are encouraged in the progress rookie 
Pete Schabarum, the ex-California star, is making at right half behind the dependable Johnny Strike (Strzykalski). 
Schabarum gained 91 yards in the Steeler game. Shaw hopes to use Schabarum and his California running mate, Jim 
Monachino, at left half in the same backfield at times Wednesday. San Francisco has never had a University of California 
star on its roster before, and this appears to be the big chance to please the Bear rooters in the Bay area. 
PACKERS WIN FRIENDS WITH THEIR SHOWING 
SEPT 11 (Milwaukee Journal) - "I like your team," smiled a stranger as he turned and recognized Gene Ronzani on the 
street Monday night. "Nice going, fella," said another a little further on. It was pretty much the same wherever the big, 
bulky, curly haired Italian went Monday afternoon what his Green Bay Packers showed at State Fair Park Sunday afternoon. 
The Packers lost, 14-10, but Milwaukee liked what it saw. What did Ronzani himself think? "Well, I though we did fairly 
well," he said. "You never like to lose, and I honestly thought before the game we could win. Coming down on the train 
Saturday night, I could tell that the fellows were up. 'Ten points,' I said to myself. Well, it didn't pan out like that, but I 
thought we did fairly well." What did Ronzani like best? "The defense," he said. "We did a good job on defense except for 
a lapse or two here and there which hurt. But this was only our second game, remembers, and it was Philadelphia's fourth." 
And what else? "I liked the way the boys kept trying even after Philadelphia got off to a 14-0 lead. They gave more than 
they had to take the rest of the way. In spots I liked our offense, too. I think it will come. We were spotty, but we'll get 



better." What happened on those good scoring opportunities that were 
snuffed inside the 20 yard line? Four of them - on the 4, 6, 12 and 17, 
each with first down? "Well, I certainly didn't like that. A couple of times 
we missed assignments. That was strictly our fault. A couple other times 
the Eagles shot the gap and guessed right. (Shooting linebackers into the 
line with the snap of the ball, leaving some areas open and exposed, but 
nailing the ball carrier or passer if the guess on the play happens to be 
right.) And then a couple of times I thought we might have called 
different plays. But that's the way you learn." And what else didn't he 
like? "I didn't like the time we took in the huddles. Not only were we 
penalized three times for too much time, but we were dangerously close 
other times. I didn't like our blocking on punts, either. Only once did 
Billy Grimes have a chance to get away. And some of the little things in 
individual performances I didn't like. But we'll come - we'll come." The 
Packers, with a date against the San Francisco Forty-niners in 
Minneapolis Wednesday, remained over in Milwaukee and worked out 
at Juneau park Monday and Tuesday morning and planned a workout 
there under lights Tuesday night. Only casualty of the game Sunday was 
Nick Afflis, huge lineman, who came out of the game with a broken 
nose. Ronzani intends to give his new boys as much work as possible in 
the Minneapolis game. Greiner at center, De Loach, Rooks, Collins and 
Petruska in the backfield, Eddling, Felker and Hopewell at ends, and 
Robinson and McGhee at guards will get full tests. The Forty-niners, 
who have beaten the Washington Redskins and Pittsburgh Steelers and 
who have lost to the Chicago Bears, were seven point favorites. On 
Sunday the Packers will continue their exhibition tour against the 
Steelers in Buffalo. 
PACKERS' DEFENSE NO. 1 SOURCE OF ENGAGEMENT 
SEPT 11 (Milwaukee Sentinel-Lloyd Larson) - In these days of quick 
touchdowns and easy scoring generally, defense isn't exactly a lost 
football art, but it must be admitted that it draws comparatively little 
attention, especially among the point conscious pros. So it is both 
refreshing and unusual to point out that the most encouraging part of the 
Packers' losing 14-10 battle with Philadelphia here Sunday was their 
work on defense. From the start, there was every reason to believe Head 
Man Gene Ronzani had point producing material well beyond anything 
he could uncover in his debut last year. Bobby Thomason and Tobin Rote 
to do passing from quarterback, with Bob Petruska in reserve. Jack 
Cloud to provide the fullback crunching power with rookies Fred Cone 
and George Rooks and veteran Ted Fritsch backing him up. A threat 
from anywhere on the field in Billy Grimes and Tony Canadeo, Breezy 
Reid, Jug Girard and Rip Collins adding to the halfback punch. Topnotch 
receivers in Bob Mann, Carlton Elliott, Ab Wimberly, Art Felker, 
Grimes, Girard, Cloud and Cone. The pitch and run department is 
developing about as expected - definitely all right, with prospects of 

getting better as the season rolls on. Nothing sensational but solid...LOSSES COULD HAVE BEEN RUINOUS: The big 
worry was defense. Understandably so, for service calls deprived the club of three of last year's key men - Clayton 
Tonnemaker, all-league middle linebacker and a tremendous man on anybody's team; Bob Forte, almost as good as his 
defensive halfback spot as Tonnemaker was in his, and Len Szafaryn, a big lineman who showed promise of improving. To 
any team such losses would be painful. To a club in the process of rebuilding like the Packers - well that could be ruinous. 
But, happily, ruination isn't close at hand - not even in sight at the moment, judging from performance against the Cardinals 
and Eagles, who scored 14 points apiece. Take the Eagle game. Analysis, from a straight defensive standpoint, will do a lot 
to ease the sting of losing touchdowns on penalties and otherwise failing to cash in on opportunities for scores, any one of 
which could and should have turned the winning trick...SECOND HALF RECORD PARTICULARLY IMPRESSIVE: The 
Eagles were held to a total of 170 yards gained for the 60 minutes - 96 on the ground and 74 on passes - and seven first 
downs, two on rushing and five "upstairs". They picked up 109 of those yards and six of those first downs in the first half 



4while they were doing all their scoring. Five of Adrian Burk's six pass completions, an extremely modest figure, also were 
chalked up in the opening periods. Which means the Packers held Bo McMillin's operators to 61 yards, one first down and 
one completed pass in the scoreless second half. The one overhead click, incidentally, netted exactly one yard. Two of 
Burk's second half passes were intercepted - one each by Bob Summerhays and Wilbur Volz. Consider, too, the Eagle 
personnel. Runners like the mighty Steve Van Buren; his kid brother, Ebert, Bosh Pritchard and Clyde (Smackover) Scott. 
A passer like Burk - a good one and make no mistake about it. Receivers like Pete Pihos, Bob Walston and Pritchard. Big, 
tough protectors and blockers like Kilroy, Sears, Barnes and Lindskog. So the Packers weren't stopping any second rate 
bums. They had strictly topflight opposition...SUMMERHAYS HAD BEST DAY AS PACKER: Defense is a total thing, 
of course. When it works, the entire group shares in the applause. But always there are certain individuals who stand out 
and deserve an extra pat on the back. In that position for the Packers after Sunday's game were Summerhays, who probably 
had his best day since joining the club two years ago; Walt Michaels, who has the rugged job of filling Tonnemaker's shoes. 
John Martinkovic, big end obtained from Washington only last week; Steve Pritko, still playing it tough at right end, and 
Volz. Summerhays, Michaels and Carl Schuette, backing the five man line, did a lot to gum up Burk's effectiveness by 
alternating in filling in on the main line for the necessary fast rush. This business of "shooting the gap" can be dangerous if 
overdone. But it can be effective in breaking up the opposition's play patterns, especially when it's tossed in as a defensive 
change of pace. Volz was personally responsible for choking off two enemy touchdowns after second half fumble recoveries 
deep in Packer territory. First came a brilliant interception on the one yard line; then an equally well timed breakup of a 
fourth down pass in the end zone. Victory wasn't the 
reward for the fine all around defensive job Sunday. 
But such efforts, if continued, are a cinch to pay off. 
SHRINERS HOST 100 FOOTBALL PLAYERS 
SEPT 11 (Racine) - Racine Shriners were host to 100 
football players from this city's four high schools at 
the annual Midwest Shriners' Benefit football game in 
Milwaukee last weekend. The athletes, 25 from each 
of the high schools, sat in a special section to watch 
the Packers and Eagles game. Chartered buses took 
the boys to the game and back to Racine. Proceeds 
from the game were turned over for the support of the 
crippled children hospitals operated by the Shrine 
Clubs in 17 cities across the nation. 
PACKERS MEET 49ERS TONIGHT BEFORE 
20,000 IN MINNEAPOLIS 
SEPT 12 (Minneapolis) - The largest crowd ever to 
see a professional football game in Minnesota, a 
sellout of more than 20,000, is expected to be treated 
to a passing duel Wednesday night when the Packers 
and the 49ers battle in an exhibition game here. The 
game will be played under the lights in the new Parade 
Stadium and is sponsored by the Catholic Welfare Society. Coach Gene Ronzani's Packers will have a three-pronged aerial 
attack to toss at the westerners - quarterbacks Tobin Rote, Bob Thomason and Bob Petruska. All looked good in Green 
Bay's hard fought battle with Philadelphia in Milwaukee last Sunday, wihch the Eagles won 14-10. Frankie Albert, the 
famous Stanford All-American, will do the passing for the 49ers. With that lineup of pitching talent, the fans should get 
their fill of passing thrills. The Packers left Milwaukee Tuesday afternoon and were scheduled to work out under the Parade 
lights after arrival here. The game will serve as a homecoming for former Gophers on both squads. They include tackle Leo 
Nomellini and placekicker Gordie Soltau of San Francisco, and the Packer's captain Dick Wildung and Clint McCreary, 
tackles, and Art Edling, end. Tonight's game will be broadcast directly from Minneapolis by WJPG, Green Bay (1440 on 
the standard dial) and WJPG-FM, starting at 7:55, Wisconsin standard time. 
PACKERS, 49ERS MATCH OFFENSES 
SEPT 12 (Minneapolis) - Unawed by the offensive punch shown by the San Francisco 49ers in two exhibition victories to 
date, the Green Bay Packers arrived in Minneapolis Tuesday night with confidence they will match their west coast NFL 
foes yard for yard when they clash at Parade stadium at 8 p.m. A crowd of 20,000 is expected to watch the Catholic Welfare 
benefit game. A fullback powerhouse named Jack Cloud, former star at William and Mary, has returned to form of his 
collegiate days to lift Green Bay's offensive hopes for the coming National league campaign. Out with injuries last year, 
Cloud has gained momentum in recent Packer workouts, and he punched 65 yards through the rugged Philadelphia line in 
an exhibition battle at Milwaukee last Sunday which the Packers lost after out-gaining their foe. "Cloud's arrival as a fullback 



and our increased depth at quarterback makes us an improved team," says the Packers, who will throw the passing of Bobby 
Thomason and Tobin Rote, the running of Cloud and frisky antics of spectacular Bob Mann at San Francisco tonight. To 
match this the 49ers will retaliate with the short passing and tricky play making of Frankie Albert, the long range firing of 
Y.A. Tittle, and the running of a horde of backs led by Verl Lillywhite, Johnny (Strike) Strzykalski, Joe Perry, Pete 
Schabarum and Jim Monachino. Hinting there will be offensive fireworks is the fact neither team complains of its offensive 
class. Both teams are worried about their ability to hold up defensively tonight and in games to come. It would not be 
surprising if the Packer-49er victor were decided in a kicking duel which will feature former Minnesota star Gordy Soltau, 
San Francisco's point-getting specialist, and the veteran Ted Fritsch for Green Bay. Fritsch, who joins backfield mate Tony 
Canadeo in the 10-year veteran ranks, is kicking with more accuracy than he has shown at any time in his career. He is 
deadly anywhere inside the midfield stripe in a bid for three points. Soltau led the 49ers in scoring last year with his point-
after-touchdown and field goal skill, although he lacks Fritsch's distance. Minnesota football fans will see five former 
Gophers in action. Green Bay will have veteran Dick Wildung, its leader and captain, at tackle; Clarence McGeary at guard 
and Art Edling at end. All three have been given the nod for offensive starting positions tonight, and, in the case of McGeary 

and Edling, the game will mark an opportunity to clinch 
positions on the Packer roster. Leo Nomellini and 
Soltau will have two-way duty in the San Francisco 
lineup, Nomellini at tackle and Soltau at end. The entire 
University of Minnesota football squad will attend the 
game in a body, the guests of Ray Ewald. 
PACK ROOKIES GET BIG CHANCE AGAINST 
SAN FRANCISCO TONIGHT 
SEPT 12 (Minneapolis) - More new pieces will be fitted 
into the 1951 Green Bay Packer puzzle her tonight. 
Seven rookies, four of them virtually untried, will be in 
the starting Packer lineup when the Bays face the San 
Francisco Forty Niners and their famed one-two QB 
punch at the new Parade stadium. Head Coach Gene 
Ronzani announced that his starting offensive backfield 
will include quarterback Tobin Rote, left half Harry 
DeLoach, right half Rip Collins and fullback George 
Rooks. Rote is the only Packer veteran in the foursome 
while Collins had previous pro experience with 
Baltimore. DeLoach will enter his first Packer game 
after observing during the Cardinal and Eagle clashes. 
Rooks missed the Cardinal tilt because of injuries and 
was in for only a few plays against the Eagles, without 
carrying the  ball. In the line Ronzani will start rookies 
Dick Greiner at center, Charley Robinson and Ralph 
McGehee at guards and Art Felker and Art Edling at 
ends. The tackles will be manned by veterans Dick 
Wildung andLeon Manley....SPECIAL EYE ON 
ROOKIES: The Packer coaching staff will keep a 
special eye on the rookies, especially Rooks in the 220-
pound Morgan State star who can run the 100 in 10 flat; 

DeLoach, a well-conditioned hustler with running and pass catching possibilities; and McGehee, Felker and Edling. The 
cat-line Robinson performed well against the Eagles and the coaches are anxious to see what he can do against the rough 
Forty Niners. Tonight's game is an important one for the rookies because for some of them it may be their last chance. 
Ronzani may cut several players before leaving for the two game eastern trip Thursday. There are 46 athletes on the roster 
and 13 must be cut loose by Sept. 30 - that big Bear date. The Bays play Pittsburgh in Buffalo next Sunday and the 
Washington Redskins in Alexandria, Va., Sept. 23 before the league opener...FAIRLY SURE OF TACKLE: While he's 
particularly anxious to produce a victory. Ronzani likely will continue to experiment with his rookies in an effort to find 
out the most productive combinations on offense and defense, with the veterans providing the balance. Ronzani is fairly 
sure of one position - tackle, where one rookie is in competition. He is Marv Strauch, the 235-pounder from Wyoming. 
Veteran tackles back besides Wildung and Manley are Don Stansauk, Ed Ecker and Joe Spencer. The Bays are looking for 
a well polished Forty Niner team tonight. The Coasters have three games under their moleskins - victories over Washington 
and Pittsburgh and a loss to the Chicago Bears. The Packers have a win over the Cards and that 14-10 loss to the Eagles in 



the books. Frankie Albert, left handed passer, and Ya Ya Tittle from the Forty 
Niners' one-two punch under the center. Albert is a skilled strategist and virtually 
a coach on the field, while Tittle is the league's leading distance thrower. The 
biggest Packer headaches likely will be fullback Joe Perry and halfback Verl 
Lillywhite, who switch positions occasionally, and halfback Johnny Strzykalski, 
the former Marquette star. The Forty Niner line, tough last year as a rookie unit, 
is headed by guard Visco Grgich, one of the few veterans and sophomore tackle 
Leo Nomellini. Forty Niner coach Buck Shaw claims his 1951 team "will be 
bigger, faster and tougher than last year." The Packers split a pair with Frisco in 
1950. And just to give some of the Packer rookies a look at the Forty Niners, 
Ronzani showed pictures of the Frisco win over the Pack at Monday night's 
meeting is Milwaukee...OUT TO SCORE 30: The Packers will be out to score 30 
points tonight and they hope their defense can do the rest. Ronzani and his boys 
figured they should have counted close to 30 markers aaginst the Eagles. Two 
touchdowns were called back by penalties and the Bays had numerous other 
chances to score. The Packers controlled the ball, running off 74 plays compared 
to the Eagles 44. Minneapolis has been visited with rain for the last five days so it 
is probable that the Parade stadium turg will be soggy tonight. The Packers had 
just finished practice last night when a terrific electrical storm, accompanied by 
hail, struck. Rain has fallen steadily today and more is forecast for tonight. A 
crowd of 20,000 had been expected but the weather could reduce this figure 
considerably. There has been, however, an advance sale of 17,000 tickets. With 
only two full days of practice, the Packers spent most of their time working on a 
defense against the Forty Niners' strong air game. The Bay offense was polished 
during signal drills. Ronzani took a look at a prospective new Packer in practice 
in Milwaukee Tuesday morning. Sylvester Polk, a Milwaukee Negro halfback 
who starred at Maryland State last fall, walked on to the lakefront field and asked 
for a tryout. While not in condition Polk showed tremendous speed running 
through plays and catching passes from Tobin Rote and Bob Thomason. Polk, 
however, didn’t make the trip to Minneapolis. Among the many spectators at the 
Milwaukee drill was Fred Miller, president of the Miller Brewing company who 
purchased $5,000 in Packer stock in 1950. Miller said he was looking forward to 

seeing the Bear game in Green Bay Sept. 30. The Packers arrived here at 7:45 Tuesday night on the Milwaukee Road 
Hiawatha under the direction of Ed Crim, veteran Milwaukee Road passenger agent. Also making the trip were Frank Jonet, 
Jr., acting Packer treasurer, Mrs. Frank Jonet, wife of the late Packer secretary-treasurer, and Mrs. Crim. After checking in 
at the Nicolet hotel the Packers went to Parade stadium, site of the game, for a light workout. The Forty Niners here since 
Sunday are headquartering at St. Thomas college. 
JAY CALLED AWAY BY FATHER'S DEATH 
SEPT 12 (Minneapolis) - The Packers will be without the services of Jay Rhodemyre, veteran center, when they meet the 
San Francisco Forty-Niners here tonight. Rhodemyre was informed upon arrival Thursday night that his father had died 
suddenly of a heart attack earlier in the day at Ashland, Ky. Jay left immediately by plane and will rejoin the Packers in 
Buffalo Sunday, where they meet the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
 

 



 



 


